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President’s Report
Dear clay community!
It was a real pleasure to meet again in 
person in Istanbul where the Inter-
national Clay Conference was orga-
nized last July. This was the first time 
we were able to gather, exchange ideas 
and views, initiate or consolidate 
projects, and discuss face-to-face in 
a long time and I think we all missed 
that. A complete report on this ex-
citing conference is available from 
the AIPEA website (https://aipea.
org/wp-content/uploads/2022/10/
ICC2022_report.pdf ) and excerpts 
have been published in the June 2022 issue of Elements (http://www.elements-
magazine.org/archives/e18_3/e18_3_soc_AIPEA.pdf and http://www.ele-
mentsmagazine.org/archives/e18_3/e18_3_soc_CMS.pdf ). I really hope that 
this was the first of many meetings to come and that these enriching, construc-
tive, and pleasant moments will turn back to be common again. I thus invite 
you all to attend the next Euroclay meeting that will take place in Bari (Italy) 
from 24-27 July 2023 under the patronage of AIPEA. AIPEA is currently work-
ing jointly with the European Clay Group Association (ECGA) to bring both 
ICC and Euroclay conferences under a common banner. Your national clay 
group (NCG) most likely also organizes meetings on a more or less regular basis 
(see https://aipea.org/conferences/ for some announcements). Do not hesitate 
to attend them, to share your research results, to benefit from the experience of 
other participants, to discuss and enrich that of others with your own experi-
ence and expertise, to create or broaden your network, and to generate new 
projects.
Some of the initiatives triggered by the previous board and Council of AIPEA 
during the Covid-19 pandemic came to maturity at the Istanbul conference. 
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AFFILIATED 
S O C I E T I E S

•	 Algerian Clay Group

•	 Chinese Association for the 
Study of Clays (CASC)

•	 Clay Minerals Group of the 
Mineralogical Society (GB and 
Ireland)

•	 Clay Minerals Society of India 
(CMSI)

•	 Clay Science Society of Japan 
(CSSJ)

•	 Croatian Clay Group

•	 Czech National Clay Group 
(CNCG)

•	 European Clay Group 
Association

•	 French Clay Group (GFA)

•	 German-Austrian-Swiss Clay 
Group (DTTG)

•	 Korean Clay Science Society 
(KCSS)

•	 Hungarian Clay Group (HCG)

•	 Israel Society for Clay Research

•	 Italian Association for the Study 
of Clays (AISA)

•	 (North American) The Clay 
Minerals Society (CMS)

•	 Polish Clay Group (PCG)

•	 Portuguese Clay Group (APA)

•	 Russian Clay Group

•	 Slovak Clay Group

•	 Spanish Clay Society (SEA)

•	 Tunisian Clay Group (TCG)

•	 Clay Science Society-Turkey

•	 Ukrainian Clay Group

In particular, the Early Career Clay Scientists (ECCS) committee organized 
specific activities for clay scientists who recently (or not) graduated, includ-
ing a networking event, a meeting with editors of the three major clay science 
journals, and specific awards as described in the conference report. In addi-
tion, the ECCS committee has developed a program of webinars organized and 
broadcast with a bi-monthly periodicity. These webinars aimed at presenting 
on-going research performed by ECCS of the various NCGs making AIPEA 
rich and diverse. I am very grateful to the members of the ECCS committee for 
preparing this series of webinars and for bringing it to life. As far as I am aware, 
this is the first series of such seminars being broadcast despite significant efforts 
by NCGs. The first two seminars (proposed by Korean and Indian Clay Sci-
ence societies) will be over by the time this newsletter is published but there are 
many more to come (05/23: Spain; 07/23: Japan; 09/23: Italy; 11/23: Croatia; 
01/24: DTTG; 03/24: CMS; 05/24: Kurdistan; and tentatively 07/24 Tunisia 
and 09/24 Slovakia). If your NCG does not appear in the previous list please 
contact your representatives to encourage them to involve your NCG in this 
great initiative.
More generally, AIPEA encourages the promotion of clay science through the 
creation of new NCGs and/or the revitalization of sleeping ones. If you think 
your NCG may fall within one of these categories, or if you would like to be-
come an individual member of AIPEA, please contact us (see details @ https://
aipea.org/membership/). Please consider also contributing more to the activi-
ties of existing NCGs, not only by participating to the proposed activities and 
events but also by being actively involved in their organization, by proposing 
new ones, or by contributing to its visibility and audience. To paraphrase an old 
recruitment campaign, Clay Science needs (all of ) YOU!
And I thus hope to meet many of you in Bari next summer,

Bruno Lanson

https://aipea.org/membership/
https://aipea.org/membership/
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AIPEA OFFICERS AND COUNCIL 2022-2025

The current AIPEA Council was elected during the 17th 
International Clay Conference held in Istanbul in July 
2022. Term lengths for officers and council members will 
carry through the 18th ICC in 2025, at which new AIPEA 
Officers and Council will be elected.

AIPEA Executive Officers for 2022-2025

Dr. Bruno Lanson, President
ISTerre | Universite Grenoble Alpes
CS 40700 -  Grenoble Cedex 9
FR-38058 -  France
Phone: +33 476 635 195
email: bruno.lanson[at]univ-grenoble-alpes.fr

Prof. Chun Hui ZHOU, Vice-President
College of Chemical Engineering
Zhejiang University of Technology (ZJUT) -  Zhe Jiang 
-  China 
Qing Yang Institute for Industrial Minerals (QYIM) -  An 
Hui -  China 
Email: clay[at]zjut.edu.cn

Dr. Reiner Dohrmann, Past-President
State Authority of Mining, Energy and Geology (LBEG)
Federal Institute for Geosciences and Natural Resources 
(BGR)
Phone +49+511 643 2557
Email: president[at]aipea.org

Prof. Peter Ryan, Secretary General
Middlebury College 
Department of Earth and Climate Sciences 
Middlebury, VT 05753 -  USA
Phone: +1 802 443 2557
Email: pryan[at]middlebury.edu

Dr. Alberto López Galindo, Treasurer
Instituto Andaluz de Ciencias de la Tierra -  CSIC 
Armilla (Granada) -  Spain
Phone: +34 958 230 000 ext. 190212
Email: alberto[at]ugr.es

AIPEA Council Members for 2022-2025

Dr. Samar Chandra Datta, Councilor (1st term)  
Division of Soil Science and Agricultural Chemistry
Indian Agricultural Research Institute (ICAR)
New Delhi, Delhi 110012 -  India
samar1953[at]yahoo.com

Dr. Erzsébet Harman-Tóth, Councilor (1st term) 
Faculty of Science, ELTE
Budapest -  Hungary 
Phone: +36 1 372 2500
Email: erzsebet.toth.harman[at]ttk.elte.hu

Prof. Cliff T. Johnston, Councilor (1st term) 
Dpt of Agronomy & Dpt of Earth, Atmospheric, and 
Planetary Sciences Purdue University 
Lafayette, Indiana -  USA 
Phone:+1 765 496 1716
Email: cliffjohnston[at]purdue.edu

Dr. Tanya PERETYAZHKO, Councilor (1st term) 
Astromaterials Research & Exploration Science
NASA Johnson Space Center
Houston, Texas 77058 -  USA
Email: tanya.peretyazhko[at]nasa.gov
Phone: +1 281 244 8153

Dr. Adi RADIAN, Councilor (1st term)
Environmental, Water and Agricultural Engineering 
Israel Institute of Technology
Haifa -  Israel
Email: aradian[at]technion.ac.il
Phone: + 972 4-8292626

AIPEA OFFICERS 
AND COUNCIL
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Prof. Tsutomu Sato, Councilor (1st term)
Laboratory of Eco-materials and Resources
Faculty of Engineering, Hokkaido University
Kita 13 Nishi 8, Kita-ku, Sapporo 060-8628 -  Japan
Phone: 81-11-706-6306
e-mail: tomsato[at]eng.hokudai.ac.jp

Dr. Liva DZENE, Early Career Clay Scientists (ECCS) 
Committee Chair
Institut de Science des Matériaux de Mulhouse CNRS 
UMR 7361
Université de Haute-Alsace, Université de Strasbourg, 
3b Rue Alfred Werner, 68093 Mulhouse -  France
Phone: +33.(0)3. 89.33.67.38
e-mail: liva.dzene[at]uha.fr

Dr. Saverio Fiore, Hazardous Minerals Committee Chair
Institute of Methodologies for Environmental Analysis -  
CNR
c/o Dpt Earth & Geoenvironmental Sciences -  Bari -  It-
aly 
Phone:+39 080 5442618
Email: saverio.fiore[at]cnr.it

Dr. Bruno Lanson
Nomenclature Committee Chair
ISTerre | Universite Grenoble Alpes
CS 40700 -  Grenoble Cedex 9
FR-38058 -  France
Phone: +33 476 635 195
email: bruno.lanson[at]univ-grenoble-alpes.fr

Dr. Jeanne B. Percival
Teaching Committee Chair
Geological Survey of Canada -  Natural Resources Canada
Ottawa -  Canada
Phone: +1 613 992 4496
Email: jeanne.percival[at]canada.ca

Dr. Stephen Hillier
Representative of 18th ICC
The James Hutton Institute
Aberdeen AB15 8QH Scotland -  UK
Phone: +44 (0)1224 395336
Email: stephen.hillier[a]hutton.ac.uk
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AIPEA Website

The AIPEA website serves as one of the main means of 
communication for the international clay research com-
munity. A new feature of the aipea.org website is the ca-
pacity to host English-language websites for national and 
regional clay groups. A snapshot of CSSJ’s page is shown 
below. If you are president or webmaster of your clay so-
ciety, please contact the AIPEA webmaster to establish a 
site for your society (webmaster@aipea.org). The CSSJ 
page is shown here as an example. It is easy to fill in the 
page containing information about your National Clay 
Group. You need basic WordPress knowledge! Is it a
problem? Don't worry: we can do it at a very low cost 
(€100.00+tax). Rules? yes, there are: You cannot change 
the template and the page must be in English!
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AIPEA 
Educational Series (AES)

Computational Modeling in Clay Mineralogy
AIPEA Educational Series
Publication No.3 (2021)
Editor: C. Ignacio Sainz-Diaz

Based on lectures held mainly at the 3rd AIPEA School for Young 
Scientists Instituto Andaluz de Ciencias de la Tierra, Granada, Spain, 
July, 2017 Digilabs Pub., Bari, Italy, 270 pp.
ISBN: 978-88-7522-048-8    ISSN: 2283-687X
doi: 10.14644/AES.003

Magnesian Clays: Characterization,
Origin & Applications
AIPEA Educational Series
Publication No.2
Editors: Manuel Pozo & Emilio Galán

Based on lectures held at the 2nd AIPEA School for Young Scientists
Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, July 6-7, 2013
Digilabs Pub., Bari, Italy, 380  pp. + XII
ISBN: 978-88-7522-093-6 -  ISSN: 2283-687X
doi: 10.14644/AES.002

Interstratified Clay Minerals: Origin, 
Characterization & Geochemical Significance
AIPEA Educational Series
Publication No.1
Editors: Saverio Fiore, Javier Cuadros & F. Javier Huertas

Based on lectures held at the 1st AIPEA School for Young Scientists 
University of Bari, Italy, June 12-13, 2009
Digilabs Pub., Bari, Italy, 175 pp. -  2nd edition (2013)
ISBN: 978-88-7522-046-4
doi: 10.14644/AES.001

All three volumes are free to download at https://aipea.org/publications/ 
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Council Affairs

Council Affairs 2022
The following is a summary of issues addressed by AIPEA 
Council in 2022.

