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President’s Report
Dear clay scientists,

For the first time, I am addressing our 
community through this medium—a 
community made up of researchers 
from many different fields who share a 
common goal: to advance and exchange 
knowledge about clay minerals. After 
several decades devoted to the study of 
clays, it is a great honour for me to serve 
as President of our Association during 
this term.
I would also like to take this opportuni-
ty to express my sincere gratitude to the 
colleagues who served on the Council 
during the previous term and who, under the presidency of Bruno Lanson, carried 
out excellent work on behalf of our society. In particular, I would like to highlight the 
drafting of the new statutes and the integration of the International Clay Conference 
and the Euroclay series into Clay, the international meeting that we will hold bienni-
ally starting next year.
The first issue of the AIPEA Newsletter was published in July 1966, and it stated: “The 
Newsletter is not meant as a scientific journal but as an international link between clay 
scientists throughout the world.” In this spirit, one of the most important roles of this 
publication is to provide space for national groups to share information about their 
activities, particularly upcoming meetings and conferences taking place in different 
countries. These gatherings are always the best opportunities to exchange knowledge, 
establish or strengthen collaborations, and enjoy time with colleagues who, over the 
years, often become friends.
I warmly encourage you to participate in these meetings and also to stay tuned for the 
announcements that will soon begin to circulate regarding the organization of the new 
AIPEA meeting: our first Clay Conference, which will take place in Madrid from 20 
to 26 June 2027. The organizing committee is already working very actively on this 
event. By the time you receive this Newsletter, you will probably have already received 
the first official communication, including the call for sessions—clear evidence that 
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AFFILIATED 
S O C I E T I E S

•	 Algerian Clay Group

•	 Chinese Association for the 
Study of Clays (CASC)

•	 Clay Minerals Group of the 
Mineralogical Society (UK and 
Ireland)

•	 Clay Minerals Society of India 
(CMSI)

•	 Clay Science Society of Japan 
(CSSJ)

•	 Croatian Clay Group

•	 Czech National Clay Group 
(CNCG)

•	 European Clay Group 
Association

•	 French Clay Group (GFA)

•	 German-Austrian-Swiss Clay 
Group (DTTG)

•	 Korean Clay Science Society 
(KCSS)

•	 Hungarian Clay Group (HCG)

•	 Israel Society for Clay Research

•	 Italian Association for the Study 
of Clays (AISA)

•	 (North American) The Clay 
Minerals Society (CMS)

•	 Polish Clay Group (PCG)

•	 Portuguese Clay Group (APA)

•	 Russian Clay Group

•	 Slovak Clay Group

•	 Spanish Clay Society (SEA)

•	 Tunisian Clay Group (TCG)

•	 Clay Science Society-Turkey

•	 Ukrainian Clay Group

preparations for our next gathering are already well underway.
Regarding the activities of the committees, I would like to highlight here the work 
of the Early Career Clay Scientists (ECCS) Committee, which is described in the 
corresponding section of this Newsletter. ECCS members are doing an excellent job 
organizing the webinar series, which has already become one of the most effective ways 
for the youngest clay scientists to present and discuss their results.
AIPEA also continues to maintain close relationships with other scientific societies. 
Particularly noteworthy are the periodic reports on our activities published in Ele-
ments, which help connect our community with researchers across the broader Earth 
sciences. In this context, I would also like to take this opportunity to congratulate the 
Mineralogical Society of the UK and Ireland—and especially the members of its Clay 
Minerals Group—on the celebration of their 150th anniversary this year. We are also 
grateful to them for the excellent organization of the XVIII International Clay Con-
ference held in Dublin last summer, which enabled the development of numerous and 
diverse scientific sessions as well as several social activities, summarized in the report.
I look forward to seeing many of you soon—at the next ECCS webinar, at meetings of 
the national groups, and with our sights already set on the first AIPEA Clay Confer-
ence in Madrid in 2027.
With best wishes,

Mercedes Suárez
March 2026
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AIPEA OFFICERS AND COUNCIL 2025-2029

The current AIPEA Council was elected during the 18th 
International Clay Conference held in Dublin in July 
2025. Term lengths for officers and council members will 
carry through the CLAY 2029 conference, at which new 
AIPEA Officers and Council will be elected.

AIPEA Executive Officers for 2025-2029

Prof. Mercedes Suarez, President
Department of Geology, 
University of Salamanca
Spain
email: president@aipea.org

Prof. Tsutomu Sato, Vice-President
Division of Sustainable Resources Engineering,
Hokkaido University
Japan
Email: vicepresident@aipea.org

Dr. Bruno Lanson, Past-President
ISTerre,
Université Grenoble Alpes, Grenoble
France
Email: pastpresident@aipea.org

Dr. Liva Dzene, Secretary General
Institute of Material Science of Mulhouse
University of Upper Alsace
France
Email: secretary@aipea.org

Dr. F. Javier Huertas, Treasurer
Instituto Andaluz de Ciencias de la Tierra - CSIC
Armilla, Granada
Spain
Email: treasurer@aipea.org

AIPEA Council Members for 2025-2029

Dr. Erzsébet Harman-Tóth, Councillor (2nd term)
Eötvös Museum of Natural History
Budapest
Hungary

Dr. Tanya Peretyazhko, Councillor (2nd term)
Jacobs, NASA-Johnson Space Center
Houston, Texas
USA

Assoc. Prof. Adi Radian, Councillor (2nd term)
Laboratory of Soil and Environmental Chemistry,
Technion, Haifa
Israel

Dr. Jae-Min Oh, Councillor (1st term)
Dongguk University
Seoul
South Korea 

Prof. Vera Regina Leopoldo Constantino, Councillor (1st 
term)
Universidade de São Paulo
São Paulo
Brazil

Prof. Xionghan Feng, Councillor (1st term)
College of Resources and Environment, Huazhong Agri-
cultural University
Wuhan
China

Dr. Karolina Rybka, Chair of Early Career Clay Scientists 
Committee
Institute of Geological Sciences, PAS
Kraków
Poland
e-mail: eccs@aipea.org

AIPEA
Officers and Council

mailto:president@aipea.org
mailto:vicepresident@aipea.org
mailto:pastpresident@aipea.org
mailto:secretary@aipea.org
mailto:treasurer@aipea.org
mailto:eccs@aipea.org
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Prof. Jaime Cuevas, Representative of CLAY 2027
Universidad Autónoma de Madrid
Madrid
Spain

Prof. Shiyong Sun, Representative of CLAY 2029
Southwest University of Science and Technology
Mianyang, Sichuan
China
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AIPEA Early Career Clay Scientists (ECCS)

During the ICC Conference in Dublin, the composition 
of the AIPEA Early Career Clay Scientists (ECCS) Com-
mittee was completed for the new term 2025–2029. The 
Committee currently consists of seven members:

•	 Karolina Rybka, assistant professor at the Insti-
tute of Geological Sciences, Polish Academy of 
Sciences, Poland - chair

•	 Bidemi Fashina, post-doctoral fellow at Sandia 
National Laboratories, USA

•	 Javier García Rivas, assistant professor at the 
Complutense University of Madrid, Spain

•	 Rashidul Islam, researcher at the University of 
Newcastle, Australia

•	 Yun Li, associate researcher at Xi’an Shiyou Uni-
versity, China

•	 Mohamed Mouafon, post-doctoral researcher at 
IMT Mines Albi, France

•	 Raphaela de Oliveira, researcher at the Brazilian 
Synchrotron Light Laboratory, Brazil

During the conference, the Committee members who 
were present in Dublin met in person to ensure a smooth 
handover of responsibilities from the previous term and 
to discuss the main directions and priorities for the up-
coming years. The previous committee, chaired by Liva 
Dzene, organised an ECCS Coffee Break, providing ear-
ly-career researchers with an informal space to meet, ex-
change experiences, and network within the clay science 
community. Additionally, discussion panel ‘How to be a 
good reviewer’ was organised to support young scientists 
taking their first steps as reviewers, but also for the whole 
community to share experiences.

Beyond conference activities, the ECCS Committee 
meets regularly online to coordinate its work, discuss stra-
tegic directions, and plan new initiatives aimed at sup-
porting early-career clay scientists.

The Committee continues the tradition of bimonthly 
ECCS webinars. The first webinar of the current term 
took place on November 17th 2025, was organized by Yun 
Li, and featured three presentations from the Chinese As-
sociation for the Study of Clays. The webinar focused 
on diverse roles of clay minerals, ranging from clay–dye 
interactions in ancient Maya Blue pigments (Guanzheng 
Zhuang) to the involvement of clays in surface-induced 
oxidation of aqueous Mn(II) and the formation of man-
ganese (hydr)oxides (Yixuan Yang). It also highlighted 
advanced, controllable synthesis of montmorillonite–
hydrotalcite coatings designed for high environmental 
tolerance and passive daytime radiative cooling (Xinyu 
Lei). The second webinar was held on January 27th, 
2026, was organised by Elisa Laita Florián and featured 
the presentations from the Spanish Clay Society, includ-
ing structural characterization of smectites, with a focus 
on identifying cis- and trans-vacant layer configurations 
using X-ray diffraction (Adrián Lorenzo Hernández). It 
also explored hydrocalumite and hydrocalumite-type lay-
ered double hydroxides and their potential applications 
(Alejandro Jiménez Martín), as well as clay-based hybrid 
materials developed for drug delivery systems (Alexander 
Misol Gallego).

In parallel, the ECCS Committee has been working on a 
survey addressed to all AIPEA members, with particular 
focus on early-career researchers. The aim of the survey 
is to identify the needs of the community and to better 
align ECCS activities with these expectations. We warmly 
invite all AIPEA members to participate in the survey: 
https://s.surveyplanet.com/hh9a2xl9.

Preliminary responses indicate a strong interest in webi-
nars dedicated to analytical methods for clay minerals. 
We therefore encourage researchers interested in giving 
such lectures within the ECCS webinar series to contact 
the Committee (eccs@aipea.org). We also invite anyone 
who would like to be added to our mailing list to contact 
us at the email address provided.

Early Career Clay 
Scientists Committee

https://s.surveyplanet.com/hh9a2xl9
mailto:eccs@aipea.org
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Bruno Lanson is the Chair of the AIPEA Nomenclature 
Committee. 
The purpose of the AIPEA Nomenclature Committee is 
to make general and specific recommendations concern-
ing:
1.	 definitions of mineralogical and crystallographic 

clay-related terms;
2.	 classification and terminology of clays, clay minerals 

and related terms;
3.	 standardization of structural and descriptive terms;
4.	 the establishment of procedures/criteria for deter-

mining species;
5.	 the emphasis (or re-emphasis) of the proper use of 

terms; and
6.	 any additional aspects relating to nomenclature.
Approximately 25 published and unpublished reports 
have been written since the 1950s. An extensive report 
was published in Clay Minerals (2006; 41, 863-877).

Committee Members are:
Bruno Lanson (CNRS-Grenoble) – Chair
Jan Dietel (Landeslabor Berlin-Brandenbur, Germany)
Katja Emmerich (Karlsruhe Inst. Tchnol., Germany)
Hongping He (Guangzhou Inst. Geoch., China)
Steve Hillier (James Hutton Institute, UK)
Toshihiro Kogure (Univ. Tokyo, Japan)
Balwant Singh (Univ. Sydney, Australia)
Elizabeth Rampe (NASA Johnson Space Center, USA)
Marek Szczerba (Polish Acad. Sci., Poland)
Laurence Warr (Univ. Greifswald, Germany)
George E. Christidis (Clay Minerals Editor, ex officio)
Joseph Stucki (Clays and Clay Minerals Editor, ex officio)
Yuan Peng (Applied Clay Science Editor, ex officio)

AIPEA Nomenclature 
Committee
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Treasurer’s Report
(Jan.-Dec. 2025)

This year, AIPEA has had a change of Treasurer. Alberto 
López Galindo wishes to express his sincere gratitude to 
all the National Clay Groups for their collaboration over 
the past eight years,which has greatly facilitated his work. 
F. Javier Huertas will now serve as Treasurer.

National Clay Groups
Annual dues corresponding to 2025 were received from 
Czech R.,Germany, Hungary, Slovakia, France, Spain, Ja-
pan, and Croatia national clay groups, as well as from 
the Clay Minerals Society and the Clay Minerals Group 
(CMG) of the Mineralogical Society of the UK and Ire-
land. Past annuities corresponding to the national groups 
of Slovakia, Turkey, and France (2024), and CMG (2023-
2024) have also been received.

Individual Membership
Requests to pay individual dues have been sent to those 
individual members finishing their affiliations during the 
last years. Ten new individual member registrations have 
been made.

PayPal
Payment of membership fees is facilitated through the use 
of PayPal (treasurer@aipea.org). Dues can be paid in ei-
ther US dollars or Euros.

Website Support
The website is supported by AIPEA. We continue to 
acknowledge the contributions of Dr. Saverio Fiore for 
keeping it up to date.

Financial Statement
The Balance Sheet and Profits & Loss statements are pro-
vided for 2025.

Alberto López Galindo
& F. Javier Huertas
January 2026

AIPEA Profit & Loss
January throught December, 31th 2025

mailto:(treasurer@aipea.org
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AIPEA Balance Sheet
January throught December, 31th 2025
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AIPEA Listserves

The international community of clay mineral researchers 
benefits from two AIPEA list-serves. They are intended to 
make information pertaining to all areas of clay sciences 
available quickly. The first AIPEA list-serve (members@
aipea.org) contains the e-mail address of all AIPEA mem-
bers and those of its affiliated societies (national and re-
gional clay groups). These e-mails are updated annually, 
and all members are automatically included in the AIPEA 
Members List. If you are a member of any AIPEA affili-
ated society and are not receiving messages, please check 
whether your affiliated society has sent an updated list of 
e-mails to the AIPEA webmaster.
If your society is not yet affiliated with AIPEA, please en-
courage those in charge to make contact with the AIPEA 
President (president@aipea.org) or Secretary (secretary@
aipea.org) for information. Alternatively, please also check 
the spam or junk or clutter box to be sure that AIPEA 
messages have not been misdirected to it.

AIPEA has also organized a “talk list” (talk@aipea.org) 
for people interested in clay science but who are not yet 
engaged in affiliated societies or AIPEA. Those interested 
in participating in the AIPEA talk listserve should send a 
message to talk.subscribe@aipea.org. Subscription to the 
list is completely free and you may remove your name 
from the list at any time just by sending a message to talk.
unsubscribe@aipea.org.
Finally, if you wish to share information about any top-
ic related to clay minerals with AIPEA members, please 
send a message to the AIPEA webmaster (webmaster@
aipea.org) and/ or to the AIPEA Secretary- General (sec-
retary@aipea.org).

Liva Dzene
Secretary-General, AIPEA

April 2026

mailto:talk@aipea.org
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AIPEA 
Educational Series (AES)

Computational Modeling in Clay Mineralogy
AIPEA Educational Series
Publication No.3 (2021)
Editor: C. Ignacio Sainz-Diaz

Based on lectures held mainly at the 3rd AIPEA School for Young 
Scientists Instituto Andaluz de Ciencias de la Tierra, Granada, Spain, 
July, 2017 Digilabs Pub., Bari, Italy, 270 pp.
ISBN: 978-88-7522-048-8    ISSN: 2283-687X
doi: 10.14644/AES.003

Magnesian Clays: Characterization,
Origin & Applications
AIPEA Educational Series
Publication No.2
Editors: Manuel Pozo & Emilio Galán

Based on lectures held at the 2nd AIPEA School for Young Scientists
Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, July 6-7, 2013
Digilabs Pub., Bari, Italy, 380  pp. + XII
ISBN: 978-88-7522-093-6 -  ISSN: 2283-687X
doi: 10.14644/AES.002

Interstratified Clay Minerals: Origin, 
Characterization & Geochemical Significance
AIPEA Educational Series
Publication No.1
Editors: Saverio Fiore, Javier Cuadros & F. Javier Huertas

Based on lectures held at the 1st AIPEA School for Young Scientists 
University of Bari, Italy, June 12-13, 2009
Digilabs Pub., Bari, Italy, 175 pp. -  2nd edition (2013)
ISBN: 978-88-7522-046-4
doi: 10.14644/AES.001

All three volumes are free to download at https://aipea.org/publications/ 
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AIPEA Website

The AIPEA website is a key communication hub for the 
international clay research community, connecting scien-
tists and societies worldwide. Through aipea.org, national 
and regional clay groups have the opportunity to showcase 
their activities via dedicated English-language mini-websi-
tes (single-page sites).
Each page highlights the essential information about 
your society and provides direct links to your external 
website offering visibility, accessibility, and a strong in-
ternational presence.
If you are the president or webmaster of your clay society, we 
invite you to contact the AIPEA webmaster (webmaster@
aipea.org) to create your society’s page. Setting up your con-
tent is simple and requires only basic WordPress knowledge.