AIPEA Council Discussion No. 1/2022 -  Treasurer 
Report 2021 - Financial report and statement
The Treasurer’s Report requested by President and Treas-
urer was approved by all other AIPEA Officers and all 
Councilors without discussion. This report is presented 
in this newsletter. 

AIPEA Council Discussion No. 2/2022 -  Host and 
Location of Euroclay 2023
AIPEA Council acknowledged that the Italian Clay 
Group was ready to take over the organization of Euro-
clay 2023, and the Euroclay 2023 meeting website will be 
hosted at aipea.org.

AIPEA Council Discussion No. 3/2022 -  AIPEA 
Council Nomination Committee
AIPEA Council approved the nominating committee 
comprising: President Reiner Dohrmann, two Council 
members (Jana Madejová and Makoto Ogawa) and two 
non-Council members (Binoy Sarkar, Lynda Williams). 
According to AIPEA Statutes: “At least 3 months ahead of 
an International Clay Conference, Council shall appoint 
a Nominating Committee consisting of the President, 
two Ordinary Councillors and two individual members 
of AIPEA not then on Council.”

AIPEA Council Discussion No. 4/2022 -  AIPEA Re-
sponse to Russian Invasion of Ukraine
AIPEA Council was informed of steps taken by AIPEA 
officers in response to the invasion of Ukraine by Russia, 
including (1) posting a statement by the International 
Science Council to the AIPEA list-serve; (2) recognizing 
the European Clay Groups Association (ECGA) decision 
to move Euroclay 2023 from Moscow to Bari, Italy, (3) 
making the difficult decision to not extend ICC travel 
grants to researchers from Russia, emphasizing that this 

decision was not a reflection on the quality of scientif-
ic research by these colleagues, and (4) contacting the 
Ukrainian Clay Group with plans to assist Ukrainian 
scientists offered by national scientific organizations (e.g. 
CNRS in France and CSIC in Spain). 

AIPEA Council Discussion No. 5/2022 -  AIPEA 
ECCS Awards
Early Career Clay Scientist (ECCS) Committee Reports 
about Travel & Research Grant Awardees 2022 was ap-
proved by Officers and Councilors without discussion. 

AIPEA Council Discussion No. 6/2022 -  Re-envision-
ing ICC and Euroclay Conferences
AIPEA Council approved further discussions about how 
to best share the strengths of the well-established Euro-
Clay conference series with AIPEA’s International Clay 
Conference. This would result in a biennial conference, 
rather than an ICC every four years, and a Euroclay also 
every four years, alternating with each other. This was an 
intensive and partly controversial discussion in which val-
uable open questions were raised and the general feed-
back was positive, with one no vote.

AIPEA Council Discussion No. 7/2022 -  Nomination 
of 2022-2025 AIPEA Council and Officers
AIPEA Council approved recommendations for 2022-
2025 Officers and Council members put forward by the 
AIPEA Council Nomination Committee. The AIPEA 
President then contacted the nominees to verify they were 
willing to participate in AIPEA as proposed by the Nom-
inating Committee.

AIPEA Council Discussion No. 8/2022 -  ICC-Euro-
clay - evaluation of questions and remarks raised by 
ICC Advisory Committee
AIPEA Council continued to consider combining ICC 
and Euroclay, addressing concerns that included naming 
of the prospective new (rebranded) conference series, con-
siderations of how statutes would need to change, timing 
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and alternation of conference(s), implications for awards, 
and limitations on how often a given NCG could host. 
AIPEA Council Discussion No. 9/2022 -  Minutes of 
2022 Council Meeting at ICC
AIPEA Council approved Minutes of the AIPEA Council 
meeting held 24-July-2022 at ICC-17 in Istanbul.

AIPEA Council Discussion No. 10/2022 -  Require-
ments for Bradley Award
AIPEA Council approved modifications to the wording 
of the W.F. Bradley award to make it more inclusive. The 
changes are now available to view on the AIPEA website.

AIPEA Council Discussion No. 11/2022 -  Nomencla-
ture Committee Chair and MoU with CMS
AIPEA Council authorized the AIPEA President to sign a 
Memorandum of Understanding with The Clay Minerals 
Society authorizing the nomination of a common chair-
person for AIPEA and CMS nomenclature committees.

AIPEA NOMENCLATURE COMMITTEE
Bruno Lanson is now Chair of the AIPEA Nomenclature 
Committee. 
The purpose of the AIPEA Nomenclature Committee is 
to make general and specific recommendations concern-
ing:
(1) definitions of mineralogical and crystallographic 
clay-related terms;
(2) classification and terminology of clays, clay minerals 
and related terms;
(3) standardization of structural and descriptive terms;
(4) the establishment of procedures/criteria for determin-
ing species;
(5) the emphasis (or re-emphasis) of the proper use of 
terms; and
(6) any additional aspects relating to nomenclature.

Approximately 25 published and unpublished reports 
have been written since the 1950s. An extensive report 
was published in Clay Minerals (2006; 41, 863-877).

Committee Members are:
Bruno Lanson (CNRS-Grenoble) -  Chair (2020-2021)
Jan Dietel (Landeslabor Berlin-Brandenbur, Germany)
Katja Emmerich (Karlsruhe Inst. Tchnol., Germany)
Hongping He (Guangzhou Inst. Geoch., China)
Steve Hillier (James Hutton Institute, UK)
Toshihiro Kogure (Univ. Tokyo, Japan)
Balwant Singh (Univ. Sydney, Australia)
Elizabeth Rampe (NASA Johnson Space Center, USA)
Marek Szczerba (Polish Acad. Sci., Poland)
George E. Christidis (Clay Minerals Editor, ex officio)
Joseph Stucki (Clays and Clay Minerals Editor, ex officio)
Yuan Peng (Applied Clay Science Editor, ex officio)
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Treasurer’s Report
(Jan.-Dec. 2022)

National Clay Groups
Dues corresponding to 2022 were received from Hun-
gary, Italy, Spain, North American CMS, British CMS, 
Czech R., Slovakia, and DTTG groups, as well as those 
coming from Turkey, China, Croatia and Portugal groups 
for the period 2021-2022, Tunisia (2018-2022) and Rus-
sia (2021).

Individual Membership
Requests to pay individual dues have been sent to those 
individual members finishing their affiliations during this 
year. Payment has been received for 1 renewal period (4 
years), and 7 new affiliations.

AIPEA Travel grants
Seven students (2 from France, 2 from Spain, 1 from Ser-
bia, 1 from Croatia, 1 from Poland) have been granted 
with 500 € each to attend the International Clay Confer-
ence.

ECCS Travel Grants
Two  early-career researchers (Ranjan Paul, from India, 
and Gianni Vettese, from Finland) have obtained finan-
cial support to attend the Istanbul ICC, including their 
registration.

AIPEA medals, printed ceramics, etc.
Medals, printed ceramics, plexigass boxes and diplomas 
have been designed for the awardees at the ICC in Istan-
bul. These items have been prepared in higher amounts 
for future assignments.

PayPal
Payment of membership fees is facilitated through the use 
of PayPal (treasurer@aipea.org). Dues can be paid in ei-
ther US dollars or Euros. 

Website Support
The website is supported by AIPEA. We continue to 
acknowledge the contributions of Dr. Saverio Fiore for 
keeping it up to date. 

Financial Statement
The Balance Sheet and Profits & Loss statements are pro-
vided for 2022. 

Alberto López Galindo
January 2023



	 Page 10

AIPEA Profit & Loss
January throught December, 31th 2022

Ordinary Income/Expenses
Income

Program Income
Membership Dues 3,285.39 €

Total Program Income 3,285.39 €

Total Income 3,285.39 €

Expense
AIPEA newsletters n. 54 624.00 €
Advertising Expenses (Elements) 612.56 €
AIPEA Travel grants for ICC 3,500.00 €
ECCS Travel grants for ICC 3,514.00 €
Bradley Award 2022 1,000.00 €
Prizes for best orals and posters ICC 500.00 €
ICC registrations for awardees (1) 880.00 €
AIPEA medals 2,276.52 €
AIPEA website (2) 1,671.40 €
Bank Charges & Interest 232.95 €

Total Expense 14,811.43 €

Net Ordinary Income -11,526.04 €

Net Income -11,526.04 €

(1) AIPEA Medal Award (D. Bish), AIPEA Fellow Award (S. Fiore)
(2) Web maintenance and updating, and support for Istanbul ICC

AIPEA
Profit & Loss

January through December, 31th 2022

ASSETS
Current Assets

Chequing/Savings
CaixaBank Current Acct. 65,584.64 €
Paypal 1,024.42 €
Cash 41.00 €

Total Chequing/Savings 66,650.06 €

Accounts Receivable
Pledges Receivable (1) 2,941.99 €

Total Accounts Receivable 2,941.99 €

Total Current Assets 69,592.05 €

TOTAL ASSETS 69,592.05 €

LIABILITIES & EQUITY
Liabilities

Current Liabilities
Accounts Payable (2) 100.00 €

Total Current Liabilities 100.00 €

Total Liabilities 100.00 €

Equity
Unrestricted Net Assets 81,018.09 €
Net income -11,526.04 €

Total Equity 69,492.05 €

TOTAL LIABILITIES & EQUITY 69,592.05 €

(1) $10 per participant in the ICC to support AIPEA Travel Grants
(2) Best Student Poster Presentation Runner Up

AIPEA
Balance Sheet

January through December, 31th 2022

AIPEA Balance Sheet
January throught December, 31th 2022
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AIPEA Listserves

The international community of clay mineral researchers 
benefits from two AIPEA list-serves. They are intended to 
make information pertaining to all areas of clay sciences 
available quickly. The first AIPEA list-serve (members@
aipea.org) contains the e-mail address of all AIPEA 
members and those of its affiliated societies (national and 
regional clay groups). These e-mails are updated annually, 
and all members are automatically included in the AIPEA 
Members List. If you are a member of any AIPEA affili-
ated society and are not receiving messages, please check 
whether your affiliated society has sent an updated list of 
e-mails to the AIPEA webmaster. If your affiliated society 
is not yet affiliated with AIPEA, please encourage those in 
charge to make contact with the AIPEA President (pres-
ident@aipea.org) or Secretary (secretary@aipea.org) for 
information. Alternatively, please also check the spam or 
junk or clutter box to be sure that AIPEA messages have 
not been misdirected to it. 

AIPEA has also organized a “talk list” (talk@aipea.org) 
for people interested in clay science but who are not yet 
engaged in affiliated societies or AIPEA. Those interested 
in participating in the AIPEA talk listserv should send a 
message to talk.subscribe@aipea.org. Subscription to the 
list is completely free and you may remove your name 
from the list at any time just by sending a message to talk.
unsubscribe@aipea.org. 

Finally, if you wish to share information about any top-
ic related to clay minerals with AIPEA members, please 
send a message to the AIPEA webmaster (webmaster@ 
aipea.org) and/ or to the AIPEA Secretary- General (sec-
retary@aipea.org). 

Peter Ryan
Secretary-General, AIPEA 

April 2022
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International Union of 
Geological Sciences 
Annual Report

REPORTING FORM FOR IUGS AFFILIATED 
ORGANIZATIONS 

Name of Affiliated Organization: 
Association Internationale pour l’Etude des Argiles -  
AIPEA 

Overall objectives: 
AIPEA is an umbrella organization for the world’s nation-
al clay societies. The aim of AIPEA is to promote inter-
national co-operation in clay research and technology. To 
fulfill this purpose its activities shall include the organi-
zation of: 
• Meetings, notably International Clay Conferences; 
• Field excursions; 
• Visits to centers of clay research and technology;
• Workshops for young clay scientists;
• Publication of issues on clay research and technology; 
• Publication of a periodical Newsletter to inform mem-
bers of activities concerning clay research. 

Relate goals to overall IUGS scientific objectives: 
• Organize and/or collaborate in the organization of con-
ferences of clay worldwide interest; 
• Stimulation of excellence in young clay scientists; 
• Rewarding active clay scientists with a brilliant career in 
clay research; 
• Stimulation of communication among clay researchers 
and technologists. 

Structure and organization:
AIPEA is administrated by a council that includes officers 
(President, Vice-President, Secretary General, Treasurer, 
the immediate Past-President) as well as six Ordinary 
Councillors, representatives of the Organizing Commit-
tee of next International Clay Conference, and the Chairs 
of the Nomenclature Committee, Teaching Committee 
and Hazardous Minerals Committee. 

Current members of AIPEA Council for 2022-2025 in-
clude: 
Dr. Bruno LANSON, President - president@aipea.org  
(or Reiner_Dohrmann@web.de) 
Dr. Chun-Hui ZHOU, Vice-President - jocelyne.brend-
le@uha.fr
Dr. Peter RYAN, Secretary-General - secretary@aipea.org 
(or pryan@middlebury.edu) 
Dr. Alberto LOPEZ GALINDO, Treasurer - treasurer@
aipea.org (or alberto@ugr.es) 
Dr. Reiner DOHRMANN, Past President - saverio.
fiore@cnr.it
Dr. Samar Chandra DATTA, Councillor (1st term)  
Dr. Erzsébet HARMAN-TÓTH, Councillor (1st term) 
Prof. Cliff T. JOHNSTON, Councillor (2nd term) 
Dr. Tanya PERETYAZHKO, Councillor (1st term) 
Dr. Adi RADIAN, Councillor (1st term) 
Prof. Tsutomu SATO, Councillor (1st term)
Dr. Liva DZENE, Chair Early Career Clay Scientists 
Committee
Dr. Jeanne PERCIVAL, Chair Teaching committee 
Dr. Bruno LANSON, Chair Nomenclature committee 
Dr. Saverio FIORE, Chair Hazardous Minerals commit-
tee
Dr. Stephen HILLIER (Representative of the 17th ICC) 

Interaction with other International organizations and 
projects: 
AIPEA has 23 affiliated societies / groups from around 
the world, including: Algerian Clay Group; Clay Miner-
als Group of The Mineralogical Society of Great Britain 
and Ireland; Chinese Association for the Study of Clays;  
Clay Minerals Society of India; Clay Science Society 
of Japan; Croatian Clay Group; Czech National Clay 
Group; European Clay Groups Association; French Clay 
Group; German- Austrian-Swiss Clay Group; Korean 
Clay Science Society; Kurdistan Clay Group; Hungarian 
Clay Group; Israel Society of Clay Research; Italian As-
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sociation for the Study of Clays; North American Group 
(Clay Minerals Society); Polish Clay Group; Portuguese 
Clay Group; Romanian Group for the Study of Clays and 
Clay Minerals; Russian Clay Group; Slovak Clay Group; 
Spanish Clay Society; Tunisian Clay Group; Clay Science 
Society -  Turkey; Ukrainian Clay Group. 
AIPEA has four committees working on key themes of 
international interest: Nomenclature, Teaching, Early 
Career Clay Scientists, and Hazardous Minerals. AIPEA 
also co-operates in international programs for excellence 
in Clay Science, such as the International Master in Ad-
vanced Clay Science (IMACS), a program jointly deliv-
ered by: the University of Poitiers (France); the Technical 
University of Crete (Chania - Greece); the University of 
Aveiro (Portugal); the University of Ottawa (Canada); 
and the Federal University of Rio Grande do Sul (Porto 
Alegre -  Brazil). 

Chief products: 
The International Clay Conference (ICC), which takes 
place every four years, is the main AIPEA activity. The 
17th ICC took place in Istanbul from 25-29 July 2022 and 
the next is slated for Dublin Ireland (13-18 July 2025). 
AIPEA continues to improve its website as a source of 
information and support for the worldwide clay commu-
nity (www.aipea.org). 
AIPEA also produces an annual Newsletter that is distrib-
uted to members via e-mail and is also made accessible via 
the AIPEA Website. 
AIPEA has published three monographs of the book se-
ries AIPEA Educational Series (AES; ISSN: 2283-687): 
• Interstratified clay minerals. Origin, characterization & 
geochemical significance. Editor: C. Ignacio Sainz-Diaz. 
ISBN: 978-88-7522-046-4. doi: 10.14644/AES.001
• Magnesian clays: Characterization, origin and appli-
cations. Editors: Manuel Pozo & Emilio Galán.  ISBN: 
978-88-7522-093-6 -  ISSN: 2283-687X. doi: 10.14644/
AES.002
• Computational modeling in Clay Mineralogy. Editors: 
Saverio Fiore, Javier Cuadros & F. Javier Huertas.  ISBN: 
978-88-7522-048-8 -  ISSN: 2283-687X. doi: 10.14644/
AES.003

Electronic copies of the volumes are available for free 
download. Information can be found at https://aipea.org/
publications/

Chief accomplishments for 2022 and plans for 2023: 
AIPEA produces an Annual Newsletter in digital format, 
which is available at the Association website.  One of the 
main objectives of AIPEA is the quadrennial Internation-

al Clay Conference. Planning is underway for 25-29 July, 
2022 in Istanbul https://icc.aipea.org/.

AIPEA is now a legally-registered non-profit society in 
Spain, a process that was necessary to undertake in order 
to comply with international regulations. We are in the 
process of registering members who represent regional 
clay societies. 

Through AIPEA.org, a members email list and a list-serve, 
AIPEA continues to serve as a means to communicate up-
dates on news and forthcoming conferences. 

The local organizing committee of 17th ICC are to be 
thanks once again for their efforts to host an international 
conference in such challenging global and regional cir-
cumstances (Selahattin Kadir, Paul A. Schroeder, Asuman 
Günal Türkmenoğlu, Fahri Esenli and Emin Çiftçi. 

In 2023 AIPEA seeks to assess ICC periodicity and pri-
orities for host locations after Dublin 2025.

Specify how any IUGS Allocation was used: 
AIPEA is financially independent and receives income 
from individual members and affiliated societies and from 
registrations to the International Clay Conferences. 

Budget request with justification (only applicable to 
low income groups): 
None. 

Does your website have a link to IUGS? 
Yes. 

Name, address and e-mail of person preparing this re-
port: 
Dr. Peter Crowley Ryan
Geology Department
Middlebury College
Middlebury Vermont 05753 USA     
pryan@middlebury.edu
January 12, 2023

https://www.aipea.org
https://aipea.org/publications/
https://aipea.org/publications/
https://icc.aipea.org/
mailto:pryan@middlebury.edu
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This session of the AIPEA Newsletter brings together the 
reports about the many activities developed by its Affil-
iated Societies/Groups up to December 2022. It repre-
sents an effort to coordinate communication among all 
National (Regional) Clay Group (NCG) members and 
the individual members of AIPEA. It aims to become a 
key vehicle for communication of all clay scientists. 

For this issue, AIPEA Newsletter has received reports or 
announcements from the majority of AIPEA affiliated 
societies and groups. We are grateful to all our collabo-
rators, as we believe that sharing information will pro-
vide inspiration and ideas for collaboration and initiatives 
within and among societies. The readers will notice that 
the content of each report is particular to each society, 
bringing together their national flavor. Some original re-
ports included many photos and we had to leave some 
on the cutting room floor in order to keep the size of this 
edition easy to be accessed by digital means.

All has been done with much care and interest and we 
wish you a pleasant reading.

Peter Ryan
Secretary-General, AIPEA

December 2022

CHINESE ASSOCIATION FOR THE STUDY OF 
CLAYS 

The CASC president Prof. Hongping He was awarded 
AIPEA Medal  
Prof. Hongping He from the Guangzhou Institute of 
Geochemistry of the Chinese Academy of Sciences was 
awarded the 8th AIPEA Medal at the 17th International 
Clay Conference of the Association Internationale Pour 
l’Etude des Argiles (AIPEA) and the 59th Annual Con-
ference of the Clay Minerals Society (CMS), which were 
jointly held in Istanbul, Turkey from July 25 to 29. The 
joint conference was an unprecedented event in the inter-
national community of clay science, covering more than 
30 research fields, including clay mineralogy, soil science, 
planetary science, sedimentology, epigenetic mineraliza-
tion, mineral processing, environmental science, non-me-
tallic materials, nanomaterials, composite materials, and 
medicine and health.
Professor He was honored for his innovative research 
achievements in the evolution and growth mechanisms 
of phyllosilicate minerals, microstructure and characteri-
zation techniques of clay minerals, and utilization of clay 
mineral resources, as was declared by Professor Reiner 
Dohrmann, director of AIPEA. The other recipient of the 
Medal this year was David Bish, a professor emeritus at 
the Indiana University and former president of AIPEA, 
the Mineralogical Society of America, and the Clay Min-
erals Society. There have been 12 awardees of the Medal 
since its inception, Professor HE being the first Chinese.

The Chinese National Mineral Science and Engineering 
Conference was successfully held by Jilin University
On December 10th-11th, 2022, the ninth Chinese Na-
tional Mineral Science and Engineering Conference was 
successfully held in Changchu by Jilin University. It is 
a virtual meeting and all of the talks were given online. 
Many CASC members attended the conference. Some 
of them (e.g., Hongping He, Xiancai Lu, Aiqin Wang, 
Chunhui Zhou, Runliang Zhu) were invited to join the 

National and Regional 
Clay Groups
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scientific board, and gave plenary/invited talks in the con-
ference.

The 6th Forum on Industrial Minerals (WFIM-6) 
Qing Yang Institute for Industrial Minerals (QYIM), 
Zhejiang University of Technology, and the Chinese As-
sociation for the Study of Clays, Lanzhou Institute of 
Chemical Physics of Chinese Academy of Sciences, and 
Specialty Committee of Mineral Physics and Mineral 
Structure, Chinese Society for Mineralogy, Petrology and 
Geochemistry, along with some other universities and re-
search institutions successfully organized and held THE 
6th FORUM ON INDUSTRIAL MINERALS (WFIM-
6) on November 5-8, 2022, in Qing Yang, Anhui Prov-
ince, China. The WFIM-6 is also an event of ‘Mineralogy 
2022’. It was a worldwide celebration of mineralogy to 
highlight its importance in our everyday lives. Approved 
by UNESCO, it is part of the ‘International Year of Basic 
Sciences for Sustainable Development’ (IYBSSD2022). 
Around 300 attendees consisted of clay mineral scientists, 
experts, technologists, managers, science journalists, and 
staffs from relevant governmental sectors. Prof Dr. D. 
KRALJ  (Laboratory for Precipitation Processes, Head of 
Division of Materials Chemistry, Ruder Boskovic Insti-
tute, Zagreb, Croatia), Prof Chunhui ZHOU (Zhejiang 
University of Technology & QYIM, China), and Prof 
Yanjun LI (Beijing University of Chemical Technology, 
China) delivered plenary speeches. Prof Aiqin WANG 
(Lanzhou Institute of Chemical Physics, Chinese Acad-
emy of Sciences), who is Chairperson of WFIM-6, and 
Chunhui ZHOU (Zhejiang University of Technology 
& QYIM, China), who is Co-Chairperson of WFIM-6, 
gave addresses at the opening ceremony. Prof Xipin LUO 

(Zhejiang Provincial Key Laboratory of Chemical Utili-
zation of Forestry Biomass, Zhejiang A&F University) 
made an introductory talk for a new book—Outlook for 
Industrial Minerals: Frontiers, Demands, and Health-
care, written by Hongping HE with Chunhui ZHOU 
and others, and published by China Science Publishing 
& Media Ltd.. The presentations and discussion in the 
forum well demonstrate and highlight new advances in 
scientific studies, technological innovations and increas-
ing commercialization of high value-added clay minerals 
and relevant industrial minerals-based products in a sus-
tainable, green and clean way.