No time or technical skills? No problem. We offer a com-
plete setup service at a very affordable rate (€100.00 + 
tax), so you can focus on your scientific activities while we 
take care of the rest.
To ensure consistency and quality across the platform, a 
few guidelines apply: the template must remain unchan-
ged, and all content must be in English.
Take advantage of this opportunity to increase your socie-
ty’s visibility within the global clay science community: 
Join AIPEA online today!

Saverio Fiore
Webmaster, AIPEA

April 2026
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Clay 2027
Conference

CLAY 2027 In Madrid

The website for the CLAY 2027 Conference in Madrid 
and the launch of the Call for Sessions are now live.

The conference website is now available at
https://clay.aipea.org/

It already provides key preliminary information about the 
conference. Visitors can consult the main features of the 
venue, located at the Campus of Excellence of the Uni-
versidad Autónoma de Madrid (UAM) and the Consejo 
Superior de Investigaciones Científicas (CSIC).

The meeting organizers are members of the Facultad de 
Ciencias at UAM - Ana Isabel Ruiz and Jaime Cuevas 
(Chair) - and of the Instituto de Ciencia de Materiales de 
Madrid (ICMM-CSIC), represented by Margarita Darder 
and Pilar Aranda Gallego. Together with a local scientif-

ic committee, they have prepared the Call for Sessions, 
whose main topics are described on the website. Informa-
tion on the planned field trips is also available there.

We hope that the conference will contribute to advancing 
clay science and to strengthening our commitment to the 
sustainability of the planet. The regulatory role of the clays 
we study, stemming from their natural intelligence, is key 
to conceiving and building a viable future with the well-
being of all living beings on Earth in mind.

For any questions regarding CLAY 2027, please contact: 
tecsec.clay@aipea.org

Ana Isabel Ruiz García and Jaime Cuevas 
Secretary and President of the Spanish Clay Society

https://clay.aipea.org/
mailto:tecsec.clay@aipea.org
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Guideline for the 
organization of an AIPEA 
CLAY conference

Context: This document provides guidelines for orga-
nizing an AIPEA CLAY conference. This conference se-
ries results from the unification of International Clay 
Conference and Euroclay conference series as a unique 
series of AIPEA CLAY conferences to be held on odd-
numbered years.

PLANNING AN AIPEA CLAY CONFERENCE

1.	 How to apply to host an AIPEA CLAY conference

According to statutes (paragraph VII section 32), propos-
als to host an AIPEA CLAY conference must be made 
to the AIPEA Secretary General by organizers in writing 
four years before the proposed conference, and at least 
four weeks prior to commencement of the AIPEA CLAY 
conference being held in the year of the proposal submis-
sion. For example, a proposal to host the 2033 CLAY con-
ference [CLAY 2033] would need to be submitted four 
weeks prior to the opening of the CLAY 2029 conference. 
The proposal should include evidence of the resources 
available to the prospective hosts as well as a budget and 
tentative program, and while exact details of the program 
or featured events (e.g. excursions, banquet, workshop, 
social activities) need not be presented in detail, it is im-
portant to provide at least an outline of proposed activi-
ties. The proposals will be evaluated by the AIPEA CLAY 
conference Committee (ACCC) based on quality criteria 
(ACCC evaluation sheet) including the written proposal, 
and a slide presentation and discussion between the orga-
nizers and the ACCC by videoconference. Changes to the 
proposal can be made based on feedback from the ACCC. 
After this, the ACCC committee will discuss the proposals 
with AIPEA Council. AIPEA Council shall then select the 
most suitable proposal and present their recommendation 
at the closing ceremony of the AIPEA CLAY conference 
four years prior (CLAY20xx-4 conference) to the proposed 
conference; also at this closing ceremony, the AIPEA flag 
is to be passed to the subsequent CLAY conference host, 
i.e. from the 20xx host to the 20xx+2 host. 

The CLAY conference series has its origins in the unifi-
cation of the International Clay Conference (ICC) and 

Euroclay conference series, and the goal is to host a CLAY 
conference once every two years, preferably with hosts 
and locations alternating between ECGA-affiliated societ-
ies (European Clay Groups Association) and clay societ-
ies worldwide. AIPEA CLAY conferences should be in a 
country different from those in which the preceding two 
were held. The organizing National Clay Group(s) (NCG) 
should be different from those which organized the pre-
ceding two CLAY meetings.

2.	 When should CLAY conferences be organized

AIPEA seeks to facilitate CLAY conferences at approxi-
mately two-year intervals. CLAY conferences are usually 
held between mid-June and end of July in odd-numbered 
years. 

3.	 Where should CLAY conferences be organized

CLAY conferences should be organized in an easy to access 
country and city with the possibility of delegates to attend 
the conference using public transport or by walking from 
local hotels. Based on the numbers of attendees in the pre-
vious CLAY conferences, the organizers should choose a 
venue capable of accommodating the expected number of 
participants, including a large amphitheater to welcome 
all the delegates for the Opening and Closing Ceremonies 
as well for the plenary lectures. The organizers should ar-
range for rooms of appropriate size for parallel sessions. In 
addition, appropriate-sized space is required for exhibits, 
posters, speaker-ready rooms, and administrative, AIPEA 
Council and National Clay Group meetings. Wifi access 
is required. 

It is mandatory to host the conference in a single loca-
tion given that moving between parallel sessions should 
be both easy and quick. Special attention is required to 
ensure access to suitable audio-visual equipment in each 
room. Poster boards, technical support and security costs 
must be considered. Hybrid attendance (remote and in 
person) should be allowed if technically possible at the 
considered venue.

Consistent with the prior alternating pattern of ICC 
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(… 2009, 2013, 2017, 2021*) and Euroclay (… 2011, 
2015, 2019, 2023), AIPEA encourages proposals from 
ECGA-affiliated societies in years 2023+4n, and from so-
cieties worldwide for CLAY conferences on a sequence of 
2025+4n. This is not meant to be a restrictive measure but 
rather a recommendation put in place to attract a diversity 
of host locations and NCGs.

4.	 Conference days, deadlines website and logo 

The conference duration is usually 4 full days with one 
day social program/field trips but can also be 4.5 days with 
only one afternoon social program/field trips. AIPEA en-
courages (but does not require) proposers to include an 
AIPEA School for Young Scientists (ASYS), covering 1.5-
2 days, in the proposal (see §7). The promotion of the 
CLAY conference should be started as early as possible. A 
possible date schedule is the following: 

•	 15 months before: call for thematic sessions

•	 12.5 months before: reminder by email

•	 12 months before: close call for thematic sessions

•	 10 months before: announcement for thematic ses-
sions

•	 9 months before: call for abstract submission and ear-
ly bird registration

•	 7.5 months before: reminder by email

•	 6 months before: deadline for abstract submission 
(with 2 weeks extension to be announced the last day)

•	 5.5 months before: session arrangement by session 
chairs, then 2 weeks for open questions

•	 4.5 months before: abstract acceptance (for those who 
payed registration fee)

•	 4 months before: early bird registration end, late reg-
istration starts

•	 2.5 months before: announcement of the final pro-
gram

•	 2 days before: pre-conference workshop (ASYS)

•	 Days/weeks after (or before): post(pre)-conference 
one- and/or two-day field trips 

WEBSITE

The CLAY conference website is managed from AIPEA 
and the CLAY local organizing committee (LOC) will re-
turn the expenses for the website maintenance. Directly 
after a LOC is selected by AIPEA to host, AIPEA will in-
stall the key information for the new host at the website 

http://icc.aipea.org/CLAY20xx. The content of this web-
site should be updated continuously covering a detailed 
time schedule at least 24 months before the event with the 
information already available. The main information that 
should be included are the following:

•	 The scope of the conference as well as the topics 

•	 Important dates (opening and closing of the call for 
thematic sessions, announcement of the thematic ses-
sions, call and deadline for abstracts submission, be-
ginning and ending of early bird registrations, abstract 
acceptance, announcement of the final program, late 
registration)

•	 Venue and accommodation

•	 Travel and visa information

•	 Organizing committee details 

•	 Workshops (e.g. ASYS) or field trips (if any)

•	 Instructions for oral and poster sessions

LOGO

The AIPEA CLAY conference logo (PDF, JPEG, TIFF ver-
sions) will be provided by AIPEA. The logo design cannot 
be altered. On the right side, information on the upcom-
ing conference (location, date) must be inserted using the 
following graphical codes: Font: Avenir Next Condensed; 
Line 1: Medium 50pt; Line 2: Medium 39pt; Line 3: Reg-
ular 27pt; Font & logo Colour: C:100; M:83; Y:24; K:0. 
On all printed materials it should be acknowledged the 
logo designer using the following: Credits: Digilabs | Italy

5.	 Chair of the organizing committee/ local organizing 
committee 

The selected host for the next CLAY conference shall 
appoint a Local Organizing Committee (LOC) to be 
responsible for all arrangements in connection with the 
conference, including publication of the proceedings. The 
selected host may contact other National Clay Groups in 
the prospect of organizing a common event. The Officers 
of AIPEA shall be advisory members of the Organizing 
Committee but may not be full members of this Commit-
tee (paragraph VII section 33 of the statutes).

The first role of the Chair is to find suitable volunteers for 
the LOC, that are ready to dedicate the time required to 
organize a successful meeting. The LOC should be pre-
pared to devote one day per week to conference prepa-
rations beginning about two years before the conference, 
then increasing as the event approaches. A clear role has 
to be assigned to each member of the LOC. There is need 
for: 

•	 Scientific program committee (plenary, ASYS, oral, 
poster, field trips)

•	 A finance committee
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•	 An accompanying person’s program committee in-
cluding Social events

6.	 Scientific program, plenary lecturers, invited and 
keynotes speakers

The Chair of the Scientific Program Committee should 
have enough members to assist in organizing all the tech-
nical events including plenary lectures, oral sessions, 
poster sessions, and likely field-trips (pre-, mid- or post-
conference), AIPEA School for Young Scientists (ASYS), 
and other workshops.

The Chair of the Scientific Program Committee should 
send a call for thematic sessions about 15 months before 
the conference begins (see schedule above). The local or-
ganizing committee (LOC) decides on the composition 
of the Scientific Program Committee. The Scientific Pro-
gram Committee is responsible for i) for soliciting addi-
tional sessions covering important topics not covered by 
proposed sessions, and ii) for merging redundant sessions. 
Once the thematic sessions are selected by the members 
of the Scientific Program Committee, the proponents/
convenors of the different sessions will be notified and are 
responsible to select and review the abstracts submitted 
to their sessions and provide a tentative schedule. They 
should provide feedback regarding abstracts that do not 
fit in their sessions as to where they may be more appro-
priately placed. The LOC needs extra time for this period 
as typically some session convenors react slowly and nu-
merous additional questions are raised by authors. The 
LOC has to take care that all requests are answered usually 
within 24 hours . 

Plenary speakers should be proposed by the Scientific Pro-
gram Committee taking into account that it is mandatory 
that the speakers deliver a presentation which has not been 
previously given, and is suitable for a large audience of 
scientists from any professional category dealing with all 
aspects of clays and clay minerals. For invited and keynote 
speakers, the same selection criteria apply regarding the 
novelty of the presentation. The LOC should include in 
the program a slot for a plenary lecture to be presented 
by the Bradley awardee (CLAY 2025+4n conferences) or 
by the Martín-Vivaldi awardee (CLAY 2023+4n confer-
ences). The LOC is also responsible for hosting the awards 
(and possibly the associated lectures) from NCGs willing 
to give their awards at CLAY conferences. The LOC is not 
expected to provide any further support (fee waiving, ac-
commodation, etc) for these awards. Up to 3 plenary lec-
tures may be suggested and sponsored by a single NCG. 

The budget dedicated to the plenary lecturers, invited and 
keynotes speakers should be decided early: will the orga-
nizers be responsible for meeting the total cost (travels, 
hotels, fees) for all the plenary lecturers, invited and key-
note speakers? Or will they be responsible for the total 
cost of the plenary lecturers and will waive the fees for the 
invited and keynotes speakers? The LOC needs to decide 
who is responsible for booking hotels, flights, etc. 

7.	 AIPEA School for Young Scientists (ASYS) - 
Teaching Clay Science session

Organization of an ASYS does not have to be part of the 
initial bid to host a CLAY conference. The Chair of the 
AIPEA Teaching Committee coordinates with the Chair 
of the selected CLAY bid by proposing possible themes 
and/or organizers for pre-conference ASYS. Publication 
of ASYS content as part of the AIPEA Educational Se-
ries (AES) will be encouraged. Any problems about low 
participation of an ASYS have to be discussed at least 8 
weeks in advance of the event with AIPEA Officers, Chair 
of Teaching Committee and ASYS organizers to find an 
appropriate solution to improve attendance. Additional 
workshops with a special topic may also be planned. A 
local committee should take charge of organizing of this 
event(s).

The Chair of the Teaching Committee also coordinates 
with the Chair of the upcoming AIPEA CLAY conference 
to ensure that teaching clay science is included in the list 
of planned sessions, and serves as Chair of the Teaching 
Clay Science session during the CLAY conference. 

8.	 Field trips/ pre-or post conference

Information about the organization of field trips, pre- or 
post-conference, must be prepared along with the appli-
cation to host a CLAY conference, in order to make the 
announcement during the AIPEA CLAY conference that 
takes place  2 years prior to the proposed CLAY confer-
ence. One- or two-day field trips are appropriate. A mem-
ber of the Scientific Program Committee should be in 
charge of the organization of these events, with volunteer 
field trip leaders. 

9.	 Finance Committee

A Finance Committee should consist of a Chair and sever-
al members to oversee the various parts of the conference. 

Budget/sponsors

To build the budget, it is necessary to take into account the 
cost of the venue, catering (coffee breaks, lunch if on site), 
social events, invited speakers, book of abstracts, security 
and technical support. It is also important to obtain fi-
nancial support from companies, equipment manufactur-
ers, publishers, and to offer a list of sponsorship options, 
for example, the cost of one coffee break, poster session 
refreshments, part of the banquet, etc. Take care that costs 
for invited speakers are covered by sponsorship funds, 
avoid using registrations fees for these types of costs. 

Registration Fees

The Organizing Committee will ensure that their income 
will cover all conference expenses and will set the registra-
tion and field trip fees accordingly. Fees have to be as low 
as possible for students and should include the conference 
banquet. As mentioned in the AIPEA statutes (paragraph 
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VII, section 37), the registration fee for each registrant 
will include $10(USD) which will be paid to AIPEA. This 
$10 fee per registrant (which is not an AIPEA member-
ship fee) will go directly to the Student Travel Fund of 
AIPEA and can only be used to support bonafide students 
attending the CLAY conference. Fees for academic, indus-
trial and student delegates should be proposed with spe-
cial offers for early bird registration as well as reduced fees 
for AIPEA members. 

According to the statutes (paragraph VII section 36), for 
activities in the host country or region, the LOC shall have 
a bank account separate from any AIPEA account, into 
which shall be paid all funds received for the CLAY con-
ference and from which shall be paid all debts incurred. 
The account shall be in the custody of the LOC, or of a 
Treasurer of the conference appointed by the LOC, and 
after each conference a properly audited statement shall be 
submitted to AIPEA Council.

AIPEA will not be responsible for any shortfall from 
CLAY conference. Any surplus funds, after payment of all 
just and lawful expenses and repayment of any loans, will 
be divided equally between the host society and AIPEA. 
The AIPEA share will be used primarily to support initia-
tives of the Early Career Clay Scientists (ECCS) commit-
tee on top of the regular ECCS support. A host society 
may cooperate with a professional conference organizer 
(PCO). In the rare case that a CLAY conference is not 
organized at all by a host society, then the surplus will be 
paid in full to the Treasurer of AIPEA to be again used to 
support ECCS activities.