Student participants at the 6th WFIM

Attendees at the 6th WFIM
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Outlook for Industrial Minerals: Frontiers, Demands, and 
Healthcare
Written by Hongping HE, Chunhui ZHOU and others
Published by China Science Publishing & Media Ltd..

ANNOUNCEMENT 
Now Scientists in the field of clay minerals and other 
industrial minerals around the world are all welcome to 
submit latest work to and attend:

The 7th World Forum on Industrial Minerals (WFIM-7) 

Theme: Science and Technology for Non-metallic Miner-
al Industry of High-quality

 
 
October 21-24, 2023 
Qing Yang (Jiu Hua Shan), Chi Zhou City, Anhui, China

E: wfim7_2023@126.com
W: http://www.qyim-cn.com/regulations/1101707.html 

The activities expect to range from oral and poster pres-
entations, enjoyable social banquets to pleasant one-day 
field trips to gorgeous UNESCO World Geological Parks.

For details on WFIM-7, please contact: wfim7_2023@126.
com 
Looking forward to meeting you in October 2023 in sce-
nic Qingyang County and Jiu Hua Shan World geolog-
ical park!
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CROATIA
CROATIAN CLAY GROUP

The Croatian Clay Group as a 
part of the Croatian Geologi-
cal Society consists of 15 active 
members and 10 passive mem-
bers. In 2022 were held a total 
of four meetings. In the first meeting Dr. Goran Durn 
presented a lecture about a new scientific project titled 
WianLAB (Western Istrian anticline, an ideal natural lab-
oratory for the study of the regional unconformities in 
carbonate rocks) funded by the Croatian Science Foun-
dation. 
As a member of ECGA, the Croatian clay group actively 
participated in decisions related to future holdings of the 
EUROCLAY conference, as well as some other current 
issues related to the work of the association itself. Further-
more, our members presented their scientific work with 
posters and lectures at the International Clay Conference 
-  AIPEA XVII ICC in Istanbul and at the Mid European 
Clay Conference MECC2020/22 in Poland. Dr. Goran 
Durn delivered the plenary lecture at the MECC confer-
ence under the title “Clays and clay-sized minerals in soils 
and palaeosols”.
As the part of Early Career Clay Scientist Network, three 
of our young members participate in ECCS activities of 
bimonthly webinar series which will be organized in Sep-
tember 2023. 

President: Dr. Nikolina Ilijanić
(Croatian Geological Survey)

Secretary: Dr. Jasmina Martinčević Lazar
(Croatian Geological Survey)

CZECH REPUBLIC
CZECH NATIONAL CLAY GROUP

The Czech National 
Clay Group published 
two numbers (70- 71) 
of the “Informátor” 
bulletin in Czech lan-
guage with two con-
tributions in English 
with information about clay science. The ISSN of the 
printed version is 1802-2480; the ISSN of the internet 
pdf version is 1802-2499.

Informátor published overview of presentations from the 
spring seminar and three contributions with titles: 
“HONČOVA HŮRKA -  THE MINERALOGICAL 
PEARL OF NORTHEAST MORAVIA”, given by Pavel 
Hájek (Informátor 70) 
HARMANECKÁ CAVE -  THE PEARL OF VELKÁ 
FATRA” given by Pavel Hájek and Martin Šťastný; 
“POSSIBLE USE OF THE STRUCTURE OF FI-
BROUS CLAY MINERALS PALYGORSKITE AND 
SEPIOLITE AS ADSORBENTS AND CARRIERS 
OF PHOTOCATALYTIC MATERIALS” by Miroslav 
Pospíšil, Christina Vasiliki Lazaratou, Aristodimos Ma-
vrikos (Informátor 71). 
Other information about members, books, conferences 
and contributions of members related to clays were in-
cluded. 
We organized a spring seminar in Prague on June 8, 2022. 
The Program of the seminar is as follows:
Protection of concrete with alkaline activated inorganic 
and organic substances.
Mgr. Pavel Hájek (Techfloor) 

On the search for clay-herbicide interaction.
Dr. Daniel Moreno Rodríguez (Charles University, Fac-
ulty of Mathematics and Physics Department of Chemical 
Physics and Optics, Ke Karlovu 3, 121 16 Prague, Czech 
Republic;Institute of Inorganic Chemistry, Slovak Academy 
of Sciences, Dúbravská cesta 9, 84536 Bratislava, Slovakia)

Hydrotalcites and bioactive species - immobilization on 
the inner and outer surface.
Dr. Szabolcs Murátha,c , Marko Pavlovicb, Istvan Szi-
lagyic, František Kovandaa

(aDepartment of Solid State Chemistry, University of 
Chemistry and Technology in Prague, Studentská 5, Prague, 
166 28, Czech Republic;  
bDepartment of Physics and John A. Paulson School of 
Engineering and Applied Sciences, Harvard University, 
Cambridge, Massachusetts, 02138, USA 
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cDepartment of Physical Chemistry and Materials Science, 
University of Szeged, Rerrich Béla tér 1, Szeged 6720, 
Hungary)

During MECC 2022 at Klickow castle in Poland we an-
nounced organization of the next MECC2024, which 
will be organized by our group in Pilsen in September 
15.-20, 2024.

Contemporary board of CNCG: Martin Šťastný (chair-
man), Miroslav Pospíšil (vice-chairman), Jana Schweig-
stillová, Pavel Hájek, Petr Praus, David Koloušek, Barbo-
ra Doušová (board members).

Correspondence address: 
RNDr. Martin Šťastný, CSc. (chairman)
Institute of Geology AS CR, v. v. i.
Rozvojová 269, 16500 Prague 6, Czech Republic
e-mail : stastny@gli.cas.cz,
tel.: +420 233 087 233
or
RNDr. Miroslav Pospíšil, Ph.D. (vice-chairman)
Charles University, Faculty of Mathematics and Physics
Department of Chemical Physics and Optics
Ke Karlovu 3, 12116 Prague 2, Czech Republic
E-mail: pospisil@karlov.mff.cuni.cz

All above mentioned papers and other information about 
CNCG are presented at our www pages: www.czechclay-
group.cz
By Miroslav Pospíšil, December 14, 2022

FRANCE
FRENCH CLAY GROUP (GFA)

1. Committee

The French Clay Group has secured a stable membership 
base around 100 regular members including Ph.D and 
postdocs. For the latter, the association maintained the 
free membership fees for 2022. Damien Cornu (Associ-
ate professor, University of Lorraine) has now joined the 
Executive committee to take over the management of the 
new website. 

2. Accomplishments 

2.1. GFA award

The GFA award for advanced scientists has been awarded 
to Sabine Petit (Institut de Chimie des Milieux et Matér-
iaux de Poitiers, University of Poitiers) in recognition of 
her scientific research on clay mineral synthesis and her 
enormous investment for clay community and teaching 
clays.

2.2. Annual meeting of French Clay Group

The 19th annual meeting was held in Paris on the Jus-
sieu campus of Sorbonne University from May 11 to 13, 
2022. The event was chaired by Maguy Jaber (Labora-
toire d’Archéologie Moléculaire et Structurale). It gath-
ered around 50 participants of which 21 are Ph.D and 
postdocs. 20 oral presentations and 5 posters were given 
by PhD/postdocs and established researchers. Three re-
nowned scientists give invited lectures: 
•	 Brigitte ZANDA (IMPMC & MNHN, Paris): For-

mation and evolution of the solar system: what meteor-
ites tell us

•	 Alejandro FERNANDEZ-MARTINER (ISTerre, 
Grenoble): A nanoscale view on the crystallization 
pathways, the structure and the hydration properties of 
calcium silicate hydrates

•	 Jean-Michel PEREIRA (Lab. Navier, Marne-la-
Vallée): Geomechanics of clays: multiphysical couplings 
and microstructure

mailto:pospisil@karlov.mff.cuni.cz
http://www.czechclaygroup.cz/
http://www.czechclaygroup.cz/
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Annual meeting of the French Clay Group: invited presenta-
tion by A. Fernandez-Martinez

The winner of the best presentation award was Almaza 
Abi Khalil, from the University of Orléans for her presen-
tation entitled: Hybrid compound formed from Chitosan/
Dual Lamellar Hydroxides/Graphitic Oxide for the capture 
of water pollutants. 
The next annual meeting will be held in Mulhouse in 
June 2023.

2.3. International Clay Conference

The last edition of the International Clay Conference 
(ICC) took place in Istanbul from July 25 to 29. On this 
occasion, the French community represented the largest 
national delegation with 44 participants.

Group photo of some of the GFA participants present at the 
conference

2.4. GFA PhD students & Postdoc Day

The GFA renewed its annual meeting for PhD students 
and postdoctoral fellows. 20 people joined this event, 
which was held both on site at Sorbonne University and 
on Zoom. This day was an opportunity for 11 young peo-
ple to present their work and to discuss with members 
of the group. A round table was also organized to share 
experiences on how to do a PhD in the clay science field. 

3. Implication of members in international instances
Sabine Petit, Research Director at CNRS -  Poitiers 
took the Vice-President chair of the Clay Minerals So-
ciety (USA). Bruno Lanson, Research Director at CNRS 
-  Grenoble, is the new President of the AIPEA. Anne-
Claire Gaillot, Assistant Professor at Institut des Matér-
iaux de Nantes, has been elected as a Council Member 
of the CMS. 