Accommodation

Delegates are responsible for making their accommoda-
tion arrangements, however, a list of possible accom-
modation including student accommodation and price 
ranges should be provided. If possible, reduced rate 
room booking can be secured by the LOC well in ad-
vance, but without cost and/or financial commitment to 
the conference. 

10.	Social events program Committee

A separate committee is responsible for the social events 
and the accompanying person’s program. 

Social events should include an Icebreaker reception, 
which can be organized the day before the Opening 
Ceremony or the first day of the conference, with 
drinks and food ready when delegates arrive. Other 
activities can be planned in accordance with local 
natural and cultural attractions. 

Banquet: as the banquet is one of the most enjoyable parts 
of the conference, it has to be organized in a nice venue, 
easy to arrive and depart by public transport with suitable 
entertainment (music, dancing or whatever). 

Accompanying person’s program: accompanying per-

son’s program should include the Ice-Breaker, Banquet, 
lunches, and suitable walking tours, museum visits, and 
cultural activities.

11.	Registration 

Registration has to be distinguished from Registration 
Fees. Registration may be a 2-step procedure: Step 1. 
Registrations should start through the AIPEA website 
in order to verify if registrants are paying members of 
AIPEA, thus allowing them to have a discounted fee. 
Due to data protection policy, this information cannot 
be given to a local organizing committee. This will en-
able the profile of the participant and their ID number 
to be stored in the system for future conferences and 
initiatives. AIPEA will take charge of this as an addi-
tional help for the conference organizers. Step 2: The 
payment of registration fees will be directly deposited in 
the CLAY20xx account of the LOC. 

12.	During the CLAY conference

Registration 

The Registration Desk should be open before and dur-
ing the Ice-Breaker if this is organized the evening before 
the start of the conference, otherwise, before the Opening 
Ceremony. In this case, it has to be open at a minimum 
one hour before the starting of the Opening Ceremony. 

Registration must be carried out quickly, thus it is neces-
sary to have staff supported by enough volunteers (such as 
PhD students, post-doc, assistant professors, full profes-
sors, etc.) to mark the name off the list, and provide the 
badge and conference bag.

At least one person must be dedicated to on-site registra-
tion for payments by credit card.

Lecture rooms

A person (student, staff, or volunteer) should be present in 
each lecture room to handle the technical aspects (lights, 
projection facilities, loading of the speakers’ presentations, 
handling the microphone for questions, etc.). Immedi-
ate technical support must be offered in case of computer 
problems during presentations. Delegates who prefer to 
use an Apple computer rather than a PC, should be no-
tified in the “Instruction for Authors” that they have to 
bring their own adaptor cable. 

Oral sessions

The Plenary Lectures as well as the oral presentations 
should be loaded in advance (ideally the day before for 
the morning sessions and at the end of the morning for af-
ternoon sessions). As there are parallel sessions, the chairs 
have to ask the speakers to keep strictly on time, and if it 
is not finished once they are told that there are 2 minutes 
left, have to cut-off the speakers at the end of their allo-
cated time without allowing time for questions. 
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Poster sessions

Poster boards should be labelled in advance. Items needed 
to affix the posters (Velcro, pins, adhesives) must be ready. 
The posters associated with specific sessions should be 
grouped together, and space accommodations should be 
considered. Posters sessions should be organized in a way 
that posters are viewable for at least 2 full days. Enough 
technical staff is expected to be in the poster area to help 
poster presenters affix their posters. 

Student Awards

Prizes for the best student oral and poster presentations 
encourage young scientists to attend conferences. The 
conference website should be capable of storing student 
submissions and creating a list of student poster and orals 
presenters. Judging of student presentations requires vol-
unteers willing to review the talks and the posters; session 
chairs are expected to serve as judges for students in their 
session, and any delegate is eligible to join the assessment 
group. AIPEA will provide a form for judging and the 
LOC will work with the AIPEA Secretary to ensure that 
judges are assigned to each student presentation. Judging 
can take place by evaluation of “lightning” talks or posters 
loaded to the conference website prior to the beginning of 
the conference, or in-person, but not both for reasons of 
fairness. An award committee gathers all the evaluations 
and determines the results for announcement during the 
Closing Ceremony.

Photography and social media

A photographer can be hired to take pictures of key mo-
ments of the conference, particularly of the Opening and 
Closing Ceremonies, plenary lectures and keynote lec-
tures but it is mandatory to seek the permission of the 
delegates to be photographed and that they agree with 
the publication of the photos on any medium includ-
ing online and social medium. A document indicating 
if people agree or not should be signed by each delegate 
during the registration. 

13.	Publications

Special Issues in Journals

Journal Special Issues for publications arising out of the 
AIPEA CLAY conference series may be proposed to peer 
reviewed journals. These Special Issues should be pro-
moted before the conference and a submission deadline 
should be given during the conference. 

Abstracts

Abstracts should be collected in a book of abstracts that 
should have an ISBN and DOI. Abstracts should be pre-
pared using a template provided by the ACAC. The ab-
stract book of CLAY conferences - as well as the confer-
ence program - will be posted on the AIPEA website for 
free download.

The AIPEA website can host an Abstract Submission Plat-
form. Information about its characteristics and features 
can be provided by the AIPEA webmaster. 
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National and Regional 
Clay Groups

This chapter is at the heart of AIPEA Newsletter as it 
brings together the reports of our Affiliated Societies/
Groups about their activities in 2025. We are grateful to 
all groups which shared their reports, and looking to hear 
from others in the next edition. We strongly believe that 
sharing information will provide inspiration and ideas for 
collaboration and initiatives within and among societies. 
In these challenging times when travelling is limited to 
certain regions, the reports allow to stay connected. The 
readers will notice that the content of each report is par-
ticular to each society, bringing together their national 
flavour.

We wish you a pleasant reading.

Liva Dzene
Secretary General, AIPEA

March 2026

CLAY MINERALS GROUP OF THE MINERAL-
OGICAL SOCIETY OF THE UK AND IRELAND

The Clay Minerals Group (CMG) is a special interest 
group of the Mineralogical Society of the UK and Ire-
land. Founded in 1947 with an inaugural meeting in 
Burlington House, the CMG was the first of the ‘special 
interest groups’ that have contributed so much to the life 
and success of this Society. In 2025, the CMG hosted the 
XVIII International Clay Conference, alongside provid-
ing its usual activities, including contributions to the de-
velopment of PhD students and Early Career Researchers 
by awarding bursaries and offering Research Grants, and 
sponsoring the annual George Brown Lecture. 
Committee 2025-2026
Chair: Helen Pendlowski (Helen.Pendlowski@hutton.
ac.uk)
Secretary: Alastair Marsh (Alastair.Marsh@epfl.ch)
Treasurer: David Wray (D.Wray@greenwich.ac.uk)
Principal Editors Clay Minerals: George Christidis, Chun 
Hui Zhou
EDI representative: TBC
Ordinary Members: Francis Clegg, Pooria Ghadir, Steve 
Hillier, Anke Neumann, Binoy Sarkar, Kirill Shafran
Co-Opted Member: Urmi Ghosh (AIPEA ECR UK 
Rep.), Daniel Gonzalez Santamaria

XVIII International Clay Conference, Dublin, 13-18 
July 2025
Our main event in 2025 was of course hosting the XVIII 

mailto:Helen.Pendlowski@hutton.ac.uk
mailto:Helen.Pendlowski@hutton.ac.uk
mailto:Alastair.Marsh@epfl.ch
mailto:D.Wray@greenwich.ac.uk
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International Clay Conference at Trinity College, Dub-
lin, from the 13-18 July. On behalf of the CMG, Steve 
Hillier and Kevin Murphy put in a tremendous amount 
of time and commitment to make the conference a huge 
success. The CMG committee would like to thank them 
for all they have done for the group and wider clay com-
munity leading up to, during and after the conference. 
The full conference report can be accessed here: https://
icc.aipea.org/conference-report/. 

Overall, there were 660 delegates from 56 countries in 
attendance (530 in-person but also 130 remotely), 37 ses-
sions, four workshops, and two field trips over the course 
of the week. The full programme and abstracts volume for 
the conference can still be accessed here: https://icc.aipea.
org/programme-and-abstracts-2025/. 

Many students presented their work at the conference 
both in-person and remotely, and in a break with tradi-
tion, all were eligible for the student prizes, which were 
joint awards from the Clay Minerals Group, The Clay 
Minerals Society and the AIPEA. The student judging 
process was overseen by Helen Pendlowski, Sabine Petit 
and Peter Ryan. An online form was used for judging, 
which all delegates (in person and online) had access to. 
The team processed over 700 responses using an R pro-
gramme written by Urmi Ghosh (Clay Minerals Group). 
We thank everyone for getting involved in the judging 
process and supporting the next generations in clay sci-
ence. 
We extend our congratulations to all student prize win-
ners, who are listed below. 

Student Oral Presentation Winners: Giulia D’Agostino, 
Celia Martín-Morales, Trung Nguyen, Bruno Freitas Pio 
de Azevedo, Dillon Max Stevenson, Wolfgang Jan Zucha.

Student Poster Presentation Winners: Daniel Dodoo, 
Viktória Planetová, Julien Talon, María Tijero-Martín.

Dr. Stephan Kaufhold, Federal Institute for Geosciences 
and Natural Resources (BGR), Hannover, presented the 
26th George Brown lecture during the meeting, which 
was very well received by the large audience in attend-
ance. The title of the lecture, which will be published as a 
review paper in Clay Minerals later in the year, was ‘About 
comparison of claystones as potential host rocks for radioac-
tive waste’. You can watch and listen to the lecture again 
on the Mineralogical Society’s YouTube channel (https://
youtu.be/alJxcdX0O1Y?si=9723_12xaEn6C92L).

We were also delighted to present only the third CMG 
Distinguished Member award in our groups 79 year his-

tory to Christopher Jeans, University of Cambridge. This 
was presented in-person during the awards ceremony of 
the ICC conference (https://www.minersoc.org/cmg-dis-
tinguished-member.html). 

Dr Stephan Kaufhold presenting the 26th George Brown 
Lecture.

Christopher Jeans saying a few words after receiving his 
CMG Distinguished Member award.

Funding through Bursaries and the CMG Research Grant
The CMG supports clay researchers across all career stag-
es through Ordinary CMG Bursaries, the prestigious 
Mackenzie-MacEwan Award, Workshop Bursaries and 
the CMG Research Grant. While the CMG Research 
Grant is open to submissions from PhD students and 
early career researchers to develop their own and inde-
pendent research, bursaries are available to assist research-
ers and postgraduate students to attend and present clay 
research at conferences, workshops and related activities. 
In 2025, the CMG awarded seven Ordinary CMG Bur-
saries, to researchers from the UK, USA and Australia. Six 
of these bursaries allowed the individuals to attend the 
ICC meeting in Dublin. Full bursary reports can be read 
here: www.minersoc.org/bursary-report. 

https://icc.aipea.org/conference-report/
https://icc.aipea.org/conference-report/
https://icc.aipea.org/programme-and-abstracts-2025/
https://icc.aipea.org/programme-and-abstracts-2025/
https://youtu.be/alJxcdX0O1Y?si=9723_12xaEn6C92L
https://youtu.be/alJxcdX0O1Y?si=9723_12xaEn6C92L
https://www.minersoc.org/cmg-distinguished-member.html
https://www.minersoc.org/cmg-distinguished-member.html
http://www.minersoc.org/bursary-report
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Successful bursary recipients from the last year are now 
eligible to be considered for the Mackenzie-MacEwan 
award. The Mackenzie-MacEwan Award is conferred an-
nually to a postgraduate student/early career researcher 
from those in receipt of an Ordinary CMG Bursary for 
that year (March to March). The award is for funding to 
orally present their clay mineral (sensu lato) research at 
a prominent, international conference. In addition, the 
awardee would also be expected to orally present their 
research at the following CMG Annual Research in Pro-
gress (RiP) meeting (or in 2026 the Mineralogical Socie-
ty’s 150th Anniversary meeting), where the award would 
be presented. The award is an additional £750 on top of 
the Ordinary CMG Bursary and is paid retrospectively.
We invite bursary applications, from members and 
non-members, related to attendance and presentation of 
clay related work at any conference/meeting.
Additionally in 2025, we have had two successful applica-
tions for our research grant: ‘Feeding Halloysite-Contain-
ing Kaolin Clay to Cattle: Effects on Rumen Protozoa and 
Methane Reduction’, and ‘Hydrogen-Induced Swelling and 
the Mechanical Behaviour of Clay Minerals: Molecular In-
sight’. The projects related to these grants are still ongoing. 

Clay Minerals Journal
The CMG is responsible for the journal Clay Minerals, 
an international journal of mineral sciences, published 
four times a year. All issues are published in agreement 
with Cambridge University Press. In 2025, the four is-
sues published comprised a total of 24 papers, including 
2 review papers, 4 obituaries and 1 corrigendum. The re-
search articles covered a wide range of applications and 
were received from authors in 18 different countries, from 
Western, Central and Southern Europe, Africa, Asia, and 
South America. The Impact factor (IF) of the journal in 
2024 increased to 1.9 from 1.1 in 2023.
Currently there are two special issues in progress. The first 
special issue will include papers that were presented to 
the ICC 2025 conference, Dublin, Ireland (Submission 
Deadline: 28th February 2026). The second special issue 
has been scheduled on the occasion of the 10th Anni-
versary of the Gansu Provincial-level Key Laboratory of 
Clay Minerals in China (Submission Deadline: 30 March 
2026).
The success of the journal is made possible by the hard 
work of the Principal Editors, George Christidis (Tech-
nical University of Crete) and Chun Hui Zhou  (Zhe-
jiang University of Technology), the reviews’ editor, Javier 
Cuadros (The Natural History Museum), and the entire 
Editorial Board.

Other CMG Activities in 2025
Clay Scientist Video Interviews
Following on from the interviews as part of our Jubilee 
celebrations, Anke Neumann has led on the organisa-
tion of further videos being created and shared on the 
Mineralogical Societies YouTube channel. A full list of 
interviews can be found here: https://www.minersoc.org/
jubilee-interviews.html. 
During 2025 five more videos were published as detailed 
below, with direct link to watch the videos included.
January 2025 interview – S. Datta 
June 2025 interview – J. Bujdák 
June 2025 interview – S. Kaufhold 
October 2025 interview – D. Ansari and J. Phipps 
December 2025 interview – R. Dohrmann
European Clay Groups Association (ECGA)
The CMG is an active member of the ECGA. Members 
of the CMG are currently involved in a COST funding 
application in connection with the ECGA. The proposal, 
based on alumino-silicate nanotubes, was re-submitted in 
2025. The outcome of the application will be established 
in due course.
Conference Announcement – 2026 
2026 marks the 150th anniversary of the Mineralogical 
Society of the UK and Ireland. As a special interest group 
of the society, the Clay Minerals Group is involved in the 
organization of an anniversary meeting which will be held 
at the University of Manchester, from the 23rd – 25th June 
2026. We would like to extend the invitation to all col-
leagues to attend this significant meeting in the Society’s 
history. There will hopefully be something of interest to 
everyone, with three parallel sessions planned for each 
day. Full details for the meeting, including registration 
details can be found here: https://minsoc-150.org/. 
The 27th George Brown Lecture will be presented at the 
Mineralogical Society’s 150th Anniversary meeting by 
Professor Jocelyne Brendlé, University of Upper Alsace.
Stay in touch!
There are many ways to keep up to date with the CMG’s 
activities. The CMG has an active LinkedIn Group (Clay 
Minerals Group (MinerSoc)) and a Bluesky account (@
cmg-minsoc.bsky.social). Our X (formerly Twitter) ac-
count (CMG_minsoc) is still live but less used. The 
CMG webpage (www.minersoc.org/cmg) is being updat-
ed regularly and we have the Phyllosophical News to keep 
you informed (to receive the newsletter you can sign up 
any time via the website!).
On behalf of the CMG committee, 
Helen Pendlowski (Chair) and Alastair Marsh (Secretary)

https://www.minersoc.org/jubilee-interviews.html
https://www.minersoc.org/jubilee-interviews.html
https://youtu.be/fOfYlaemxig?si=NZ4p-cHXnzkcZy2w
https://youtu.be/KNgNI87-4N8
https://youtu.be/cKfhobPgYBo
https://youtu.be/35EtWKc9U64?si=UfmbTUDqMSpus3pX
https://youtu.be/5Yzy30BZdkQ
https://minsoc-150.org/
http://www.minersoc.org/cmg
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THE CLAY MINERALS SOCIETY OF INDIA

The Clay Minerals Society 
of India (CMSI) organized 
the 25th Annual Convention 
and National Conference 
on “Application of Clay and 
Allied Sciences for Enhanc-
ing Nutrient Use Efficiency, 
Carbon Sequestration, and 
Mitigating Climate Change” 
during 18–19 December 2025 at New Delhi, India in 
hybrid mode (online and offline). Researchers from across 
India presented their papers under four technical sessions 
with the following themes: Geoscience and Application 
of Clays in Agriculture and Allied Sectors; Role of Clays 
and Clay Minerals in Carbon Sequestration, Climate 
Change, and Other Ecosystem Services; Application of 
Clay Science in Enhancing Nutrient Use Efficiency and 
Environmental Quality; and Soil Health and Nutrient 
Management.
In addition, a special session on Application of Clay and 
Nanoscience in Industry and Other Niche Areas was held, 
during which representatives from industry and different 
academic institutions presented their R&D activities. The 
9th Professor S. K. Mukherjee CMSI Foundation Lecture, 
organized during the conference, was delivered by Dr. 
K. M. Manjaiah, Former Principal Scientist, Division of 
SSAC, ICAR–IARI, New Delhi.
Furthermore, Dr. Balwant Singh, Professor of Soil Sci-
ence, The University of Sydney, and Co-Editor-in-Chief 
of Soil Research, attended the conference in person and 
delivered a keynote lecture entitled “Clay Minerals Mod-
ulate Carbon in Soils: A New Paradigm for Their Envi-
ronmental Application.” An Abstracts Book containing 
the abstracts of all papers presented at the conference has 
been published.
Besides organizing the national conference, CMSI also 
published the 42nd volume of its journal, Clay Research, 
in 2025. 