Submitted by Maguy Jaber
with the assistance of Vanessa Prevot et Erwan Paineau

Paris, January 2023
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GERMAN-AUSTRIAN-SWISS CLAY GROUP
DTTG

Now that the era of 
online only confer-
ences has died down, a 
highlight in 2022 was 
the 10th Mid Europe-
an Clay Conference MECC. The conference took place in 
Kliczkow in Poland, organised by the Polish Clay Group. 
Even though the number of participants was still some-
what small compared to previous MECC’s, many DTTG 
members took the opportunity to see and talk to each 
other and other members of the clay community again 
in persona. On the occasion of the conference, a general 
meeting of the DTTG and the election of a new board 
took place. Georg Grathoff, University of Greifswald, was 
elected to the DTTG board as president, Michael Plötze, 
ETH Zurich, as vice president, and Kristian Ufer, BGR 
Hannover, as treasurer (see pictures). 
In July 2023, an important meeting for the DTTG will 
be the Euroclay in Bari/Italy, including sessions organised 
by DTTG members.
After we succeeded in organising the 9th international 
DTTG workshop “Quantitative and Qualitative Analyses 
of Clay Minerals” in September 2021 at the Research In-
stitute for Inorganic Materials - Glass/Ceramics in Höhr-
Grenzhausen (FGK) and the Koblenz University of Ap-
plied Sciences - WesterWaldCampus in persona, the 10th 
workshop will take place from 11th to 15th Sep 2023. 
Marcel Engels and Olaf Krause as well as the colleagues 
from the FGK will make this workshop also a successful 
one. If you are interested in participating, please contact 
Marcel Engels sooner rather than later, as the workshop is 
usually booked up quickly. 
For more details on the DTTG, upcoming meetings, 
workshops, etc., please visit the DTTG website https://
www.dttg.ethz.ch/

DTTG President Georg Grathoff

Vice-President Michael Plötze

Treasurer Kristian Ufer

 

https://www.dttg.ethz.ch/
https://www.dttg.ethz.ch/
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INDIA
CLAY MINERAL SOCIETY OF INDIA

The Clay Minerals Society of India (CMSI) organised its 
24th Annual Convention and National Conference on 
“Application of Clay and Allied Sciences in Agriculture, 
Environment and Industry” at the ICAR-National Bureau 
of Soil Survey and Land Use Planning (NBSS&LUP), Re-
gional Centre, Kolkata during September 22-23, 2022.
There were three technical sessions on the following 
themes 
1. Clay Mineralogy and Nano-science
2. Application of Clays and Clay Minerals in Various 
Fields
3.  Soil Resources, Soil Health and Environment Quality
Poster presentations were also organized on the second 
day of the conference. A total of 65 research papers were 
presented (oral and poster) by researchers from all over 
India. In the technical session-I, Dr. S.C. Datta, Former 
ICAR-Emeritus Scientist, Division of Soil Science and 
Agricultural Chemistry (SS&AC), ICAR-Indian Agricul-
tural Research Institute (IARI), New Delhi, India deliv-
ered a lead lecture on “Application of Nanoclay in Agri-
culture”. In technical session-II, Dr. S.P. Datta, Professor, 
Division of SS&AC, ICAR-IARI, New Delhi, India, and 
Dr. Binoy Sarkar, Research Fellow, University of South 
Australia delivered lead lectures on “Application of clay 
minerals in remediation of metal(loid)s in polluted soil 
and water” and “Designer clay composite materials for 
emerging environmental contaminants clean-up”, respec-
tively. In the technical session-III, Dr. D.K. Pal, Former 
Principal Scientist, ICAR-NBSS&LUP, Nagpur, India 
delivered a lead lecture on “A Mechanistic Review: Pe-
dogenic Processes Derived Plant Available Water Capac-
ity (PAWC) for Rain-Fed Deep-Rooted Crops in Indi-
an Vertisols: A Pragmatic Method”. The abstracts of all 
presentations made in the 24th Annual Convention are 
available as ‘Souvenir and Abstracts’ on the CMSI web-
site (https://theclaymineralssocietyofindia.com/images/
Abstracts_book_24th_Annual_Convention.pdf ).
Besides the technical sessions, there were two special ses-
sions on the themes (i) Soil Carbon Research in Different 
Agro-ecologies, and (ii) Application of Clay Science in 
Industry and other Niche Areas.
On the first day of the conference, the 8th Professor S.K. 
Mukherjee - CMSI Foundation Lecture was also organ-
ized, which was delivered by Dr. Pankaj Srivastava, Pro-
fessor, Department of Geology, University of Delhi, New 
Delhi, India. 

Presentations by the CMSI Young Scientist Awardee and 
Travel Grant Award recipients of 2022 were also organ-
ized in the conference. Dr. Raj Mukhopadhyay, Scien-
tist, ICAR-Central Soil Salinity Research Institute (CSS-
RI), Karnal, India received the CMSI Young Scientist 
Award-2022. Ms. Kavita P. Jadav, Ph.D. Scholar, and 
Mr. Gautam Parida, M.Sc. Scholar, Division of SS&AC, 
ICAR-IARI, New Delhi, India received the Travel Grant 
Award-2022 to attend the 24th Annual Convention of the 
society held in Kolkata, India.

Photo: Inauguration of the 24th Annual Convention and 
National Conference on “Application of Clay and Allied 
Sciences in Agriculture, Environment and Industry”

Photo: Dr. Pankaj Srivastava, Professor, Department of 
Geology, University of Delhi, New Delhi, India delivering 
the 8th Professor S.K. Mukherjee - CMSI Foundation Lecture

President: Dr. Nayan Ahmed, Principal Scientist, Divi-
sion of SS&AC, ICAR-IARI, New Delhi
Secretary: Dr. Prasenjit Ray, Scientist, Division of 
SS&AC, ICAR-IARI, New Delhi

https://theclaymineralssocietyofindia.com/images/Abstracts_book_24th_Annual_Convention.pdf
https://theclaymineralssocietyofindia.com/images/Abstracts_book_24th_Annual_Convention.pdf
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ITALY
ITALIAN ASSOCIATION FOR CLAYS (AISA APS)

On June 2022, the Italian Clay Group changed its le-
gal status and the new association 
has been named Associazione Italia-
na sulle Argille (Italian Association 
for Clays). It maintained the same 
achronym (AISA) but its mission is 
now the social promotion of clay sci-
ence. For this reason the legal acro-
nym for the Italian legislation is now 
named “APS” instead of “Onlus”.
AISA members actively attended international and na-
tional conferences where they presented interesting re-
sults of their studies and research programs on clays.
As in the past, also in 2022 the Association actively pro-
moted events in schools and conferences in which its 
members are involved. In particular, AISA-APS organ-
ized, in collaboration with the Tunisian Clay Group, the 
international joint conference CAV2022 - Clays Appli-
cation and Valorisation and MMS2022 - Minerals and 
Materials Sciences, chaired by Vito Summa and Fakher 
Jamoussi. The meeting was held in Hammamet (Tuni-
sia) from 17 to 21 December 2022 (https://www.sciente-
vents.com/cav2022/).

The conference represented a great opportunity for sci-
entists, researchers and several experts in the fields of 
mineralogy, materials science, biology, chemistry and 
cultural heritage to compare ideas regarding crystalline 
and non-crystalline materials and minerals. There were 
five oral sessions, two poster sessions and two invited lec-
tures given by Serena Riela (University of Palermo, Italy) 

and Reiner Dohrman (BGR, Germany). It was a really 
friendly meeting (Fig. 1) for sharing knowledge and ex-
perience on clay minerals and clay sediments, interaction 
processes between pollutants and clays, environmental 
remediation, clays for healing use, cosmetics and SPA 
applications, synthesis of polymers, ceramic and calcined 
clays, micro and nano materials used in chemistry and 
bio-medicine.

Saverio Fiore, one of the founders of AISA, received the 
AIPEA Fellow for his life-long activity in promoting clay 
science and in supporting the clay science community 
(Fig. 2).

Fig. 2 - Saverio Fiore receving the AIPEA Fellow 2022 
award. From the left: Peter Ryan, Jocelyne Brendlé, Reiner 
Dohrmann, Alberto Lopez-Galindo and Saverio Fiore.

WORK PLAN FOR 2023:
The Association will be engaged in activities designed to 
further involve members in activities, consolidate mem-
bership and increase numbers.

Fig. 1 - Participants to the CAV-MMS 2022 meeting in Hammamet (Tunisia).

https://www.scientevents.com/cav2022/
https://www.scientevents.com/cav2022/
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AISA, in collaboration with the Institute of Methodol-
ogies for the Environmental Analyses of the National 
Research Council of Italy (CNR-IMAA) and the Dep. 
of Earth and Geoenvironmental Sciences of Univer-
sity of Bari, is involved in the organization of EURO-
CLAY 2023 (International Conference of European Clay 
Groups Association - 2023), that will be held from the 
24th to 27th July 2023 in Bari (Italy), at Villa Romanazzi 
Carducci Conference Centre. Detailed information are 
posted on www.euroclay.aipea.org 
Moreover, the AISA-APS members are also working on 
the organization of the 5th international conference on 
atmospheric dust (DUST 2023; https://www.dust2023.
atmodust.net/ ) that will be held on 22-25 May 2023 in 
Italy.
The DUST 2023 Conference will focus on inorganic 
atmospheric particulate with a wide range of scientific 
contributions mainly regarding techniques and methods 
for the PM characterization, the impact on human health 
and the environment, and the importance of dust in ge-
ological times.
The meeting will provide a unique opportunity for min-
eralogists, physicists, geochemists, engineers, volcanolo-
gists, chemists and for many other specialists to share ide-
as and knowledge on the boundless world of atmospheric 
particles. The conference sessions will cover the following 
topics: Chemistry & Mineralogy; Geological Records; 
Health & Environment; Instrumentation & Measure-
ments; Transport & Deposition; Universe Of Dust.
AISA-APS Council Board members 2020-2023
President: Vito SUMMA (Institute of Methodologies for 
Environmental Analysis, IMAA-CNR, Tito Scalo, Poten-
za)
Secretary: Antonio LETTINO (Institute of Methodolo-
gies for Environmental Analysis, IMAA-CNR, Tito Sca-
lo, Potenza)
Treasurer: Saverio FIORE (Institute of Methodologies for 
Environmental Analysis, IMAA-CNR, Tito Scalo, Poten-
za)
Vice President: Fernanda Nora ANDREOLA (Depart-
ment of Engineering “Enzo Ferrari”, University of Mode-
na and Reggio Emilia)
Councillors: Mariano MERCURIO (Department of Sci-
ence and Technology (DST), University of Sannio, Ben-
evento); Lara MARITAN (Department of Geosciences, 
University of Padova); Rocco LAVIANO (Department of 
the Earth and Geo-environmental Sciences, University of 
Bari)

Administrative address:
Associazione Italiana Sulle Argille -  APS (AISA-APS)
c/o Dipartimento di Scienze della Terra e Geoambientali
Via Orabona, 4, 70125 Bari -  Italia

Antonio Lettino
Secretary, AISA-APS

E-Mail: segreteria@aipea.it

http://www.euroclay.aipea.org
https://www.dust2023.atmodust.net/
https://www.dust2023.atmodust.net/
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THE CLAY SCIENCE SOCIETY OF JAPAN

1. Committee

The following officers were elected for the fiscal year 2023 
and 2024.
President:
Prof. J. Kawamata, Yamaguchi University
Vice president:
Dr. T. Hibino, National Institute of Advanced Industrial 
Science and Technology
Dr. M. Suzuki, National Institute of Advanced Industrial 
Science and Technology
Secretary General:
Dr. T. Ebina, National Institute of Advanced Industrial 
Science and Technology
Principal Editors:
Dr. S. Yokoyama, Central Research Institute of Electric 
Power Industry (Nendo Kagaku)
Prof. T. Nakato, Kyushu Institute of Technology (Clay 
Science)