THE CLAY SCIENCE SOCIETY OF JAPAN

1. Committee
The following officers were elected for the fiscal year 
2025 and 2026.

President:	 Prof. T. Sato, Hokkaido University

Vice President:	 Prof. T. Nakato, Kyushu Institute of 
Technology

	 Dr. M. Suzuki, National Institute 
of Advanced Industrial Science and 
Technology

Secretary General:	 Prof. R. Sasai, Shimane University

Principal Editors:	 Dr. S. Yokoyama, Central Research 
Institute of Electric Power Industry 
(Nendo Kagaku)

	 Prof. T. Okada, Shinshu University 
(Clay Science)

2. The 68th annual meeting
The 68th annual meeting of the Clay Science Society 
of Japan was held at the National Institute of Advanced 
Industrial Science and Technology (AIST) Tokyo Water-
front Annex from 10 to 12, September 2025. It was prin-
cipally organized by Dr M. Suzuki of National Institute 
of Advanced Industrial Science and Technology. A total 
of 58 papers including 27 posters were presented. The 
program included a special lecture of Dr. M. Saito, enti-
tled “Toward new applications of geological maps: utiliz-
ing geological map Navi and its terroir-based applications 
as examples”. The program also included a symposium 
entitled “Role of clay science in establishing a circular 
economy” with following invited speakers.
K. Tamura (National Institute for Materials Science): Na-
no-clay × natural resources: the challenge of developing 
high-performance, circular biomass composite materials
K. Sato (Tokyo Gakugei University): Application of clay 
minerals to solid carbon dioxide absorbents
K. Ohe (Miyazaki University): Development and applica-
tion of inorganic ion exchange material for a sustainable 
global environment
Y. Mampuku (National Agriculture and Food Research 
Organization): Research on integrated environmental res-
toration and creation in the recovery areas surrounding 
intermediate storage facilities
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M. Minase (HOJUN Co., Ltd.): Report on the purifi-
cation of bentonite and measurement of its purity using 
x-ray diffraction

3. Awards
The society presented awards to the following members at 
the occasion of the annual meeting.
Clay Science Society of Japan Award was given to T. Oka-
da (Shinshu University).
Distinguished Achievement Award was given to M. Ito 
(KUNIMINE INDUSTRIES Co., Ltd.).
Young Researcher Awards were given to R. Kikuchi (Hok-
kaido University).

Best Technological Award was given to HOJUN Co., Ltd.
Best Paper Awards were given to M. Ohta et al. (Nendo 
Kagaku, 63, 23-32) and A. Arakawa et al.  (Clay Science, 
28, 31-37).

Best Presentation Awards were given to the following 
young researchers.
S. Ishiwatari (Hokkaido University) 
C. Chida (Iwatea University)
J. Tanks (National Institute for Materials Science) 
T. Kamigaki (Fukuoka Institute of Technology) 

4. Publication
Clay Science Society of Japan publishes three issues of 
Nendo Kagaku (Journal of the Clay Science Society of 
Japan in Japanese), and four issues of Clay Science every 
year.

For further updated information: http://www.cssj2.org/
english/ or contact Yoshikazu Kameshima, Okayama 
University, e-mail: ykameshi@cc.okayama-u.ac.jp.

Yoshikazu Kameshima
January/2026

CROATIAN CLAY GROUP

Croatian Clay Group has 
12 active and 14 associated 
members. Efforts are being 
made to grow membership 
to include scientists inves-
tigating clay minerals in 
related activities, such as 
archaeology.
In 2025, the Group held 
two meetings. The main topics were the participation 
of group members in the project proposal „Innovative 
research network in alumino-silicate nanotubes“ submit-
ted by ECGA; Croatian Clay Group’s position on other 
ECGA topics; members participation in various scien-
tific workshops and conferences; and the upcoming 25. 
anniversary of the Group with accompanying activities 
planned in 2026.
The Group’s members participated in International Clay 
Conference in Dublin, Ireland, Paleolimnology & Lim-
nogeology Simposium in Aix-les-Bains, France, as well as 
School of Clay Mineralogy organized by the Polish Acad-
emy of Sciences in Krakow, Poland.
Group continues their involvement in ECGA activi-
ties. On a special note, our member Marta Mileusnić 
(Faculty of Mining, Geology and Petroleum Engineering, 
University of Zagreb) was elected new President of the 
Croatian Geological Society for the 2026-2027 term. 

President:
dr. Jasmina Martinčević Lazar (Croatian Geological 

Survey) 
Secretary:

dr. Zvonka Gverić (Faculty of Science, University of 
Zagreb / ISTerre CNRS, Grenoble)
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Croatian Clay Group members at ICC Dublin - 2025 – Anita Grizelj (left) and Jasmina Martinčević Lazar (right)

Croatian Clay Group members at the “School of Clay Mineralogy” 2025 in Krakow, Poland (17–21 November 2025) – a 
moment after successfully completing the laboratory exercises; bottom right: Jasmina Martinčević Lazar and Zvonka Gverić
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CZECH NATIONAL CLAY GROUP

The Czech National Clay Group published two issues 
(77–78) of the “Informátor” bulletin in Czech. ISSN of 
printed version is 1802-2480; ISSN of internet pdf version 
is 1802-2499.

Informátor published two full contributions with titles: 
“CLAY MINERALS FROM THE NEW DISCOVERY OF 
THE ŽELEZNÉ HORY FALL AT SLOUPNO”, given by 
Martin Šťastný, Miroslav Coubal, Petr Mikysek and “UNDE-
RSTANDING TECTONIC CLAYS IN THE CZECH RE-
PUBLIC” given by Pavel Hájek and Martin Šťastný.
Additional information about books, conferences and 
member contributions related to clays were also included. 
This year, we did not organize the two traditional scientif-
ic seminars; only a member’s meeting on June 18th.

Contemporary board of CNCG: Miroslav Pospíšil (chair-
man), Martin Šťastný (vice-chairman), Barbora Doušová 
(treasurer).

Correspondence address: 
doc. RNDr. Miroslav Pospíšil, Ph.D. (chairman)
Charles University, Faculty of Mathematics and Physics
Department of Chemical Physics and Optics
Ke Karlovu 3, 12116 Prague 2, Czech Republic
e-mail: miroslav.pospisil@matfyz.cuni.cz
or
RNDr. Martin Šťastný, CSc. (vice-chairman)
Institute of Geology AS CR, v. v. i.
Rozvojová 269, 16500 Prague 6, Czech Republic
e-mail: stastny@gli.cas.cz,

All information about Czech Clay Group are presented at 
the www pages: www.czechclaygroup.cz
By Miroslav Pospíšil, January 31, 2026

FRENCH CLAY GROUP (GFA)

1. Annual meeting
The 22nd annual conference took place from June 3 to 
June 5, 2025 in Limoges on the campus of the Faculty of 
Science and Technology (La Borie Campus) at the Uni-
versity of Limoges. The conference was preceded by a the-
matic workshop on the study of the thermal and mechan-
ical properties of clay-based ceramics (speakers: Benoit 
Naït-Ali and Nicolas Tesser-Doyen, IRCER Limoges). 
The annual meeting attracted 89 participants with 32 
oral presentations and 13 posters. The program included 
4 invited lectures by François Xavier Chatenet (Limousin 
Geological Society) on Kaolin and petunze in Limousin 
in the 19th century, Philippe Hauza (COLAS SA) and 
Philippe Dhervilly (R&D ARD Normandie Technolo-
gies) on Overview of the use of clay in construction in 
2025, Laurent Michot (Phenix, Sorbonne University, re-
cipient of the Jacques Mering 2024 award) on Clay-water 
interactions and beyond. This event was an opportunity 
for young researchers (doctoral and post-doctoral stu-
dents) to present their work in a friendly atmosphere, 
while having the opportunity to exchange ideas with ex-
perienced researchers. 
The prize for the best oral presentation was awarded to 
Elise Le Gouguec, a doctoral student at the IC2MP lab-
oratory (University of Poitiers) for her work on “Towards 
the reconstruction of fertile soils at the aggregate level: 
development of methods for obtaining aggregates and 
improving understanding of aggregation processes using 
excavated clay materials. A prize for the best poster pres-
entation was awarded to Flora Parrotin, postdoc at Uni-
versity of Rennes for her work on confinement properties 
of zeolite-rich rocks with respect to water and various ion-
ic tracers. The next annual meeting will be held in Nancy 
(June 2026). 

mailto:pospisil@matfyz.cuni.cz
http://www.czechclaygroup.cz/
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Group photo of annual meeting participants

Awarding of the Jacques Méring 2024 award to Laurent Mi-
chot by Vanessa Prévot (president of the French Clay group).

Student presentations prize winners awarded to Elise Le 
Gouguec (left) and Flora Parrotin (right) presented by 
Vanessa Prévot.

2. International Clay Conference (ICC)
The last edition of the XVIII ICC took place in Dublin 
from July 13 to 18. On this occasion, the French com-
munity represented one of the largest national delegations 
with more than 40 participants. Several GFA members 
were also involved in the organization of more than 10 
thematic sessions. Alexandra Jourdain (IS2M, Mulhouse) 
was the 2025 recipient of the Bradley Award of the Clay 
Minerals Group of the Mineralogical Society of the UK 
and Ireland. She gave a lecture entitled “Clay minerals 
formation in MgO-SiO2-H2O low temperature system 
by hydrothermal synthesis: A study in function of Mg/
Si molar ratio and pH”. Julien Talon, Ph.d student at 
University of Bourgogne Europe received a Student Pres-
entation Prize for his poster on “Clay mineral response to 
hyperthermal events in coastal settings: new insights from 
Eocene deposits in the Paris Basin”. 

Part of the French delegation during the ICC in Dublin.
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3. Simonne Caillère Prize
The Simonne Caillère 2025 Prize for Junior Researcher 
has been awarded to Liva Dzene (Institut des Sciences 
des Matériaux de Mulhouse, University of Haute-Alsace) 
in recognition of her original contribution in lamellar 
“structure/reactivity/synthesis,” her high level of produc-
tivity in high-quality journals in the field, and her strong 
involvement in the lamellar community, both at the in-
ternational and national level.

Awarding of the Simonne Caillère 2025 prize to Liva Dzene 
by Eric Ferrage (left, vice-president) and Vanessa Prévot 
(right, president of the French Clay).

4. Young researchers’ activities
Two events were organized for the young research-
ers (doctoral and postdoctoral students) of the French 
Clay Group community by Flora Parrotin (Geosciences 
Rennes, University of Rennes) and Öykü Ataytür (Mu-
seum National d’Histoire Naturelle, Paris): 
1st Young Researchers Meeting was held online, Novem-
ber 5th, gathering 20 PhD and postdocs for informal dis-
cussions, networking and the setting up of regular meet-
ings with the aim to specifically address common topics 
(e.g. their use of X-ray diffraction in their work, including 
details on conditions, preparation, and/or quantification)
5th edition of the e-conference of PhD students and post-
doctoral fellows on December 9th. Around 35 people 
joined this event, which was held online. This event was 
an opportunity for 6 young people to present their work 

and to discuss with members of the French clay group 
attending.
5. Implication of members in international instances
Liva Dzene (Institut des Sciences des Matériaux de Mul-
house, University of Haute-Alsace) became Secretary 
General of the AIPEA while Bruno Lanson (ISTerre, Uni-
versity of Grenoble-Alpes) took the Past president chair. 

Submitted by Vanessa Prévot with the assistance of Eric 
Ferrage and Erwan Paineau from the GFA Executive 

Committee
Paris, January 2026



	 Page 29

GERMAN-AUSTRIAN-SWISS CLAY GROUP
DTTG

2025 was a busy and 
successful year for the 
German-Aust r i an-
Swiss Clay Group 
(DTTG). The DTTG 
is moving its home 
page to a new site 
(www.dttg.org) and started activities at LinkedIn.
The DTTG has recently become an associated member 
of DVGeo, the Umbrella Organization of Geosciences in 
Germany that includes the “big four”, the German Geo-
logical (DGGV), Geophysical (DGG), Mineralogical 
(DMG) and Palaeontological (PalGes) Societies, and oth-
er groups (FH-DGGV, BDG, DEUQUA, OGV). DV-
Geo aims to represent scientific topics to society and poli-
tics, transferring knowledge and advises political decision 
makers though statements and hearings and offers support 
in the field of geoscience teaching. In 2025, DTTG was 
involved in the DVGeo white paper “Emerging Fields in 
the Geosciences: Discovery – Diagnosis – Solutions” that 
outlines a vision for the future of geoscience research to 
be implemented in large, interdisciplinary collaborative 
projects.
From March 10-14th 2025, the 11th DTTG workshop 
was held in Kraków, Poland, and was organized by 
DTTG and ClayLab, the Clay Minerals Research Group 
of the Institute of Geological Sciences, Polish Academy 

of Science (IGSPAS), under the guidance of Dr. Arka-
diusz (Arek) Derkowski and his team. Five full days of 
lectures and hands-on laboratory training were offered for 
20 trainees from 12 countries.  
DTTG members were again successful in 12th the Reyn-
olds Cup with 4th place - for the third time in a row - for 
the BGR group with R. Dohrmann, S. Kaufhold, and K. 
Ufer and second place for Qmineral, Belgium, with R. 
Adriaens, G. Mertens and their team. Congratulations.
At the joint ICC and CMS meeting in Dublin, Ireland, 
Dr. Stephan Kaufhold of BGR Hannover, Germany, was 
awarded the prestigious 26th George Brown Lecture of the 
Clay Minerals Group of the Mineralogical Society of the 
UK and Ireland, following Prof. Dr. Katja Emmerich in 
2024. His lecture focused on comparison of claystones 
as potential host rocks for radioactive waste. Wolfgang 
Zucha from ETH Zurich gave the best oral student pre-

 

Participants and lecturers of the 11th DTTG Workshop in 
Kraków, Poland.

http://www.dttg.org
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sentation with his contribution on magnesium-based ce-
mentitious binders.
The preparations for the next MECC organized by 
DTTG to be held at ETH Zurich, Switzerland, Septem-
ber 6th to 11th 2026 are in full swing. A workshop on 
PROFEX/BGMN by Nicola Döbelin, Jan Dietel and 
Kristian Ufer is planned for Sunday, lectures on Monday, 
Tuesday, Thursday and Friday. All field trips on Wednes-
day (Mont Terri research laboratory, the interim radioac-
tive waste storage facility ZWILAG in Würenlingen, the 
Gruhalde clay pit with Dinosaur Museum in Frick and 
other clay pits in Northern Switzerland) will be organized 
using public transport. Please check our webpage for fur-
ther information: https://mecc2026.dttg.org/     
Submitted by H. Albert Gilg (TUM Munich), Secretary 
and incoming President. 