2. The 65th annual meeting

The 65th annual meeting of the Clay Science Society 
of Japan was held at Shimane University from 7 to 8, 
September 2022. It was principally organized by Prof. R. 
Sasai of Shimane University. A total of 78 papers includ-
ing 38 posters were presented. The program included a 
special lecture of a previous president, Prof. T. Kogure, 
entitled “The road to electron microscopic structure anal-
ysis of clay minerals and its mentors”. The program also 
included a symposium entitled “Latest computational 
predictions in clay science and deepening the understand-
ing of phenomenas” with the following invited speakers:
M. Okumura (Japan Atomic Energy Agency): New de-
velopments in molecular dynamics simulation of clay 
minerals: machine learning molecular dynamics method
M. Shiga (National Institute of Advanced Industrial Sci-
ence and Technology): Molecular dynamics calculations 
of meniscus and water film at the carbon dioxide-wa-
ter-clay mineral three-phase interface system
S. Suehara (National Institute for Materials Science): 
Chemical bonding of clay minerals viewed from crystal 
orbitals

H. Sakuma (National Institute for Materials Science): 
Structural modeling of frayed edge sites: investigation 
from molecular simulation
Y. Tachi (Japan Atomic Energy Agency): Development 
of a nuclide migration model for geological disposal that 
takes into account the gap characteristics of clay barriers

Lecture room at the 65th annual CSSJ Conference

3. Awards

The society presented awards to the following members at 
the occasion of the annual meeting:
The Clay Science Society of Japan Award was given to R. 
Sasai, Shimane University.
Young Researcher Awards were given to Y. Watanabe 
(Central Research Institute of Electric Power Industry) 
and T. Hayakawa (HOJUN Co. Ltd.).
Best Technological Award was given to Sobueclay Co. 
Ltd..
Best Paper Awards were given to K. Tamura et al. (Clay 
Science, 25, 7-11) and Y. Manpuku et al. (Nendo Kaga-
ku, 60, 11-20).
Young Student Award was given to T. Harada (Yamaguchi 
University) and Y. Hirade (Tokyo Metropolitan Univer-
sity).
Best Presentation Awards were given to the following 
young researchers: T. Harada (Yamaguchi University), C. 
Chida (Iwate University), K. Yoneda (Osaka Metropoli-
tan University), Y. Nakauchi (Shinshu University) 
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Prof. Sasai

Dr. Watanabe

Dr. Hayakawa

Sobueclay Co. Ltd.

Dr. Tamura

Dr. Suzuki (Co-author)
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Mr. Harada

Mr. Hirade

4. Publication

Clay Science Society of Japan publishes three issues of 
Nendo Kagaku (Journal of the Clay Science Society of 
Japan in Japanese), and four issues of Clay Science every 
year.

For further updated information: http://www.cssj2.org/
english/ or contact Yoshikazu Kameshima, Okayama 
University, e-mail: ykameshi@cc.okayama-u.ac.jp.

Yoshikazu Kameshima
January 2023

SLOVAK CLAY GROUP (SCG)

1. Five members 
of the Slovak Clay 
Group (SCG) 
took part at Joint 
Conference of The 
17th International 
Clay Conference 
and The 59th 
Annual Meeting of The Clay Minerals Society in Istan-
bul, Turkey, July 25-29, 2022. Peter Boháč and Marek 
Osacký represented our group at meeting of  European 
Clay Groups Association (ECGA) and the AIPEA Early 
Career Clay Scientists (ECCS) meeting during the con-
ference. Yuqing Bai was awarded by The Research Grant 
of CMS for students of clay science and technology and 
The Travel Grand of CMS. Peter Uhlík, Marek Osacký 
and Ľubica Puškelová (ESI SAS) won the third place of 
11th Reynolds Cup (the international open competi-
tion in quantitative mineral analysis) organized by CMS 
(Photo 1). 
• Participation of young researcher P. Boháč was partly 
financially supported by the SCG and also by “Council 
of the Scientific Societies at the Slovak Academy of Sci-
ences” (CSS SAS).

Photo 1 The Reynolds cup team Marek Osacký, Ľubica 
Puškelová, Peter Uhlík (from left to right).

2. Fifteen members of the SCG took part at the 10th Mid-
European Clay Conference in Kliczków Castle, Poland, 
September 11-15, 2022. Two of our members presented 
plenary lectures: Juraj Bujdák - Playing with dye mole-
cules in hybrids with clay minerals to achieve photofunc-
tionality and Marek Osacký - The effect of clay miner-
als on non-aqueous bitumen extraction from Alberta oil 
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sands. Our group also actively participated in the special 
session Teaching clay sciences, which was supported by 
the International Visegrad Found. We really enjoyed 
the pleasant and friendly atmosphere of the conference, 
which was enhanced by the wonderful surrounging of the 
Kliczków Castle and the hospitality of the Polish hosts. 
Many thanks to Polish colleagues and friends for the ex-
cellent organization of the conference (Photos 2-6).
•Participation of three PhD. students were partly finan-
cially supported by the SCG (Y.Bai, M. Barlog, D. More-
no). The PhD. students obtained also financial contribu-
tion from CSS SAS to cover part of their travel conference 
expenses.

Photo 2 One of the lectures at 10th MECC in Kliczków Castle

Photo 4 Girls from Czech and Croatia with members of SCG 
(from left to right: Barbora Hudcová, Yuqing Bai, Marek Osacký, 
Ena Topalović, Miro Honty) in Kliczków Castle.

Photo 5 Guys from SCG in Kliczków Castle (from left to right: 
Martin Barlog, Peter Boháč, Daniel Moreno-Rodriquez).

Photo 3 Participants of 10th MECC in Kliczków Castle, Poland.
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Photo 6 Maria III Kaolin deposit: kaolinite-cemented fluvial 
sandstones in the Bohemian Cretaceous basin in the vicinity 
of Nowogrodziec within the 10th MECC field trip.

3. The seminar Bentonites of Slovakia took place at Facul-
ty of Natural Sciences, Comenius University in Bratislava 
(FNS CU) in October 26, 2022. The event was support-
ed and organized by Dept. of Mineralogy, Petrology and 
Economic Geology, FNS CU; Slovak Clay Group and 
Slovak Research and Development Agency. The seminar 
presented preliminary results of the project APVV-20-
0175 „Bentonite: Slovak strategic raw material - Inno-
vative assessment of bentonite quality and origin for its 
efficient use“. Most of the participants in the project are 
also SCG members. The seminar was also attended by 
representatives of companies (REGOS s.r.o and Minerals 
Technologies Inc.).

4. The election of the new SCG council took place in 
December 2022. 24 members took part in the elections, 
out of the total number of 38 SCG members.

SCG Council: Helena Pálková, Juraj Bujdák, Peter 
Boháč, Marek Osacký, Peter Uhlík

Correspondence address: 
Slovak Clay Group
Institute of Inorganic Chemistry
Dúbravská cesta 9
845 36 Bratislava
Slovak republic
e-mail: uachsncg@savba.sk
http://www.slovakclaygroup.sk/

SPAIN
SPANISH CLAY SOCIETY
SOCIEDAD ESPAÑOLA DE ARCILLAS (SEA)

The Spanish Clay Society (SEA) is 
one of the veteran scientific socie-
ties in Spain. Its beginnings date 
back to 1959 with the founding of 
the Spanish Clay Minerals group 
(GEMA), which gave rise to the 
SEA in 1971, and it is on its way to 
celebrating its 64th anniversary.

During 2022 the main event in which SEA was involved 
was the co-participated 39th Annual Meeting of the 
Spanish Mineralogical Society (SEM) and 26th Scientific 
Meeting of the Spanish Clay Society (SEA). Both scien-
tific associations have a long and close relationship. The 
SEM-SEA meeting was held 28 June -  01 July 2022, in 
Baeza (Jaén, Spain). The meeting was organized by the 
University of Jaén and coordinated by the SEM and SEA 
members Isabel Abad and África Yebra. 

During this meeting, the general assembly of SEA elected 
a renewed directive council. The term of the presidency of 
Professor Fernando Nieto, from the University of Grana-
da (UGR), has ended, and he has been succeeded by the 
elected candidate Jaime Cuevas from the Autonomous 
University of Madrid (UAM). Pilar Aranda (Madrid Ma-
terials Science Institute (ICMM-CSIC), Ana Isabel Ruiz 
(UAM) and Francisco Javier Huertas (Andalusian Insti-
tute of Earth Sciences, IACT-CSIC) have been elected 
as Vice president, Secretary and Treasurer, respectively. 
The SEA council and related information is presented in 
https://sea-arcillas.es/ 

The program for the SEM-SEA 2022 meeting included a 
two-days workshop, one of them a field trip to the Lin-
ares mining district, plenary conferences, posters and oral 
presentations as well as an endearing tribute to our de-
ceased honorary member, professor Emilio Galán. Profes-
sor Emilio Galan was a very appreciated member of both 
Societies in which he was elected president. The tribute 
was presented by Fernando Nieto and Blanca Bauluz, 
SEA and SEM presidents.  Patricia Aparicio gave a heart-
felt speech.

A two-days workshop seminar entitled Continental Sed-
iment Metal Contamination by Agricultural, Industrial 
and Mining Activities: Mineral Processes and Bioavaila-
bility took place on June 28-29. Scientists and profession-
als of international prestige in this field gave the following 
lectures: Industrial trace element contamination in wet-

https://sea-arcillas.es/
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lands: the effect of the precipitation of biogenic sulfides 
(Beata Smieja-Król, University of Silesia), Reactivity of 
clays and metal nanomaterials in waters and sediments 
from saline wetlands: the role of the bacterial communi-
ties (Rosario Jiménez-Espinosa and Juan Jiménez-Millán, 
University of Jaén), Metal mobility in acid mine drain-
age-impacted waters: from rivers to oceans (Rafael Pérez 
López, University of Huelva), The impact of nanomateri-
als on the Earth systems (Michael F. Hochella Jr. Virgin-
ia Tech University) and Metal sorption processes by clay 
minerals in soil and sediments (Tibor Nemeth, Eötvös 
Loránd University).

The second day was a programmed scientific excursion 
to the Linares Mining District (metal pollution in hy-
drographic networks of abandoned mining basins). The 
lectures have been published in volume 15 of the jour-
nal Seminarios de la Sociedad Española de Mineralogía 
which can be downloaded from the SEM website (http://
www.semineral.es/websem/).

The scientific sessions took place June 30- July 1 and in 
addition to the 100 contributions (52 oral communica-
tions and 48 posters) about mineralogy, petrology, geo-
chemistry, mineral deposits and clay minerals, included 
three plenary lectures: La contaminación del suelo por la 
minería metálica de la Faja Pirítica Ibérica (Juan Car-
los Fernández Caliani, University of Huelva), Designed 
structure and functions of the hybrids between smectites and 
water-soluble polymer (Makoto Ogawa, Vidyasirimedhi 
Institute of Science and Technology) and Desde el man-
to terrestre hasta Cumbre Vieja (La Palma): La erupción 
volcánica de 2021 (José Mangas Viñuela, University of 
Las Palmas de Gran Canaria). A program of grants and 
awards encouraged the participation of young research-
ers. All these scientific contributions have been published 
in volume 29 of Macla, the journal of the SEM, which is 
available at the SEM website (http://www.semineral.es/
websem/). During these sessions professor Manuel Pozo 
presented a Spanish language adapted version of the Clay 
Minerals Society (CMS) Glossary of Clay Science, soon 
available through SEA web page ( https://sea-arcillas.es/)

Three awards for young researchers were given to the 
best presentations at the conference by the two scien-
tific societies, SEM and SEA. The winners were: Diego 
Domínguez-Carretero (Universitat de Barcelona) for the 
oral communication “(Nano)-partículas de Au-Ag en 
sulfuros masivos volcanogénicos de la ofiolita de Haba-
na-Matanzas, Cuba”, Alex Tiewin Abu (Universitat de 
Barcelona) for the poster “The role of siderite on abiot-
ic nitrite reduction by dissolved Fe(II)” and Mar Mo-
rales-Hidalgo (Universidad de Granada) for the oral com-

munication “Influencia de la comunidad microbiana de 
la bentonita en la biotransformación del Se(IV) y la cor-
rosión del cobre a altas temperaturas”. Dr. Xabier Arroyo 
was awarded with the photography price funded by SEA.