THE HUNGARIAN CLAY GROUP

The Hungarian Clay Group, an integral section of the 
Hungarian Geological Society, encompasses a progressive-
ly diversifying range of research interests. The activities of 
its members are situated at the intersection of geology, 
mineralogy, soil science, colloid chemistry, and materials 
science, thereby fostering interdisciplinary synergy across 
these domains.

Despite this breadth, the number of clay science special-
ists within the geosciences—the group’s primary focus—
has unfortunately seen a significant decline in Hungary 
in recent years. As of early 2026, the group comprises 86 
members, a figure that notably includes a high proportion 
of students.

Reflecting the ongoing academic contributions to the 
field, a clay-related PhD thesis was recently defended:
Máté Leskó (Mikoviny Sámuel Doctoral School of Earth 
Sciences, University of Miskolc): Complex mineralogical 
investigation of the Pliensbachian and Toarcian sequenc-
es forming the footwall of the Úrkút manganese deposit 
(Transdanubian Range, Hungary).

Looking forward, the future of Hungarian clay mineral-
ogy is increasingly defined by high-impact applications, 
such as underground gas storage, natural hydrogen pro-
duction, and radioactive waste disposal. To support these 
developments, the group’s organized activities primarily 
focus on domestic events, with members actively contrib-
uting to the coordination of scientific symposia centered 
on materials science, petrology, and geochemistry.

Among the scientific meetings organized in Hungary, an 
important one for our membership was the 20th Winter 
School in Mineral Sciences (Veszprém, 13‒14 February 
2025), which included numerous presentations related 
to nanoscience and nano-mineralogy. Our members par-
ticipated in the meeting with the following clay-related 
presentations:
Dévény et al.: Formation of organic matter–mineral com-
plexes in the subsoil;
Leskó et al.: A new model for the formation of manganese 
ore deposits in the Transdanubian Range, Hungary; 
Tatár et al.: Traces of a Late Miocene fluid flow and ore 
indication in an Early Miocene volcanic sequence in the 
Paks area.

On the international stage, it is worth mentioning the 
Goldschmidt 2025 Conference (Praha, Czechia, 6‒11 
July 2025). Our group’s members were included in the 
conference program with the presentation:

Stephan Kaufhold giving the George Brown Lecture 2025 at 
Trinity College, Dublin (Foto: Nadine Kanik). 

 Wolfgang Zucha (middle) received the award for the best 
student oral presentation by AIPEA president Bruno Lan-
son (left) and CMS president Ian Bourg (right) at the ICC 
Dublin.
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Raucsik et al.: From protolith to metamorphic rock: Al-
pine metamorphism in the western part of the Apuseni 
Mountains (W Romania).

Two student members (Dóra Cseresznyés and Tamás 
Stadler) participated in the international workshop 
'School of Clay Mineralogy' organized by ClayLab in 
Krakow (17‒21 November 2025).

ITALIAN CLAY ASSOCIATION (AISA APS)

In 2025, the Italian Clay Association 
(AISA-APS) promoted outreach and 
dissemination initiatives on clay science 
across schools, universities, and scientif-
ic conferences involving its members.

A major focus was the organization of 
DUST 2025 - the 6th International 
Conference on Atmospheric Dust (1-4 July 2025), host-
ed by the University of Bari, Department of Earth and 
Geoenvironmental Sciences (Bari, Italy).
Website: https://dust2025.atmodust.net/

The event featured 25 sessions proposed by researchers 
from around the world, addressing key themes in dust 
science:
•	 Technological advances in dust observation and 
modelling - Advanced methods such as remote sensing, 
in-situ measurements, and innovative modelling to im-
prove the characterization of dust properties and behav-
iour across scales.
•	 Regional and specific dust sources - Unique 
sources (e.g., Saharan and Asian dust, volcanic ash), with 
emphasis on transport, characteristics, localized impacts, 
and the role of dust as a carrier of biological and chemical 
pollutants.
•	 Environmental and climate impacts of dust - 
Dust interactions with ecosystems, climate, and biogeo-
chemical cycles, including chemical and physical process-
es and potential regulatory effects on climate.
•	 Health effects and human exposure - Health im-
plications of dust and particulate matter, including in-
novative approaches for assessing exposure, toxicity, and 
health-related metrics.
•	 Atmospheric processes and dust transport - At-
mospheric dynamics of dust (storms, transport, and dep-
osition) using observational and modelling approaches to 
describe the full dust cycle.
The meeting provided an excellent opportunity to foster 
interdisciplinary dialogue, advance research in dust sci-
ence, and share ideas on atmospheric particles.

Work plan for 2026
In 2026, the Association will continue to strengthen 
member engagement, consolidate its membership base, 
and attract new members. Two events are planned:
Clay Day 2026: A national meeting of junior and senior 
researchers from different Italian regions, focused on pro-
jects related to the study and use of clays and clay miner-
als. The two-day event will be held in Italy, at the Univer-
sity of Bari, in the first week of June 2026.
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Critical Minerals 2026: An international scientific meet-
ing dedicated to the study of critical and strategic miner-
als that underpin modern energy, digital, and advanced 
industrial technologies. The event provides a multidisci-
plinary forum for researchers and professionals to address 
the geological occurrence, mineralogical and geochemical 
characterization, exploration strategies, extraction and 
processing technologies, recycling, and environmental 
impacts of critical minerals, as well as issues related to 
supply chain resilience and resource sustainability. The 
three-day event will be held in Italy, at the University of 
Bari, from 12 to 14 November 2026.

AISA-APS Council Board (2024-2028)
The current AISA-APS Council Board includes the fol-
lowing members:
Role	 Name and affiliation
President	 Vito SUMMA (Institute of Method-

ologies for Environmental Analysis, 
IMAA-CNR, Potenza)

Vice President	 Fernanda ANDREOLA (Depart-
ment of Engineering "Enzo Ferrari", 
University of Modena and Reggio 
Emilia)

Secretary	 Rosa SINISI (Institute of Method-
ologies for Environmental Analysis, 
IMAA-CNR, Potenza)

Treasurer	 Ambra M. FIORE (Department of 
Chemistry, University of Bari "Aldo 
Moro", Bari)

Councillor	 Antonio LETTINO (Institute of 
Methodologies for Environmental 
Analysis, IMAA-CNR, Potenza)

Councillor	 Lara MARITAN (Department of 
Geosciences, University of Padova)

Councillor	 Mariano MERCURIO (Department 
of Science and Technology, DST, 
University of Sannio, Benevento)

Councillor	 Serena RIELA (Department of 
Chemical Science, University of 
Catania, Italy)

Councillor	 Saverio FIORE
Liaison Officer	 Saverio FIORE

In 2025, membership increased, with six new members 
joining the Association from several Italian regions.
Administrative address
Associazione Italiana Sulle Argille - APS (AISA-APS)
c/o Dipartimento di Scienze della Terra e Geoambientali
Via Orabona 4, 70125 Bari, Italy

Rosa Sinisi
Secretary, AISA-APS
Email: segreteria@aipea.it

RUSSIAN CLAY GROUP 

The Russian Clay Group (RCG) was founded in 1994 
and includes 43 members.
President: Dr. Victoria Krupskaya, Institute of Ore Ge-
ology, Petrography, Mineralogy and Geochemistry RAS. 
Secretary: Dr. Petr Belousov, Institute of Ore Geology, 
Petrography, Mineralogy and Geochemistry RAS.

Russian Scientific Events on Clays and Clay Minerals 

From September 8 to 12, 2025, Tomsk Polytechnic Uni-
versity (Tomsk, Russia) hosted the VII Russian Meeting 
on Clays and Clay Minerals (CLAYS-2025) and the VIII 
Russian School of Clay Minerals (ARGILLA STADI-
UM-2025) - https://ruclay.com/tpost/clays2025-results 
The meeting covered a wide range of topics related to 
the study of clays, clay minerals, and layered materials. 
The program included plenary presentations by leading 
experts and presentations by scientists. The main topics 
of the conference were geology, crystal chemistry, diag-
nostics, properties, ecology, barrier materials, modeling, 
and oil and gas industry. The program consisted of 2 days 
of school and 3 conference days. A total of 87 participants 
from various cities of Russia, Belarus and Serbia were reg-
istered. There were 3 plenary reports, 40 oral and 18 post-
er presentations.

The School's program included a series of educational 
lectures on the basics of diagnostics and analytics of clay 
minerals: sample preparation, X-ray diffraction, spectros-
copy, classification and nomenclature issues. Examples of 
real research cases were presented, methods for extract-
ing minerals from complex natural samples, approaches 
to interpreting diffractograms and a set of methods, as 
well as features of working with glauconite, amorphous 
phases, and approaches to discovering new minerals were 
discussed.
The award for the best youth oral presentations was given 
to Tatyana Koroleva, Irina Menshikova-Tonyan, Anasta-
sia Lebedeva, and Andrey Alekseev. The best poster pres-
entations were presented by Pavel Kozlov and Prokopy 
Maksimov.

mailto:segreteria@aipea.it
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As part of the mineralogical quiz at the leading indus-
trial institute of petroleum geology, JSC TomskNIPIneft 
(now - LLC "RN-Proektirovanie Dobycha"), the School 
participants analyzed to determine the composition of an 

unknown sample, then visited specialized laboratories: 
a core storage facility and the lithological research sec-
tor; an X-ray powder diffraction laboratory; an analytical 
complex for sample preparation and data interpretation; 
a reservoir physics laboratory, etc.

The field trip completed the scientific program of the 
conference and was devoted to the study of the weather-
ing crust with natural outcrops of clay rocks.

Scientific news from Russian clay minerals community 

Following the results of the last event, it was decided 
to organize a Russian competition for the quantitative 
analysis of clay minerals, form a working group for the 
exchange of data and personnel between universities, re-
search centers and industry laboratories, as well as hold 
the next conference and School in 2027 in Moscow at 
IGEM RAS.

Research on clays and clay minerals is conducted across 
various regions of the country, covering key topics such as 
radionuclide sorption, development of silver‑containing 
sorbents based on bentonite, stratigraphic and geochron-
ological research, creation of mineral nanocomposites for 
agricultural technologies, synthesis of clay minerals (par-
ticularly from the smectite group), and investigation of 
the properties and evolution of bentonite clays for de-
signing buffer layers in engineered safety barriers for ra-
dioactive waste disposal. You can find links to the group 
members’ publication pages at www.ruclay.com.

In 2025, Maxim A. Rudmin defended a doctoral disser-
tation in the form of a scientific report for the degree of 
Doctor of Geological and Mineralogical Sciences enti-
tled “Sedimentary ironstone deposits of Western Siberia: 
formation conditions and prospects for the utilization 
of associated components.” The dissertation synthesizes 
long-term research on sedimentary ironstones of West-

Participants of the VII Russian Meeting on Clays and Clay Minerals

Clays-2025 organizing committee

Clays-2025 organizing committee
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ern Siberia, and the results on clay minerals as functional 
mineral materials for the development of applied nano-
composites, including controlled-release fertilizers.

Besides the good news, on behalf of the Russian Group on 
Clays and Clay Minerals, we express our deepest sorrow 
at the passing of Viktor Anatolyevich Drits on September 
10, 2025 at the age of 93 – an outstanding geologist and 
one of the leading specialists in the field of crystal chemis-
try of clay minerals. The memory of Viktor Anatolyevich 

Drits – as a brilliant scientist, mentor, and a person with 
extraordinary charm – will forever remain in the hearts of 
his colleagues and students. 
https://ruclay.com/tpost/ugarjfbxj1-10-sentya-
brya-2025-goda-ushel-iz-zhizni, 

www.ruclay.com - the official website of the group RCG. 
President of Russian Clay Group 
Dr. Victoria Krupskaya (krupskaya@ruclay.com)
Secretary: Dr. Petr Belousov (pitbl@mail.ru) 

Visiting the core storage facility at CLAYS-2025

Field trip to weathering crust near Tomsk during the VII Russian Meeting on Clays and Clay Minerals
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SLOVAK CLAY GROUP

http://www.slovakclaygroup.sk/en/

The Slovak Clay Group remained highly active in 2025. 
We organized the group conference and one seminar, 
participated in the AIPEA International Conference in 
Dublin, and attended other events. Throughout the year, 
we were involved in research activities for several scientific 
projects focused on clay science. At the end of the year, we 
organized a seminar to review and evaluate our achieve-
ments and discuss planned activities for 2026.
From June 4 to 6, 2025, we organized the group’s con-
ference, titled the 11th Workshop of the Slovak Clay 
Group: Clay Minerals and Selected Industrial Minerals 
in Materials Science, Applications, and Environmental 
Technology. Approximately 30 participants attended, in-
cluding guests from the Czech Republic. We were espe-
cially pleased by the participation of Dr. Jan Labuta, who 
is currently working at the National Institute for Mate-
rials Science in Tsukuba, Japan. In his inspiring plenary 
lecture, he presented current research trends in his group. 
In addition to a rich scientific program, the conference 

featured engaging social activities, such as rafting on the 
wild Dunajec River and an informal wine evening that 
fostered a friendly, relaxed atmosphere. We fully enjoyed 
the unique natural beauty of this region of Slovakia.

On June 17, members of our society specializing in ge-
ology organized the seminar Slovak Bentonites on the 
occasion of the 90th birthday of Prof. Ivan Kraus, held 
at the Faculty of Natural Sciences, Comenius University 
in Bratislava. Prof. Kraus was a long-standing and active 
member of our society, serving as chair and repeatedly as 
a member of the executive committee, as well as a distin-
guished scientist and dedicated promoter of clay science. 
He was actively involved in the activities of AIPEA and 
ECGA. The seminar organized under project APVV-20-
0175 featured several insightful presentations on both 
well-established and newly identified Slovak bentonite 
deposits, as well as current research activities involving 
members of our society. We wished Prof. Kraus much 
health on the occasion of his jubilee.

From July 13 to 18, 2025, members of our society par-
ticipated in the International Clay Conference held at 
Trinity College Dublin, Ireland. 18 members attended, 
representing approximately half of our total membership. 
We were particularly pleased with the strong participa-
tion of early-career researchers and students, supported 
by PhD research grants awarded by the Slovak Acad-
emy of Sciences. We were especially delighted that our 
member Viktória Planetová received the award for Best 

Conference participants gathered in the picturesque setting of the Červený Kláštor conference site.

http://www.slovakclaygroup.sk/en/
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Student Poster at the conference. Viktória had an excep-
tionally successful year. In addition to this distinction, 
she was awarded a CMS Research Grant and received a 
three-month fellowship from the Slovak Academic Infor-
mation Agency (SAIA) for a research stay in Japan. Her 
research focuses on the synthesis of novel hybrid materi-
als composed of dyes and smectites, with particular em-
phasis on the light-up effect. In this phenomenon, the 
adsorption of luminophore molecules onto the surface of 
clay particles leads to enhanced fluorescence. Viktória is 
a final-year PhD candidate at the Institute of Inorganic 
Chemistry of the Slovak Academy of Sciences and repre-

sents a promising future for our group. Another notable 
success was achieved by our PhD student Ayesha Asbat, 
who was awarded a prestigious CMS Research Grant. 