Also, the “Initiation to Clay Studies” Award in 2022 was 
granted to Andrea García Vicente from the University of 
Salamanca for his Master’s Tesis entitled “Caracterización 
estructural y respuesta espectral de caolines”, supervised 
by Prof. Mercedes Suárez, Prof. Emilia García Romero 
and Dr. Juan Morales Sánchez-Migallón. The Selection 
Committee of the Award was formed by Prof. Fernando 
Nieto García (University of Granada, SEA President), Dr. 
María José Bentabol Manzanares and Dr. Marta Pelayo 
Bayón.

Acknowledgements

A significant part of this text has been summarized from 
Isabel Abad and África Yebra reporting as coordinators 
SEM-SEA 2022 (Universidad de Jaén)

Picture 1: Participants of the SEM-SEA meeting 2022.

Picture 2. Participants of the field-trip (Linares mining 
district).

http://www.semineral.es/websem/
http://www.semineral.es/websem/
http://www.semineral.es/websem/
http://www.semineral.es/websem/
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Picture 3. Opening ceremony of the SEMSEA conference 
during the intervention of the coordinators (Isabel Abad, left, 
África Yebra, right).

Picture 4. Winners of the young researchers awards Diego 
Domínguez-Carretero, Alex Tiewin Abu and Mar Morales-
Hidalgo with Fernando Nieto (SEA president, left) and 
Blanca Bauluz (SEM president, right).

Picture 5. SEA Photography award to Xabier Arroyo.

Picture 6. Tribute event dedicated to Professor Emilio Galán.
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TUNISIA
TUNISIAN CLAY GROUP

1- Committee:
The members of the Tunisian 
Clay Group (TCG) Executive 
Committee are:
President: Fakher Jamoussi
Vice-President: Nouri Hatira
Secretary General: Mondher Hachani
Treasurer: Béchir Moussi
Members: Hédi Ridha Chaftar

Samir Baklouti
Ali Tlili
Emna Fakhfakh
Imen Khiari
Khalil Lazaar

The year 2022 was marked by the death of one of the 
founding members of Tunisian Clay Group Pr. Mourad 
Bédir. 
Pr. Mourad Bédir is the former Director General of the 

Water Researches and Technologies Center and former 
Director of the Georesource Laboratory. He died on the 
day of the general assembly of our association on Decem-
ber 17, 2022 and the day before the opening ceremony of 
CAV2022. Peace to his soul.

General Assembly of Tunisian Clay Group

The General Assembly of Tunisian Clay Group took place 
on December 17, 2022 from 2 p.m. to 3:30 p.m. at the 
Medina Bélisaire hotel in Hammamet on the sidelines of 
CAV2022.

The members present approved the moral and financial 
report of Tunisian Clay Group.

Photo: General Assembly of Tunisian Clay Group De-
cember 17, 2022
Participation to congress and symposium:
Some members of the Tunisian Clay Group (TCG) par-
ticipated during 2022 to the International Clay Confer-
ence” ICC 2022” in Istanbul Turkey, 25-29 July 2022.
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Photos: International Clay Conference "ICC 2022" in 
Istanbul Turkey.

Scientific excursion:

The Tunisian Clay Group organized a scientific excursion 
for the students of the University of Tunis El Manar in the 
context of the Valorization of Geomaterials in the region 
of Jebel Oust, Zriba et Hammam Jedidi, April 1st, 2022.

Photos: Excursion for the students of the Tunis El Manar 
University April 1st, 2022

Organization of the CAV2022 Congress
The Tunisian Clay Group and the Italian Association for 
Clay organized the “Clay Application and Valorisation” 
CAV2022 from December 17 to 21, 2022 at the Bélisaire 
hotel in Hammamet Tunisia. The CAV2022 was sched-
uled for March 2022 but due to the Covid19 pandemic it 
was postponed to December 17-21, 2022. This change of 
date posed many problems of withdrawal and organiza-
tion. The CAV2022 saw the participation of around sixty 
people with 31 oral communications, 20 poster commu-
nications and 2 Invited Lectures.
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Photos: Organisation of “Clay Application and Valorisation” 
CAV2022

On December 20, a Field Trip took place with the partici-
pation of 18 people and featured Thermo-mineral source 
of Hammam Zriba - Water Temple of Zaghouan (Ziqua) 
- Jebel Oust - Aqueduct - Oudhna (Uthina).
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Photos: Field Trip Thermo-mineral source of Hammam 
Zriba - Water Temple of Zaghouan (Ziqua) - Jebel Oust - 
Aqueduct - Oudhna (Uthina).
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For further information, please contact:
Prof. Fakher Jamoussi, 
Centre de Recherches et des Technologies des Eaux, 
Technopôle de Borj Cédria 
BP 273, 8020, Soliman, Tunisia 
E-Mail: tunisianclaygroup@yahoo.fr
fakherjamoussi@gmail.com 

By the President of the Tunisian Clay Group
Prof. Fakher Jamoussi

December 2022

UNITED KINGDOM AND IRELAND
CLAY MINERALS GROUP 
CLAY MINERALS GROUP OF THE MINERAL-
OGICAL SOCIETY OF THE UK AND IRELAND 

In the past year (2022), the Clay Minerals Group 
(CMG) celebrated its 75-year Jubilee! Founded in 1947 
with an inaugural meeting in Burlington House, the 
Clay Minerals Group of the Mineralogical Society was 
the first of the ‘special interest groups’ that have con-
tributed so much to the life and success of this Society. 
The CMG organised and coordinated a jubilee year of 
activities and events to excite clay scientists and make 
the topic accessible to the wider mineral-interested 
community. 

2-DAY 75-YEAR JUBILEE MEETING 
To mark the special occasion, the CMG expanded the 
yearly Research-in-Progress meeting to a 2-day event. 
Held as hybrid in-person/online event at the Natural His-
tory Museum (NHM) in London on 25-26 May 2022, it 
was organised by Francis Clegg (Sheffield Hallam Univer-
sity) with the support of Mike Rumsey (NHM). We were 
honoured by the attendance of many of the past CMG 
officers -  as captured in the photograph.

 
All CMG officers, past and present who were able to attend 
the meeting gathered for this photograph. Included left to 

mailto:tunisianclaygroup@yahoo.fr
https://www.minersoc.org/jubilee-year-2022.html
https://www.minersoc.org/cmg-jubilee-meeting-2022.html
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right are: Dick Merriman, Christopher Jeans, Helen Pend-
lowski, Francis Clegg, Anke Neumann, Dave Wray, Ian Wil-
son, Simon Kemp, Steve Hillier, David Morgan and Chris 
Greenwell. Another, who attended online, was former chair, 
secretary, treasurer and editor, Derek Bain.

On the first day, invited research presentations highlight-
ed the past and present of CMG and clay research. Invit-
ed talks were given by:
Simon Kemp (British Geological Survey) -  A history of 
the Clay Minerals Group
Christopher Jeans (University of Cambridge) -  How to 
survive as a clay mineralogist!
Claire Fialips (TotalEnergies) -  Lithofacies-petrophysi-
cal-geomechanical relationships in the Vaca Muerta Fm, 
Neuquen Basin, Argentina
Chris Greenwell (Durham University) -  Chemistry be-
tween the sheets -  the happy marriage of computer simu-
lation and experimental methods in clay science
Steve Hillier (The James Hutton Institute) -  A tale of two 
halloysites
Ian Wilson (Consultant) -  A trip around some kaolin and 
halloysite deposits
The day was rounded off by ‘behind the scenes tours’ 
through the collection of the NHM, led by Mike Rumsey 
and Javier Cuadros; and by a Conference banquet that 
was attended by many of the past CMG officers. Also 
in attendance were Jon Lloyd, the Mineralogical Socie-
ty President and Sally Gibson, President Elect, both of 
whom spoke warmly about the importance to the Society 
of the Clay Minerals Group and how the CMG will be 
integral to the Society’s future as it approaches its own 
milestone 150 years of existence (2026).

The second day followed the more traditional style of a 
Research-in-progress meeting, with excellent oral and 
poster contributions by Early Career Scientists. As a spe-
cial treat, we had the privilege to host Joe Stucki (Uni-
versity of Illinois) as an additional invited speaker during 
this day. The student presentation prizes were awarded 
to Hassan Majiya (Sheffield Hallam University) and Max 
Rose (University of Manchester).

Video Interviews
During each month of the Jubilee Year, the CMG has 
been recording and publishing one interview, highlight-
ing the diversity of minds and hearts behind the fantastic 
world of clay mineral research and application. So far, the 
following interviews have been released on the Youtube 
channel:
January 2022 interview -  Adi Radian (Technion, Israel), 
interviewed by Anke Neumann
February 2022 interview -  Warren Huff (University of 

Cincinnati, USA), interviewed by Kevin Murphy
March 2022 interview -  Kirill Shafran (BYK Additives), 
interviewed by Francis Clegg
April 2022 interview -  Lynda Williams (Arizona State 
University, USA), interviewed by Neal Skipper
May 2022 interview -  Nathalie Fagel (Université de 
Liège, Belgium), interviewed by Megan Baker
June 2022 interview -  Christopher Jeans (University of 
Cambridge, UK), interviewed by Kevin Murphy and Da-
vid Wray
July 2022 interview -  Yael Mishael (The Hebrew Uni-
versity of Jerusalem, Israel), 23rd George Brown Lecturer, 
interviewed by Anke Neumann
August 2022 interview -  Ruhaida Rumsin (Universiti Te-
knologi MARA, Malaysia), interviewed by Binoy Sarkar
September 2022 interview -  Sabine Petit (Université 
de Poitiers, France), 21st George Brown Lecturer, inter-
viewed by Steve Hillier
October 2022 interview -  David Morgan, Derek Bain, 
George Christidis and Chun Hui Zhou (past and present 
Editors of Clay Minerals), interviewed by Kevin Murphy

CMG Newsletter ‘Phyllosophical News’
A team of Early Career Clay Scientists has been working 
on putting together a regular CMG newsletter, which was 
launched as part of the Jubilee Year. The first issue was 
published in April 2022, covering on its 9 pages topics as 
diverse as history, new publications, guess the clay min-
eral and an interview with the 23rd George Brown Lec-
turer Yael Mishael (The Hebrew University of Jerusalem, 
Israel). The second issue was published in October 2022 
and contained 6 pages of sincere and not so sincere clay 
mineralogy.

We are very indebted to the team, Megan Baker (Univer-
sity of Durham), Nia Gray-Wannell (The James Hutton 
Institute) and Maggie White (Newcastle University) who 
are currently looking for more Early Career Clay Scien-
tists to join the ‘Phyllosophical News’ editorial team.

Images of Clay
Each month during the Jubilee Year, we added a new im-
age of a clay to the Images of Clay archive, which is a joint 
initiative of the CMG and The Clay Minerals Society. All 
of the 12 new images are from the UK and Ireland and 
are being provided by Steve Hillier (The James Hutton 
Institute) and team. The new additions are:
January 2022 image -  Scottish halloysite
February 2022 image -  Yorkshire berthierine
March 2022 image -  Cornish kaolinite
April 2022 image -  Irish gibbsite
May 2022 image - Welsh dickite
June 2022 image - Scottish saponite

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCJLEvvFJEAtt2SRHozqd7LQ/videos
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCJLEvvFJEAtt2SRHozqd7LQ/videos
https://youtu.be/W6dE2Kaw9yI
https://youtu.be/MKO3xLRCZEY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Tk0ONmpGqr4
https://youtu.be/BF3JNHPj5ZI
https://youtu.be/zRCcBFqjHmo
https://youtu.be/Pr9QBl1TnZU
https://www.minersoc.org/phyllosophical-news.html
https://www.minersoc.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/CMG-newsletter-Jubilee-edition-issue-1.pdf
https://www.minersoc.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/10/CMG-newsletter-Autumn2022_Final.pdf
https://www.minersoc.org/images-of-clay.html


	 Page 38

July 2022 image -  Irish kaolinite/smectite
August 2022 image -  Devonian palygorskite
September 2022 image - Worcestershire illite/smectite
October 2022 image -  Cornish allophane
November 2022 image -  Kent Ca-montmorillonite
December 2022 image -  Hampshire glauconite

Image competition
We ran an international competition to find the ‘best’ new 
image to add to the Images of Clay archive. From among 
the very strong submissions, the winning image was pro-
vided by Marli de Jongh (British Geological Survey) and 
shows a stunning capture of chlorite with goethite from 
the Triassic, Schleerieth Sandstone, Germany:

LAUNCH OF NEW CMG RESEARCH GRANT
We launched a CMG Research Grant, which is open to 
submissions from PhD students or Early Career Research-
ers (ECR). The principal objective is to promote, instigate 
and deliver clay mineral-based research. The award can be 
used for mobility to instigate and/or carry out research, 
as seed-corn funding to begin a research-based ‘proof of 
concept’ investigation, or to obtain materials, chemicals 
or small instruments for a specific research purpose. The 
maximum amount of money available per year will be 
approximately £3,000 and up to £1,000 can be awarded 
per applicant. The deadline for applications is 1 May each 
year.

Twitter Campaign 
We have been ramping up our Twitter activities and 
branding special Tweets as Jubilee-year Tweets. We have 
published 75 tweets during the Jubilee Year and will keep 
a strong social media presence in the coming years!

Clay Minerals
The CMG is responsible for the journal Clay Minerals, 
an international journal of mineral sciences, published 
four times a year. Last year, the four issues published 
comprised a total of 24 papers, one short paper and two 
review articles (one based on the 22nd George Brown lec-
ture delivered by David Manning, Newcastle University).  

Look out for the release of several special issues in Sep-
tember 2023! Topics include ‘REE and critical metal 
in clays’ organized by Asuman Turkmenoglu; and ‘New 
Technologies for Industrial Wastewater Reclamation: 
(soils, LDHs, zeolites)’ organized by Dr. I. Tlili. A third 
special issue is dedicated to topics and sessions from 
ICC2022.

The success of the journal is made possible by the hard 
work of the Principal Editors, George Christidis (Techni-
cal University of Crete) and Chun Hui Zhou (Zhejiang 
University of Technology), and the entire Editorial Board.

CMG-SPONSORED ACTIVITIES
The CMG organised sessions and talks at the prestig-
ious International Clay Conference (Istanbul, 25-29 July 
2022), including the 2022 George Brown Lecture by Yael 
Mishael (The Hebrew University of Jerusalem) in the 
session ‘Clays for contaminants control’ coordinated by 
Binoy Sarkar (Lancaster University / University of South 
Australia) on behalf of the CMG. 

At the Mid-European Clay Conference (Kliczków Castle, 
11-15 September 2022), Sabine Petit (Université de Poi-
tiers) delivered the 2020 George Brown Lecture, which 
was postponed due to the pandemic.

Research-in-Progress Meeting 2023
SAVE THE DATE!! The CMG’s Research in Progress 
(RiP) Meeting will take place on 18 May 2023 at the 
University of Leeds. The CMG’s most recent committee 
member Alastair Marsh will organise this RiP Meeting 
with the title ‘Clays and construction: 2023 Clay Min-
erals Group Research-in-Progress meeting’. Please check 
regularly for updates here: https://www.minersoc.org/
cmg-rip.html

This meeting will explore recent advances in understand-
ing the role of clay minerals in construction, and how 
they can be used to shape and improve the built environ-
ment. This topic area spans everything from clay-based 
renders to improve air quality, the role of clay minerals in 
geotechnics, calcined clays in low-carbon cements, natu-

https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/clay-minerals
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/clay-minerals/article/mineral-stabilities-in-soils-how-minerals-can-feed-the-world-and-mitigate-climate-change/C9B3A3F9F40D8BEC791704A2CADE981E
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/clay-minerals/article/mineral-stabilities-in-soils-how-minerals-can-feed-the-world-and-mitigate-climate-change/C9B3A3F9F40D8BEC791704A2CADE981E
https://www.minersoc.org/cmg-rip.html
https://www.minersoc.org/cmg-rip.html
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ral earth building, and much more. We invite abstracts 
on any topic in clay mineral science in general, includ-
ing research-in-progress. We particularly encourage those 
with interest in the theme of clays and construction, early 
career researchers, and those working in industry.

Stay in touch!
There are many ways to keep up to date with the CMG’s 
activities. The CMG has an active Twitter account (@
CMG_minsoc) and LinkedIn Group (Clay Minerals 
Group (MinerSoc)). The CMG webpage is being updated 
regularly; we have the Phyllosophical News to keep you 
updated (so sign up any time!); and a range of Bursaries 
that you can benefit from!

On behalf of the CMG committee, 
Anke Neumann (Chair)

and Helen Pendlowski (Secretary)

EUROPEAN CLAY GROUPS ASSOCIATION
ECGA

ECGA is an association of 18 national clay groups from 
Europe and the Mediterranean region. The aim of ECGA 
is to stimulate research among, and to distribute informa-
tion to, European scientists relating to all aspects of clay 
science and technology.
In 2022 six meetings of the ECGA Council were held, 
five of them as video sessions, while the meeting in Is-
tanbul at XVII INTERNATIONAL CLAY CONFER-
ENCE was a hybrid session. The Council took a couple 
of decisions:
- due to the armed conflict between Russia and Ukraine, 
the quadrennial meeting of the European Clay Groups 
Association (EuroClay), originally scheduled to take place 
in Moscow in July 2023, will be organised by the Italian 
Association for Clays in Bari, Italy, from 24 to 27 July 
2023. Information is available at www.euroclay.aipea.org
- a letter was sent to the President of AIPEA Reiner 
Dohrmann to ask if AIPEA agrees with ECGA to organ-
ise an ICC every two years, where one tentatively called 
ICC-Euroclay will be organized every four years in a 
country that belongs to ECGA.
During several meetings, the future of ECGA was dis-
cussed in order to make it more active, taking care not to 
overlap with AIPEA activities.
 

ECGA President Saverio Fiore chairs the hybrid ECGA 
Council meeting organised in Istanbul during XVII ICC

https://www.minersoc.org/cmg.html
https://www.minersoc.org/phyllosophical-news.html
https://www.minersoc.org/clay-minerals-group-bursary.html
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Upcoming 2023 Conferences
https://aipea.org/conferences/

DUST 2023
5th International Conference on Atmospheric Dust
22-25 May 2023 - BARI, Italy
https://www.dust2023.atmodust.net/

EuroClay 2023
24 27 July 2023 - BARI, Italy
https://euroclay.aipea.org/

 
October 21-24, 2023 
Qing Yang (Jiu Hua Shan), Chi Zhou City, Anhui, 
China
E-mail: wfim7_2023@126.com
Web: http://www.qyim-cn.com/regulations/1101707.
html

Upcoming Meetings

https://www.dust2023.atmodust.net/
https://euroclay.aipea.org/
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Becoming member of AIPEA is recommended to every-
body interested in clays and clay minerals. At the moment, 
the main mean of communication among all members of 
this association is its website (www.aipea.org). There, all in-
formation is concentrated and made available to all AIPEA 
members, such as updated information from many events 
that are being organized around the world besides other 
information that might be of general interest.

The rules of acceptance of new members are defined in 
the AIPEA Statutes and By-Laws (www.aipea.org/statute.
html), as follows:

Statutes:
“II. MEMBERSHIP
3. a) AIPEA may accept as members individuals (indi-

vidual members, who may also be life members), insti-
tutions and companies (corporate members), and na-
tiona1 or regiona1 societies (Affiliated Societies) with 
an interest in clay research or technology. 
b) Application for individual or corporate membership 
shall be made in writing to the ... Treasurer and be 
accompanied by the appropriate membership fee. Ap-
plications from Societies wishing to become Affiliated 
shall be made to the Secretary General in writing giv-
ing relevant information on field of interest, number 
of members, etc.: if approved by Council (which shall 
not be required to give any reason for non-approval) 
the Society shall become Affiliated on payment of the 
appropriate membership fee.
c) Membership will be for the period for which the 
membership fee is paid. If it is one year’s dues the 
member will be in good standing for one year. If the 
membership fee is not paid, the membership may be 
cancelled unless there are extenuating circumstances 
which will be determined by the Council...” 

By-Laws:
“Individuals 65 years of age and older who have been 
individual members for 12 years or more shall automati-
cally become Life Members on notification to the Trea-
surer. A Life Member must verify his membership every 
4 years coinciding with the year of the International 
Clay Conference...”

To facilitate the admission of new members, AIPEA made 
available the Membership Application Form at its web 
page www.aipea.org/membership.html. Those interested 
in being part of this organization should fill it out and 
mail it to the AIPEA Treasurer, who will send information 
of how to pay the annual fee:

Dr. Alberto LOPEZ GALINDO, Treasurer
Instituto Andaluz de Ciencias de la Tierra, Director 
CSIC - Universidad de Granada
Phone: +34 958 230 000 ext. 190212
Fax: +34 958 552620
Email: alberto@ugr.es

AIPEA Membership
Application Form
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Association Internationale pour l’Etude des Argiles

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION FORM 

Family Name Given Name 

Title Phone Email 

Institution 

Mailing Address 

Type of membership  Amount of dues for years 

Your Society 
If you are an individual member of an affiliated Society, give the name of the Society 

Date Signature 

CHANGE OF ADDRESS NOTICE 

Family Name Given Name 

Title Phone Email 

Institution 

Mailing Address 

Your Society 

Date effective Signature 

Fees: $30.00USD/4-year individually; $15.00USD/4-year student or retiree; $100.00USD/4-year corporate sponsor.
Note: Sponsoring Societies pay dues on behalf of their members.
Payment by PayPal and credit card: visit www.aipea.org/membership.html. Wire Transfer: contact Treasurer by email. 

Fees: $30.00 USD/4-year individually; $15.00 USD/4-year student (students must prove their status through an official
document provided by their university); $100.00 USD/4-year corporate sponsor.
*student/retiree - professional - corporate
Note: Affiliated Societies pay dues on behalf of their members.
Payment by PayPal and credit card: visit www.aipea.org/membership.html

Wire Transfer: emailing treasurer treasurer@aipea.org

*