Several members of our society were also actively involved 
in ECGA activities, including participation in the sub-
mitted COST project ”Innovative research network 
in aLUMino-silicatE Nanotubes” that brings together 
multiple clay societies across Europe. We strongly wel-
come such collaborative initiatives and hope that similar 
activities will continue in the future.
In June, Juraj Bujdák was interviewed by Francis Clegg, 

Prof. Vladimír Šucha’s lecture at the workshop, Slovak bentonites (left). Prof. Ivan Kraus (right)

Left – Members of the Slovak Clay Group during the poster session at the ICC conference. (from left to right: V. Kureková, M. 
Pribus, J. Bujdák, P. Labib Shotorban). The image on the right features the best student poster award held by the recipient, 
Viktória Planetová.
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representing the Clay Minerals Group of the Mineralog-
ical Society of the UK and Ireland. The interview, avail-
able on YouTube, focused primarily on science but also 
included personal reflections and memories of former 
colleagues. As of November 2025, Juraj became the sec-
ond Editor-in-Chief of the prestigious journal Applied 
Clay Science. This appointment is a significant honor for 
him and for our society. We believe that under his lead-
ership, the journal will continue to prosper and publish 
high-quality scientific contributions in the field of clay 
science.
As part of our regular updates on the scientific activities of 
our members in clay science, we would like to introduce a 
research project primarily conducted at the Department 
of Microbiology and Virology, Faculty of Natural Scienc-
es, Comenius University in Bratislava, in collaboration 
with chemists from the same faculty and, in particular, 
from the Institute of Inorganic Chemistry of the Slovak 
Academy of Sciences. The project is highly interdiscipli-
nary, as reflected in its title: “Towards Nanotechnologies 
Using Bioactive Particles/Molecules in the Fight Against 
Microbial Biofilms.” Although the main focus of the pro-
ject lies in microbiology, the materials used to combat 
pathogenic microorganisms are based on polymer/clay 
nanocomposites. The active components are photosen-
sitizers, which, when combined with light, exhibit pho-
todisinfection properties. Modified clay mineral particles 
serve both as carriers and as regulators for the controlled, 
gradual release of these active molecules. The preparation 
of such materials represented a significant challenge, as 
some biofilm-forming microorganisms are resistant even 
to the most effective antibiotics. It was sufficient to create 
a thin composite layer, only a few micrometers thick and 
adequately saturated with active molecules, on the poly-
mer surface to enable effective action even against high-
ly resistant biofilms. The project has been funded by the 
Slovak Research and Development Agency and is sched-
uled to conclude in mid-2026. Additional international 
support has been obtained through EU-funded projects. 
We believe that this highly promising interdisciplinary 
research will continue in the future, particularly under 
the leadership of Prof. Helena Bujdáková, who serves as 
coordinator of the chemical and biological tasks in this 
interdisciplinary research.
At the end of the year, we organized a seminar to review 
our activities and plan future events. Elections for the 
society’s executive committee were held, resulting in the 
appointment of continuing members of the Slovak Clay 
Group. After these elections, the committee confirmed 
Juraj Bujdák as Chair, Peter Uhlík as Vice-Chair, and 
Helena Pálková as Secretary. We welcomed several new 
members to our society, especially PhD students who 
have recently joined research groups dedicated to clay sci-

ence. Our guest, Barbora Böserle Hudcová (Department 
of Environmental Geosciences, Faculty of Environmental 
Sciences, Czech University of Life Sciences Prague, Czech 
Republic), presented her work in an engaging talk titled 
“PFAS contamination across environmental compart-
ments: From field sampling on Svalbard to the study of 
reactive surface interaction.” There was also a discussion 
about plans to organize the Mid-European Clay Confer-
ence, which will most likely be held in 2028 in Bratislava.

On behalfof the Slovak Clay Group, Juraj Bujdák, Peter 
Uhlík, Helena Pálková, Peter Boháč, and Marek Osacký
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SPANISH CLAY SOCIETY
SOCIEDAD ESPAÑOLA DE ARCILLAS (SEA)

During 2025, SEA members 
participated in various scientific 
meetings, the most notable be-
ing the 18th International Clay 
Conference held in Dublin from 
July 13 to 18. This conference 
was particularly special for the 
Spanish Clay Society (SEA). Two 

young members received Student Best Speaker and Poster 
Awards: Celia Martín Morales and María Tijero Martín. 
Above all, it was an honor for all of us that our colleagues 
Mercedes Suárez Barrios and Francisco Javier Huertas 
Puerta were appointed President and Treasurer of AIPEA.

The 18th ICC was the last in the series of international 
meetings under this name. From 2027 onward, the con-
ferences will be organized under the name CLAY. At the 
Dublin meeting, the organizers formally passed the baton 
to SEA as the organizers of CLAY2027, to be held in Ma-
drid.
The SEA held its annual meeting on November 21, 2025 
at the cultural center La Corrala, part of the Universi-
dad Autónoma de Madrid, located in the city center of 
Madrid. The meeting provided an opportunity to hold 
the SEA General Assembly, attend an invited lecture, and 
enjoy a poster session.

During the Assembly, the new appointments of SEA 
members within AIPEA were formally acknowledged, 
were proposed honorary members Manuel Pozo and 
Saverio Fiore. Attendees enjoyed a lecture delivered by the 
SEA Vice President, Pilar Aranda Gallego (Instituto de 
Ciencia de Materiales de Madrid (ICMM-CSIC)), enti-

tled “Clays: a sustainable alternative for the development 
of advanced nanostructured materials.”
The Assembly concluded with the presentation of the 
Young Researchers Award to Joab David Guerrero Proaño 
in recognition of his work: Bionanocomposites basados en 
arcillas para la liberación de óxido nítrico.

Mercedes Suárez and Bruno Lanson: from president to 
president of AIPEA.

Award winners at the 18th ICC in Dublin. María Tijero 
(right) and Celia Martín (center) with young SEA members 
and the President.

Spanish Clay Society (SEA) members walking during the 
18th ICC in Dublin, 2025.
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SEA receives the flag for the upcoming CLAY2027 International Clay Conference.

SEA members after the 18th ICC in Dublin, 2025, at Trinity College Dublin.

Mercedes Suarez (AIPEA president), Jaime Cuevas (SEA 
president) and Ana Isabel Ruiz (SEA Secretary), during gen-
eral Assembly of SEA.

Lecture by Dr. Pilar Aranda Gallego (SEA Vice President) 
during the General Assembly of the Sociedad Española de 
Arcillas.
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SEA group at cultural center “La Corrala” during November 21 2025 General Assembly.
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TUNISIAN CLAY GROUP

1- Committee:
The members of the Tunisian 
Clay Group (TCG) Executive 
Committee are:

President: Fakher Jamoussi
Vice-President: Nouri Hatira
Secretary General: Mondher Hachani
Treasurer: Béchir Moussi
Members: Hédi Ridha Chaftar

Samir Baklouti
Ali Tlili
Emna Fakhfakh
Imen Khiari
Khalil Lazaar

2- Organization of scientific excursion:
The Tunisian Clay Group has organized scientific ex-
cursion for the students of the University of Tunis 
El Manar in the context of the Valorization of Ge-
omaterials in the region of Jebel Oust, Zriba, Ham-
mam Jedidi, and at the Jebel Oust brickyard April 
19, 2025.

For further information, please contact:
Prof. Fakher Jamoussi,
Centre de Recherches et des Technologies des Eaux,
Technopôle de Borj Cédria
BP 273, 8020, Soliman, Tunisia
E-Mail: tunisianclaygroup@yahoo.fr
fakherjamoussi@gmail.com

By the President of the Tunisian Clay Group
Prof. Fakher Jamoussi
December 2025

Excursion for the students of the Tunis El Manar University in the context of the Valorization of Geomaterials, April 19, 2025

mailto:tunisianclaygroup@yahoo.fr
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UKRAINIAN CLAY GROUP

STUDIES CONDUCTED IN 2025:
Development of the innovative medicinal product 
based on a clay–silica mineral matrix
This project investigated structural, colloid chemical and 
biomedical property relationships in an activated alumi-
nosilicate–silica system for applications in medicine and 
resulted in the development of the composition itself and 
basics for development of such compositions containing 
nanocomponents. The material is based on a mineral 
matrix comprising thermally activated metakaolin and 
high-dispersity pyrogenic silica, forming a stable inor-
ganic framework for the immobilization and controlled 
distribution of bioactive components. Optimization of 
thermal activation, dispersion processing, and mineral–
organic interactions provided favorable rheological, struc-
tural-mechanical, and biocompatible properties, enabling 
uniform application on wound surfaces. The developed 
formulation and technological scheme were validated, 
standardized, and protected by a patent application, with 
results disseminated through peer-reviewed publications, 
international conferences, and scientific exhibitions, sup-
porting the further translation of clay-based materials 
into medical practice. 
The project was mentioned in a popular-science fea-
tured article by Robert Stone: Stone, R. (2025). Front-
line science. Science, 389(6759), 446–451. https://doi.
org/10.1126/science.aeb0042.
•	 Zatovsky I. V., Dybkova S. M., Tsyganovich O. A., 

Dmytrukha N. M., Gruzina T. G., Rieznichenko L. 
S., Panko A. V., Prokopenko V. A. Biosafety assess-
ment of the experimental innovative medicinal prod-
uct “Coagulox_N” // Bulletin of Problems Biology 
and Medicine. 2025. Vol. 178, n. 3. P. 113–122. 
DOI:.  https://dx.doi.org/10.29254/2077-4214-
2025-3-178-113-122.

•	 Prokopenko, V. A., Panko, A. V., Tsyhanovych, O. 
A., Zatovsky, I. V., Dybkova, S. M., & Rieznichen-
ko, L. S. (2025). The role of components in aggre-
gate and structure formation in multicomponent 
“Coagulox_N” dispersions. Chemistry, Physics and 
Technology of Surface, 16(4), 590–602. https://doi.
org/10.15407/hftp16.04.590

•	 Zatovsky I. V., Prokopenko V. A., Panko A. V., Tsy-
ganovich O. A., Dybkova S. M., Rieznichenko L. S. 
Application of Ukrainian kaolins for the development 
of novel hemostatic agents // Abstracts of the XVIII 
International Clay Conference, Dublin, Ireland, July 
2025. P. 610. DOI:  https://doi.org/10.1180/icc-
2025-programme-abstracts.

•	 Zatovsky I. V., Dybkova S. M., Rieznichenko L. S., 

Tsyhanovych O. A., Gruzina T. G., Panko A. V., 
Prokopenko V. A. Biosafety of silver and gold nan-
oparticles in the composition of the innovative drug 
“Coagulox N” // Abstract Book of the International 
Research and Practice Conference “Nanotechnology 
and Nanomaterials”, 20–23 August 2025, Bukovel, 
Ukraine / Ed. O. Fesenko. Kyiv, 2025. P. 246.

Hybrid pNIPAAm Hydrogels Cross-Linked by Acid-Ac-
tivated Laponite®: Impact of Nanoplatelets on Swelling 
and Thermodynamic Properties
In this study, the behaviour of hybrid poly(N-isopro-
pylacryl amide) (pNIPAAm) hydrogels physically cross-
linked by acid-activated synthetic hectorite Laponite® 
(Lap) platelets was investigated. Nitrogen adsorption 
measurements, analyzed using the BET and t-plot meth-
ods, were employed to estimate the contributions of small 
nanopores, micropores, and external pores to the specific 
surface area. The swelling behaviour and DSC thermo-
grams of pNIPAAm hydrogels containing Lap or acid-ac-
tivated Lap (LapA) platelets were analyzed. The degree 
of swelling decreased with increasing temperature and 
showed a pronounced reduction near the lower critical 
solution temperature (LCST), located at approximately 
33–34 °C for all samples. The effects of platelet incorpo-
ration on the swelling behaviour are discussed in detail. 
DSC measurements were performed over the temperature 
range corresponding to the gel–sol transition (28–45 °C) 
during both heating and cooling cycles. The enthalpy of 
the phase transition varied considerably among the sam-
ples, reflecting differences in the interactions between the 
pNIPAAm networks and the Lap/ LapA platelets.
•	 Samoylenko, O.; Lebovka, N. Hybrid pNIPA-

Am Hydrogels Cross-Linked by Acid-Activated 
Laponite®: Impact of Nanoplatelets on Swelling and 
Thermodynamic Properties. J. Polym. Res. 2025, 32, 
410. https://doi.org/10.1007/s10965-025-04637-0.

•	 Samoylenko, O.; Lisetski, L.; Lebovka, N. Hybrid 
Poly(n-Isopropylacrylamide) Hydrogels Physically 
Cross-Linked by Acid Activated Laponite. In 9th 
International Conference Nanobiophysics: Funda-
mental and Applied Aspects NBP-2025, October 6-9 
2025, Kharkiv, Ukraine; 2025; p 86.

Simulation of Membrane-Assisted Electroseparation of 
Binary Suspension
A Monte Carlo model of two-sided electro separation was 
developed for the binary suspensions of disk-like particles 
with diameters d and D (D> d), (D/d =2-10). This mod-
el may be useful for understanding the electroseparation 
of clay mixtures. The direction of the electric field was 
changed with the period TE. The Brownian and electro-

https://doi.org/10.1126/science.aeb0042
https://doi.org/10.1126/science.aeb0042
https://dx.doi.org/10.29254/2077-4214-2025-3-178-113-122
https://dx.doi.org/10.29254/2077-4214-2025-3-178-113-122
https://doi.org/10.15407/hftp16.04.590
https://doi.org/10.15407/hftp16.04.590
https://doi.org/10.1180/icc-2025-programme-abstracts
https://doi.org/10.1180/icc-2025-programme-abstracts
https://doi.org/10.1007/s10965-025-04637-0
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phoretic motion of the particles are taken into account. 
It is assumed that the membranes are permeable only for 
the small disks with diameter d. The investigation re-
vealed periodic formation of the layers of large disks on 
the membranes. These layers act as supplementary filters 
retaining the small particles. Analysis of the electrosepara-
tion kinetics revealed significant dependence of the total 
electroseparation time tf required for the elimination of 
all small disks vs the period of electric field alternating. 
The effects of the particles concentration and the distance 
between the electrodes and the electrophoretic velocity 
on the electroseparation kinetics are also discussed. There 
exist some optimal values of TE to get the minimal value 
of tf. 
•	 Lebovka, N.; Grimi, N.; Vorobiev, E.; Vygornitskii, 

N. V. Simulation of Membrane-Assisted Electrosep-
aration of Binary Suspension. J. Appl. Phys. 2025, 
137 (17). https://doi.org/10.1063/5.0260067.

Laponite®/magnetite composites as a novel adsorbent of 
Ni2+ ions from wastewaters
The magnetic composite LapM based on the synthetic 
clay - Laponite® covered by nanomagnetite (NM) have 
been synthesized. This composite is safe from an ecologi-
cal point of view and due to its good magnetic properties, 
it can be easily separated from the aqueous dispersion me-
dium in an external magnetic field. The adsorption iso-
therms of Ni2+ ions at pH 3.5; 5.8; 7.4 by the Lap, LapM 
and NM were compared. The electrosurface properties 
of the Lap, LapM and NM particles in presence of Ni2+ 
ions were studied. In conclusions, the synthesized LapM 
nanocomposites exhibited a high adsorption capacity for 
Ni2+ ions. The observed phenomenon was explained by 
the synergistic effect of its individual components, pri-
marily Lap and partially NM.
Borodinova, T.; Manilo, M.; Skryshevsky, V.; Pylypova 
O. Csoma, Z.; Lebovka, N. Laponite®/magnetite Com-
posites as a Novel Adsorbent of Ni2+ Ions from Wastewa-
ters. In 3th International Conference on “Nanotechnolo-
gy and Nanomaterials” (NANO-2025), August 20 to 23, 
2025, Bukovel; 2025.

Diffusion transport in porous medium containing elon-
gated obstacles
The constrained diffusion transport in porous medium 
containing elongated impenetrable obstacles has been 
studied using the Monte-Carlo technique. The obstacles 
(clay particles) were homogeneously distributed in sys-
tems and the random walkers continuously extract to the 
external space outside of the slab. The significant depend-
encies of diffusion coefficient D versus concentration of 
obstacles and character of their orientational ordering 

were observed.
•	 Lebovka, N.; Bulavin, L.; Vygornitskii, N. Diffusion 

Transport in 2D Porous Medium Containing Elon-
gated Obstacles. In 6-th International Conference 
“Statistical Physics: Theory and Computer Simula-
tion, Lviv, Ukraine, 27- 29th August 2025; 2025.

Drying of aqueous sessile droplets of colloidal suspen-
sions on base of synthetic clay of Laponite RD® with 
additives of poly(ethylene oxide)
The drying of aqueous sessile droplets (“coffee ring” effect) 
of colloidal suspensions based on Laponite RD® (Lap) 
with additives of poly(ethylene oxide) (PEO) was stud-
ied. The effects of water-soluble PEO on the drying kinet-
ics and morphology of the dried deposits were discussed. 
Observed data were explained by strong interactions be-
tween Lap clay platelets and PEO chains, and gel-net-
work formation. Note that Lap + PEO systems are widely 
used for preparation of hydrogels with thermo-responsive 
sol-gel transition, transparent hydrogels and films for bi-
omedical applications, as well as shake-gel aqueous mix-
tures. Behavior of z-potential of Lap platelets at different 
contents of Lap and PEO was also discussed. Observed 
effects were explained accounting for the structure of ad-
sorption layer of PEO surrounding the Lap platelets. In 
concentrated suspensions of Lap (≥2.0 wt. %) the addi-
tion of PEO strongly influences the spatial distribution of 
Lap particles. The effects of bridging of Lap particles by 
PEO become more evident for high values of molecular 
mass. This study is important for various practical appli-
cations in coating technologies, printing, the fabrication 
of functional nanostructures, and producing the tools for 
biomedical diagnostics.  
•	 Manilo, M. V; Gigiberia, V. A.; Lebovka, N. I. Dry-

ing of Aqueous Sessile Droplets of Colloidal Suspen-
sions on Base of Nanoplateles of Laponite RD with 
Additives of Poly(ethylene Oxide). In 9th Interna-
tional Conference Nanobiophysics: Fundamental 
and Applied Aspects NBP-2025, October 6-9 2025, 
Kharkiv, Ukraine; 2025; p 83.

Geomechanical and physicochemical influences on 
iron–aluminosilicate marine sediments
This study addresses mechanochemical and hydrochem-
ical processes governing the dispersion, transport, and 
transformation of iron–aluminosilicate sediments in 
deep-marine geoecological systems. A generalized mod-
el is proposed linking mineral composition, alkaline 
polysilicate nanoclusters, pH, and thermal–mechanical 
activation to the mobility and separation of micro- and 
nanoparticles in natural suspensions. Experimental mod-
elling of deep-ocean and submarine volcanic conditions 
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demonstrates that thermal activation and mechanochem-
ical dispersion of aluminosilicate matrices strongly influ-
ence interfacial reactions, sediment rheology, and nano-
particle redistribution. The study highlights the key role 
of clay-related aluminosilicate structures and nanochemi-
cal transformations in sediment dynamics, natural “green 
chemistry” processes, and the formation of functional 
mineral phases in marine environments.
•	 Kovzun, I.G., Panko, A.V., Prokopenko, V.A., Voiten-

ko, O.Y., Nikipelova, O.M. (2025). Geomechanical 
and Physicochemical Influences on the Movement of 
Iron-Aluminosilicate Marine Sediments in the Ocean 
Depths. In: Fesenko, O., Yatsenko, L. (eds) Func-
tional Nanomaterials, Nanocatalysts, Nanotechnolo-
gies, and Their Applications. NANO 2024. Springer 
Proceedings in Physics, vol 321. Springer, Cham.   
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-031-99136-3_4

ACTIVITIES CONDUCTED IN 2025:
The Scientific Readings dedicated to the 112th anniversa-
ry of the birth of Academician of the National Academy 
of Sciences of Ukraine F.D. Ovcharenko (08.02.1913-
25.12.1996) – a world known colloid and clay scientist 
(geological and geochemical classification and indication 
of clays, as well as structural, mechanical and rheological 
properties of dispersed materials) were organized.

IN MEMORIAM:
Professor Igor G. Kovzun (1941–2025)

The Ukrainian Clay 
Group reports with 
deep sorrow the pass-
ing of Professor Igor 
Hryhorovych Kovzun, 
a member of AIPEA, on 
26 July 2025. Professor 
Kovzun devoted nearly 
his entire scientific ca-
reer to the study of clays 
and related aluminos-
ilicate systems, making 
significant contribu-
tions to colloid chemis-
try, nanochemistry, and 
clay science. He was not only a fundamental scientist but 
also a highly skilled chemical engineer; his work both ad-
vanced scientific understanding and addressed numerous 
practical engineering challenges.
His fundamental research focused on chemical and na-
nochemical transformations in iron–aluminosilicate, sil-

icate, and carbonate systems, with particular attention 
to interfacial interactions, rheology, and mechanochem-
ical processes in natural dispersed media. He developed 
original concepts describing biocolloidal and interfacial 
transformations in clayey and polymineral sediments, in-
cluding the discovery and interpretation of the effect of 
ultra-anomalous viscosity in concentrated iron–silicate 
dispersions. These findings were of major importance for 
understanding the physical–mechanical behavior of ma-
rine and terrestrial clay-rich sediments.
In his later years, Professor Kovzun pioneered an inter-
disciplinary approach he termed Marine BioGeoEcology, 
addressing transformations in iron–aluminosilicate clay 
sediments within marine geoecological systems, includ-
ing the influence of bacteria, and their implications for 
global ocean stability. Alongside his fundamental work, 
he contributed to applied clay science in the development 
of carbon–silicate sorbents, low-moisture ceramic bodies, 
iron ore concentrates, and environmental barrier technol-
ogies.
Professor Kovzun was the author of more than 200 scien-
tific publications, several collective monographs, and over 
50 patents, and he supervised 5 PhD and 2 DSc theses in 
colloid chemistry. 
His scientific legacy is deeply embedded in clay science 
and will continue to inspire the AIPEA community.

https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-031-99136-3_4
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THE CLAY MINERALS SOCIETY (CMS), USA

Meetings and Events:

The 2025 Clay Minerals Society 
did not hold a separate meeting but 
instead joined the 18th Interna-
tional Clay Conference July 13-18 
in Trinity College, Dublin, Ireland 
organized by AIPEA, Clay Minerals 
Group, and Mineralogical Society of 
the UK and Ireland. 
Three CMS professional awards were 
presented and all of the awardees de-
livered their plenary lectures. Dr. Yuanzhi Tang (Geor-
gia Institute of Technology, Georgia, USA, left) received 
Marion L. and Chrystie M. Jackson Mid-Career Clay 
Scientist Award, Dr. Hailiang Dong (China University 
of Geosciences, Beijing, China, center) received the Mari-
lyn and Sturges W. Bailey Distinguished Member Award  
and Dr. Chris Greenwell (Durham University, Durham, 
United Kingdom, right) received the CMS Pioneer in 
Clay Science Lecture Award during the conference. Their 
biographies were featured in CMS Elements News Pages. 
Further information about the meeting is available here: 
https://www.clays.org/past_meetings/.
CMS offered travel grants to following students for them 
to attend and present their research: Jéssica Arjona 
(Ecole de Tech Superieure, Montreal, Canada and Uni-
versity de Sao Paulo, Brazil), Jakub Licko (IMT Atlan-
tique, Nantes, France) (both tied for the Blair Jones/Jane 
Flynn award for highest scoring application),  Zubaer 
Hosen (The University of Newcastle, Callaghan, Austra-
lia), Owen McCaffrey (The University of Texas at Dal-
las, USA),  Elouan Mouro (Nantes University, France), 

Trung Nguyen (Umea University, Sweden),  Malvika 
Patial (Newcastle University, United Kingdom),  Kayla 
Russo (Cornell University, Ithaca, New York, USA), Fa-
biane Santana (Federal University of Rio de Janeiro and 
Sedimentary Geology Lab, Rio de Janeiro, Brazil), Olivia 
Terry (Columbia University, New York, USA) and  Katya 
Yanez (Brown University, Providence, RI, USA).
The joint ICC student awards for best oral presentation 
were awarded to Dillon Max Stevenson 
(University of Bayreuth, Bayreuth, Germany), Wolfgang 
Jan Zucha (ETH Zurich, Switzerland), Giulia D’Agos-
tino (Sapienza University of Rome, Italy and University 
of Palermo, Italy), Bruno Freitas Pio de Azevedo (The 
University of Pisa, Italy), Trung Nguyen (Umea Uni-
versity, Sweden), and Celia Martín-Morales (Materials 
Science Institute of Madrid, Spain). Best student poster 
award recipients included Viktória Planetová (Institute 
of Inorganic Chemistry SAS, Bratislava, Slovakia), María 
Tijero-Martín (The Autonomous University of Madrid, 
Spain), Daniel Dodoo (University of Melbourne, Aus-
tralia), and Julien Talon (University of Burgundy Europe, 
Dijon, France and the University of Mons, Belgium).

Six outstanding students received CMS student research 
grants in 2025:  Owen McCaffrey (The University of Tex-
as at Dallas, Texas, USA), Elias Fernandes Cardoso Neto 
(Texas Tech University, Lubbock, Texas, USA), Bethany 
Morgan (Texas Tech University, Lubbock, Texas, USA), 
Viktória Planetová (Institute of Inorganic Chemistry 
SAS, Bratislava, Slovakia). Rafique Uddin (University 
of Newcastle, Callaghan, NSW, Australia), and Segun 
Olabanji Oladele (The Pennsylvania State University, 
University Park, PA, USA). Mr. Oladele is also the recip-
ient of the Robert J. Reynolds, Jr. Research Award for his 
top-scoring grant. You can learn about their projects in 

https://icc.aipea.org/
https://icc.aipea.org/
https://www.clays.org/past_meetings/
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CMS news in Elements magazine.
The 63rd annual meeting of the Clay Minerals Society 
will be held at Brigham Young University, in Provo, Utah, 
USA, July 7-11, 2026. Abstract deadline is 1st of April 
2026. More information can be found at https://claycon-
ferences.org/. The CLAY 2027 meeting, which CMS will 
join, is planned for Madrid, Spain.

CMS Officers:
In 2025 Youjun Deng became the President of The Clay 
Minerals Society (CMS).  He succeeded Ian C. Bourg 
who became Past-President, and Yuji Arai will succeed 
him as Vice-President. Janice Bishop is a new Vice-Pres-
ident Elect.
Clays and Clay Minerals Journal:
Clays and Clay Minerals is published in partnership with 
Cambridge University Press (CUP). All the journal con-
tent is available at https://www.cambridge.org/core/jour-
nals/clays-and-clay-minerals and members can access it, 
without additional charge, from https://www.clays.org/
online-access-to-clays-and-clay-minerals/. Members will 
need to login using their member credentials. The journal 
is also available through the GeoScienceWorld website, 
https://pubs.geoscienceworld.org/ccm. We encourage 
submissions to our Society-led journal!

Join CMS:
Join us with new types of membership! You can join on-
line: https://cms.clays.org/membership.html. For ques-
tions, please visit www.clays.org or contact the Business 
Office at cms@clays.org. There are tangible benefits to the 
members, such as subscriptions to Clays and Clay Miner-
als and Elements. Additional benefits are also available for 
students, such as Student Research Grant (up to $3000) 
and Student Travel Awards (up to $1000) and free access 
to the full text of Clays and Clay Minerals. Check more 
via https://www.clays.org/join_benefits_of_membership/

Get Involved with CMS:
The Clay Minerals Society is on social networks, Twitter 
(ClayMinSociety), Facebook (TheClayMineralsSociety), 
LinkedIn (The Clay Minerals Society) and has a YouTube 
channel (theclaymineralssociety2982). News about CMS 
can be also found in Elements magazine.

https://clayconferences.org/
https://clayconferences.org/
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/clays-and-clay-minerals
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/clays-and-clay-minerals
https://cms.clays.org/membership.html
http://www.clays.org
mailto:cms@clays.org
https://www.clays.org/join_benefits_of_membership/
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Obituary:
VICTOR ANATOLYEVICH DRITS
(1932-2025)

Victor Anatolyevich Drits was 
born on November 25, 1932, in 
the village of Chernovskoye Kopi, 
Chita Region, located a few hun-
dred kilometers east of Lake Bai-
kal. One of his ancestors, a Jewish 
anarchist from present-day Be-
larus, was indeed exiled to Siberia 
in the 19th century. In 1937, dur-
ing the Great Terror, his father was 
arrested and sentenced to 10 years 
in Kolyma. His mother was then 
fired from her job, and the family 
was evicted from their apartment. 
To support themselves, his mother 
bought a goat, but the upcoming 
of the war with Nazi Germany 
forced them to sell it. To this end, 
Victor was sent to the market, 
where he was spotted by a gypsy 
fortune-teller. When she saw him, 
she shouted to the whole market, “Look! Here comes the 
lucky one! Look at him - he’s really lucky!”. This sounded 
unreal to Victor, given the circumstances. Ten years later, 
however, his father was released and rehabilitated. He was 
informed that he had served these ten years by “mistake”, 
as his sentence had been canceled. But this decision never 
made it to Kolyma. He returned to his previous job and 
the whole family moved to a new apartment in Irkutsk. 
Victor was then able to graduate from high school and 
enrolled at Irkutsk State University in 1951. From then 
on, Victor believed the gypsy woman was right and that 
he was indeed lucky. In 1955, he graduated with honors 
from Irkutsk State University defending a Master thesis 
that presented theoretical formulas for the quantitative 
XRD analysis of mineral mixtures. He then worked as an 
assistant in the Physics dept. until 1961. He was teach-
ing 1200 hours per year while preparing his Ph.D. thesis 
on the crystallography of clays, including interstratified 
clays. In 1957, Victor Anatolyevich presented the results 

of his groundbreaking research 
at a conference in Lviv. In 1962, 
Victor Anatolyevich defended his 
thesis for the degree of Candi-
date of Physical and Mathematical 
Sciences (Ph.D.) at the Institute 
of Crystallography of the USSR 
Academy of Sciences in Moscow. 
He considered the Lviv conference 
the most pivotal moment of his 
career. Soon after he defended his 
Ph.D., six Soviet universities in-
deed offered him jobs giving him a 
chance to leave Siberia. On his way 
to Lviv, where Yevhen Lazarenko 
had offered him a position, Victor 
Anatolyevich had to make a stop 
in Moscow. On the day he arrived, 
the USSR Academy of Sciences 
announced 21 new job openings 
for scientists from outside Mos-

cow. Anna Grigor’evna Kossovskaya proposed him the 
position opened at the Geological Institute. The position 
was coming with a small, private, two-room apartment 
allocated by the Russian Academy of Sciences where he 
was able to settle with his wife, Irina, and his son, Alexan-
der (Sasha). For a provincial man, this, again, was miracu-
lous as Moscow was a closed city at that time. He served 
as a senior researcher from 1962 to 1970 and defended 
his doctoral dissertation, the equivalent of the European 
habilitation, in 1975. Victor Anatolyevich was awarded 
the title of Professor in 1986, and served as head of the 
Laboratory of Physical Methods for the Study of Rock-
Forming Minerals from 1970 to 2005, deputy director 
of the Geological Institute from 1988 to 1992, and chief 
research fellow since 2005. 
Victor Anatolyevich Drits is rightly considered a pioneer 
in the field of crystal chemistry of defective layered struc-
tures. During his 35-year tenure as head of the Labora-
tory of Physical Methods for the Study of Rock-Forming 
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Minerals, he developed, together with his colleagues: Bo-
ris A. Sakharov, Simeon I. Tsipursky, Alexander (Sasha) S. 
Bookin, Bella B. Zviagina, Alfred L. Salyn, and Lidia G. 
Dainyak, the modeling of diffraction patterns from these 
mineral structures, the interpretation of Mössbauer and 
infrared spectra of layered silicates, and new uses of elec-
tron diffraction and thermal analysis. His groundbreak-
ing work has gained wide international recognition and 
is used by leading domestic and foreign laboratories. V.A. 
Drits has authored or co-authored more than 520 scien-
tific articles, including eight monographs.
In 1992, V.A. Drits was awarded an honorary doctorate 
from the University of Orléans (France) for his excep-
tional contributions to the field of mineralogy. He was 
also nominated as one of the twenty honorary members 
of the Mineralogical Society of Great Britain and Ireland 
in 1995. He was awarded as the Clay Minerals Society 
Marilyn and Sturges W. Bailey Distinguished Member in 
1996 for the “publication of outstanding original scien-
tific research and for the impact of this research on the 
clay sciences”. At the 1997 International Clay Conference 
in Ottawa, V.A. Drits received the gold medal of the As-
sociation Internationale Pour l’Ėtude des Argiles (AIPEA) 
“in recognition of his contribution to clay science”. He 
also presented the Pioneer in Clay Science Lecture at the 
2002 Clay Minerals Society meeting in Boulder, Colo-
rado, and was nominated honorary member of the Polish 
Mineralogical Society in 2020.
In the USSR, V.A. Drits collaborated intensively and 
successfully with leading domestic scientific institutions, 
such as the the Geological Institute – Russian Academy 
of Sciences (GIN-RAN: A.G. Kossovskaya, V.D. Shutov, 
V.I. Muraviev, M.Ya. Katz, G.Yu. Butusova, N.A. Lisit-
sina, T.A. Ivanovskaya, M.V. Slonimskaya), the Institute 
of Ore Deposits, Petrography, Mineralogy and Geo-
chemistry – Russian Academy of Sciences (IGEM-RAN: 
B.B. Zvyagin, F.V. Chukhrov, A.I. Gorshkov, N.I. Or-
ganova, A.V. Sivtsov), Saint Petersburg state University 
(SPGU: Victor A. Frank-Kamenetsky who was the head 
of crystallography laboratory and a very close friend of 
Victor Anatolyevich, I.V. Rozhdestvenskaya, O.V. Frank-
Kamenetskaya), Kazan Federal University (G.A. Krinari, 
V.P. Morozov), and the Institute of Geology and Geo-
physics – Siberian Branch of the Russian Academy of Sci-
ences (INGG-SO RAN: M.Yu. Kameneva).
V.A. Drits also established a wide range of international 
collaborations. His first contacts outside the USSR were 
with the German crystallographer Katharina Dornberger-
Schiff in East Berlin in 1963 and with the Slovak crys-
tallographers Slavomil Ďurovič, Vlado Kupčík, and Emil 
Makovický in Bratislava in subsequent years. Years later, 
Slavomil Ďurovič described Victor Anatolyevich as “a 
man of justice”. Although he had a member of the Com-

munist Party of the USSR since his student years, Victor 
Anatolyevich was the only of the many Russian scientists 
Ďurovič contacted who answered his letter condemning 
the invasion of Czechoslovakia and the end of the Prague 
Spring.
He met Jacques Méring, a Lithuanian-born, natural-
ized Frenchman, at the 1966 International Congress of 
Crystallography in Moscow. On his way back from an 
electron microscopy conference in Grenoble in 1970, 
Victor Anatolyevich and Méring met again and spent the 
night discussing about crystal structure but also Russia, 
literature, and all possible subjects in a car while Rachel 
Glaeser was sleeping on the back seat. Despite the death 
of Jacques Méring in 1973, this marked the beginning 
of a long-term collaboration with the Crystallography 
Laboratory in Orléans (at the time, the Research Cen-
ter on Solids with Imperfect Crystalline Organization). 
Following Méring’s passing, José J. Fripiat and Cyril 
Tchoubar succeeded him as the institute’s directors. They 
both continued the collaboration that Méring had initi-
ated involving young graduate students preparing their 
theses: Gérard Besson (1972), Boris A. Sakharov (1974), 
and Alain Plançon (1976). This collaboration led to nu-
merous exchanges and collaborations between the two 
laboratories and fostered long-term friendships between 
the aforementioned three scientists and Sasha Bookin, 
Simeon Tsipursky, Alfred Salyn, and others. Obviously, 
this friendly atmosphere did not exclude more “competi-
tive” aspects that promoted the advancement of structural 
characterization of defective lamellar structures simulta-
neously in both laboratories. The Honoris Causa doctoral 
degree of the Orleans University also acknowledged the 
added value of this fruitful collaboration.
Starting in the mid-1980s, V.A. Drits established sever-
al other collaborations worldwide. In 1978, he met Jan 
Środoń at the first Polish Clay Conference in Bolesławiec. 
In 1985, Jan Środoń persuaded the organizers of the In-
ternational Clay Conference in Denver, Colorado to in-
vite Victor Anatolyevich and to cover his expenses. This 
support gave him the chance to stay with Dennis (Den-
ny) D. Eberl and his wife Jo in their Evergreen home. He 
also went on a field trip around Colorado with Denny 
and Jan, and the three developed a long-term friendship 
and fruitful collaboration. This collaboration led to a se-
ries of articles on the quantitative determination of clay 
crystal sizes to constrain their growth mechanisms. Lat-
er, Victor and Jan worked closely together in Houston, 
Texas, tackling issues related to the quantitative phase 
analysis of clay-containing mineral mixtures. Douglas 
(Doug) K. McCarty, a former student of R.C. Reynolds 
at Dartmouth, supported this project while working for 
Texaco/Chevron. The project, and the Clay community’s 
sustained interest in this topic, resulted in the creation of 
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the Reynolds Cup under the auspices of the Clay Miner-
als Society. During this time in Houston, the Sybilla code 
was written by B.A. Sakharov and K. Mystkowski, based 
on the algorithms developed initially by B.A. Sakharov 
and V.A. Drits in the mid 1970s. This program is still 
widely used by the Clay community. This modeling ap-
proach was popularized at about the same time through 
the collaborative work with Holger Lindgreen’s group at 
the Geological Survey of Denmark and Greenland which 
characterized the structure of interstratified minerals in 
clayey formations of economic interest in the Danish 
North Sea.
The same modeling approach was used to revisit the dia-
genetic smectite illitization of historical Gulf Coast sedi-
ment samples. This study is one of many resulting from 
the collaboration of Victor Anatolyevich and B.A. Sakha-
rov with Alain Manceau and Bruno Lanson in Grenoble, 
which began in the early 1990s. It also provided Victor 
Anatolyevich with an opportunity to return to the struc-
tural characterization of cryptocrystalline iron and man-
ganese oxides he had investigated a few decades earlier 
with Anatoli I. Gorshkov and Fedor V. Chukhrov. This 
collaboration also fostered a new generation of French 
scientists including Francis Claret, Anne-Claire Gaillot, 
and Eric Ferrage with whom the collaboration was pur-
sued. It also provided the opportunity to organize a sym-
posium in the honor of Victor Anatolyevich in Paris to 
celebrate his 65th anniversary. This symposium was a rare 
opportunity to gather many of his Russian (B.B. Zvyagin, 
A.I. Gorshkov, B.A. Sakharov, A.S. Bookin) and interna-
tional colleagues (H. Lindgreen, D.D. Eberl, J. Środoń).
Later, V.A. Drits expanded his collaborative network to 
include Toshihiro Kogure from Tokyo University aim-
ing to investigate the crystal chemistry of defective micas 
in detail. By combining their respective and remarkable 
skills, they were able to identify and quantify the stacking 
defects affecting these three-dimensionally ordered min-
erals. Finally, his collaboration with Doug McCarty and 
Arkadiusz (Arek) Derkowski’s group both in Houston 
and in Krakow, where Victor Anatolyevich spent a whole 
year, enabled him to revisit his work on phyllosilicate de-
hydroxylation, he had initiated a few decades earlier with 
Fabrice Muller in Orléans.
Most of the time, Victor was traveling around the world 
with his wife, Irina. A number of us probably remember 
sitting quietly in their apartment with them before they 
would leave for another stay abroad or on their way back 
to Moscow.
The above collaborations highlight the wide range of V.A. 
Drits’s scientific interests, which also include partially 
incommensurate structures, layered double hydroxides, 
biopyriboles, and many more mineral structures. More 
generally, he was interested in combining in-depth inter-

pretations of diffractometric, spectroscopic and micro-
scopic data to determine the crystal structure of finely 
divided / defective structures, including the defects that 
control reactivity. From this perspective, Victor Anatoly-
evich made significant contributions to the theoretical 
and methodological developments required for the reli-
able interpretation of experimental data obtained using 
different modern methods of solid-state physics and 
chemistry. Victor’s ability to solve complex problems may 
have been enhanced by a local healer he consulted follow-
ing a bicycle accident he suffered as a child. After hitting 
his head on rocks in a ditch while trying to escape a large 
truck, he began experiencing dizziness and headaches. 
His mother then took him to the local healer, who was 
known to treat all kinds of ailments. The healer examined 
Victor and said, “Yes, I see the guy’s brain has shifted. 
Well, we’ll fix it now!” The healer then began squeezing 
Victor’s skull from different sides, trying to return his 
brain to its proper place. After 15-20 minutes, the healer 
looked at Victor and said, “Well, it seems everything’s fine 
now; the boy will now think clearly.” Victor reflected lat-
ter “Now I think his treatments may really have made me 
capable of solving many problems faster and better than 
other people”.
V.A. Drits’s ability to tackle wide-ranging and diverse 
scientific issues is akin to a conductor’s work with vari-
ous groups of musicians, who perceive and fruitfully 
implement his ideas. Wherever and with whomever V.A. 
Drits worked, a group of like-minded people would form 
around him, attracted not only by Victor Anatolyevich 
high scientific potential and enthusiasm for solving sci-
entific problems, but also by his unique human qualities: 
genuine kindness and sincere friendliness, charm and 
openness, love of life, and, of course, a wonderful sense 
of humor. Victor Anatolyevich was also a tireless scientist 
always willing to tackle problems even while recovering 
from heart attacks in Boulder, Houston, and Grenoble 
hospitals. His regular sporting activities undoubtedly 
helped him to cope with these serious ailments. He began 
swimming on a daily basis in the Angara River as a young 
adult. The Angara river flows out of Lake Baikal, where 
the average annual water temperature is 7-8 °C. This “ex-
treme” practice once drove him to hospital with health 
problems, but he always maintained the goal of building 
a resilient body. As an adult, he would join colleagues and 
friends for 10-15 km runs in the morning, and would 
later continue to regularly go cross-country skiing and 
swimming in rivers and lakes.
Anyone involved with clay minerals in some way grew up 
reading his articles and books, and attending his lectures. 
He was not only a great scientist, but also an amazing 
lecturer who could explain the most complex aspects of 
the mineral structure in simple terms. This ability allowed 
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him to eagerly teach and share his extensive knowledge. 
Victor Anatolyevich’s worldwide network of collaborators 
allowed him to pursue his inextinguishable passion for 
Science even after the collapse of the USSR, which drove 
many of his collaborators out of the Geological Institute 
to ensure their subsistence. Funding to maintain the 
equipments was also drained out of research laboratories 
at that time. Despite these harsh conditions, his enthusi-
asm for scientific research never waned. His indomitable 
spirit and unwavering dedication to scientific research de-
spite such dramatic conditions clearly demonstrate that 
he was a truly exceptional scientist.
The Clay community has lost one of its leading figures 
with the death of Victor Anatolyevich Drits on the 10th of 
September 2025, about two years after his wife Irina. He 
is survived by his son Alexander (Sasha), a marine scien-
tist, and two granddaughters Maria (Masha) and Evgenia 
(Zhenya).

Left to right: Cyril Tchoubar, Victor Drits, André Guinier, 
Irina Drits.
Undated photo.

Left to right, standing: Bruno Lanson, Alain Baronnet, 
Sylvain Grangeon, Alain Plançon, Sasha Drits, Victor (with 
his granddaughter Zhenya on his shoulders), Irina Drits, 
Holger Lindgreen and his wife, Ellen, Jan Środoń, Doug K. 
McCarty, Boris Sakharov.
Left to right, sitting: Doug McCarty’s wife, Bridget, 

Sasha Drits’s wife, Elena, Olga, a friend of Victor’s older 
granddaughter Masha.
Photo taken at Victor and Irina’s datcha in Tarusa, just before 
the “Clays and Clay minerals” conference of the Russian Clay 
group in Pushchino (2006). On that same occasion, Victor, 
Jan, and Alain went swimming in the nearby Oka River.

Left to right: Doug McCarty, Arek Derkowski, Jan Środoń, 
Boris Sakharov. V.A. Drits, Toshihiro Kogure.
Photo taken in Saint-Petersburg in September 2013 during 
the CMLM conference. Victor Anatolyevich was able to close 
there the loop of his scientific career as he had done some of 
his early work in the Crystallography laboratory of Leningrad 
state university under the supervision of Victor A. Frank-
Kamenetsky. This conference also gave him the opportunity 
to return to the Mariinsky Theater to enjoy the Kirov ballet’s 
performance of “Carmen suite” with colleagues and friends.

Left to right: Eric Ferrage, Alain Plançon, Cyril Tchoubar, 
Gérard Besson.
Photo taken in Orléans in December 2019.
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Becoming member of AIPEA is recommended to every-
body interested in clays and clay minerals. The main mean 
of communication among all members of this association 
is its website (www.aipea.org). There, all information is 
concentrated and made available to all AIPEA members, 
such as updated information from many events that are 
being organized around the world besides other informa-
tion that might be of general interest.
The rules of acceptance of new members are defined in 
the AIPEA Statutes and By-Laws (https://aipea.org/stat-
utes/), as follows:

STATUTES:
III. MEMBERSHIP

a.	 AIPEA may accept as members individuals (indi-
vidual members, who may also be life members), institu-
tions and companies (corporate members), and national 
or regional societies (Affiliated Societies) with an interest 
in clay research or technology.

b.	 Application for individual or corporate mem-
bership shall be made in writing to the Secretary Gen-
eral or Treasurer and be accompanied by the appropriate 
membership fee. Applications from Societies wishing to 
become Affiliated shall be made to the Secretary General 
in writing giving relevant information on field of interest, 
number of members, etc. If approved by Council (which 
shall not be required to give any reason for non-approval) 
the Society shall become Affiliated on payment of the ap-
propriate membership fee.

c.	 Membership will be for the period for which the 
membership fee is paid. If it is one year’s dues the member 
will be in good standing for one year. If the membership 
fee is not paid, the membership may be cancelled unless 
there are extenuating circumstances which will be deter-
mined by the Council.

d.	 Council may call upon a member to resign from 
AIPEA by communicating to the member in writing and 

stating concisely the grounds on which it proposes to act. 
Council shall give the member affected proper facilities 
for stating the member’s case either orally or in writing 
as Council shall determine. If the member does not re-
sign within two months of being called upon to do so, 
Council may by resolution terminate the member’s mem-
bership. Council may at any time, without stating any 
reason, refuse to accept an annual fee to renew a member’s 
subscription.

e.	 A member shall be deemed to be bound by these 
Statutes and the By-Laws made hereunder.

By-Laws:
Individuals 65 years of age and older who have been indi-
vidual members for 12 years or more shall automatically 
become Life Members on notification to the Treasurer. A 
Life Member must verify his membership every 4 years 
coinciding with the year of the International Clay Con-
ference.

To facilitate the admission of new members, AIPEA made 
available the Membership Application Form at its web 
page https://aipea.org/membership/. Those interested in 
being part of this organization should fill it out and mail 
it to the AIPEA Treasurer, who will send information of 
how to pay the annual fee:
Dr. F. Javier Huertas, Treasurer
Instituto Andaluz de Ciencias de la Tierra – CSIC 
Armilla (Granada), Spain
Email: treasurer@aipea.org

AIPEA Membership
Application Form
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Association Internationale pour l’Etude des Argiles

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION FORM 

Family Name Given Name 

Title Phone Email 

Institution 

Mailing Address 

Type of membership  Amount of dues for years 

Your Society 
If you are an individual member of an affiliated Society, give the name of the Society 

Date Signature 

CHANGE OF ADDRESS NOTICE 

Family Name Given Name 

Title Phone Email 

Institution 

Mailing Address 

Your Society 

Date effective Signature 

Fees: $30.00USD/4-year individually; $15.00USD/4-year student or retiree; $100.00USD/4-year corporate sponsor.
Note: Sponsoring Societies pay dues on behalf of their members.
Payment by PayPal and credit card: visit www.aipea.org/membership.html. Wire Transfer: contact Treasurer by email. 

Fees: $30.00 USD/4-year individually; $15.00 USD/4-year student (students must prove their status through an official
document provided by their university); $100.00 USD/4-year corporate sponsor.
*student/retiree - professional - corporate
Note: Affiliated Societies pay dues on behalf of their members.
Payment by PayPal and credit card: visit www.aipea.org/membership.html

Wire Transfer: emailing treasurer treasurer@aipea.org

*


